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M. de Monciel withdraws from the aJmim^ 
Jlraiion. — He is admitted into our fecrct 
committee^^'^Anotber per/on is propofed^ 
wbofe admtjjion t oppofe. — At the king^s 
deftret agree to it. — l!be projeSi ofafrejh 
infiirreSlion on the 2gth of yulj^.— Means 
employed to prevent it.^'^A new plan for 
tbe king^s efcape. 

I^f D2 MoNdifiL- Was forced^ by parti- 
* cular circumilanees, to quit the mini- 
fti^^, where he had only remiuned a month: 
but during that fhort interval he difplayed 
prudencei abilities, and zeal for the king's 
fervice. His majefty continued to place 
VOL, III* B . confi- 
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confidence in him, and he was admitted 
into our committees immediately after his 
refignation* As his perfon was not much 
known in the palace, he had the advantage 
of not being remarked when he appeared 
there ; and on the ^ays of tlie committee 
he regularly waited upon the king at nine 
o'clock at night, to give Jum. ^n account of 
\vhat had pafled there; which he could do 
in a more circumftantiar manner thaii I 
could in my letters. The king not heingj^ 
mote eia£l; than formerly in following our 
advice, M. de Montmdiin prbpofed ta 
cdl.lntb out committees a certain perfon, 
"who had ieeH a member of the confthiient 
alfembly, becaufe he knew that this perfon 
kept up a fecret correfpoftd^ce with the 

*^n^, ^nd .fiifpeded that h^e fometimcs «iU'- 
barrafled his majefty, by, giving^ Jiim ad- 

: vices, different fromoufs* . I vy^rmly op- 

: pofed this, . from th^. repugnaiice I felt at . 
Kavitig attty c6mmunicati<m or c9»«^ioa 

• witfi :&. man, whoft. cwadvtit h^ beta 
io cdious and contemptible. as I knew 

that 
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that of the perfon in queftion ta have 
been *. 

" He has acknowledged his errors," faid 
M. de Montmorin, " and wiflics to repair 
them. Befides, I am certain it would give 
pleafure to the king, who, you know, has 
confidence in him." 

" I have often heard that," ahCwered I ; 
** and if it be fo, I am very forry for the 
king's fake, as no good can refult from 
it." 

" I neither love nor -cfteem the man 
more than you do," faid M. de Montmo* 
rin : " but, in fhort, I would admit the 
devil, if his prefence could be of any fer- 
vice to the king." 

•^ And fo, moft certainly, would I : but I 
am perfuaded that this devil can only do 
haim. 



^ iHs man* ini his ip6ft intimate fnends, after having 
been of tte cote gauche of the- affembly, and among the 
chief promoters of the revolution^ was now an enemy to the 
ponilitatiop^ and wiihed to have the lead among \kc 
royalifts* 
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" You may be tniftaken/' faid M. de 
Montmorin ; " fo let us fee. Come, come, 
you muft make this one trial.'* 

"In the firft place" replied I, " it muft 
be clear to me that the king defires it, and 
I will bring it to the proof in my firft 
letter." 

I accordingly gave the king an account 
of M. de Montmorin's propofal, and alfo 
of my repugnance to adc^t it. He wrote 
back in the margin, 

** You will give me pleafure by adopting 
the propofal" 

In compliance to his majefly's will, I 
told M. de Montmorin that he might 
fend to the gentleman when he thought 
pro4[)er. 

Our firft interview was in the committee 
following, for I did not even know him 
by fight. I obferved him, and liftened to 
what he faid with filent attention, only an- | 
fwering his civilities by monofyllables. His 
difcourfe was vague. He was loquacious, 
without faying any thing to the purpofe. 
He fpoke much of himfelf, of his influ- 
ence 
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ence and refources, and of thofe of his 
friends y and what might be done through 
their nieans, and of the cotnpenfation they 
ought to receive in return for their fervices. 
In a word, one would have thought, accord- 
ing to him, that we ought to defire th^ king's 
welfare, and the re-eftablifhment of his 
authority, merely on purpofe to place 
the gentleman himfelf, and his friends, at 
the head of affairs. With all this, he pro- 
pofed no plan whatever, except that of 
meeting us very often. He invited me tp 
his houfe, and begged that I would permit 
him to vifit me* I refufed bpth requeft^, 
upon the pretence of prudence and circupi^ 
fpedtion: but my real motive was, that 
I felt both indignaftion and contempt for the 
inan,^ 

We agreed that our next committee 
fhould be held at the houfe of M. de Mon^ 
ciel, and that we fhould go there on foot, 
to avoid being remarked. When he left 
us^ I alked M. de Montmorin if I had not 
guefled right, in conjeduring that fuch a 
man could never do us any good^ 

B 3 '* Do 
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" iDo not judge of him by this firflfcon-^ 
verfation," faid M. de Montmorin ; " he 
feemed to have drank too much at" din- 
ner. Sufpend your opinion till the next 
committee, and you will find that he is a 
man of real talents and refources." 

At our next meeting, this gentleman, in 
ipite of our agrediiient, arrived in his car*^ 
riage, ordering it to be driven into the 
court. He fpokk lefs, but always in the 
fame ftrain, and always about himfelf and 
his friends. One would have fuppofed that 
thefe gentlemen, who, till theti, had never 
poflefled any power but that of doinjg mif- 
. chief, and had Only had the means of com* 
mitting crimes, when they reigned in the 
Jacobin party, had now the command of 
an army, able to overfet that very fociety 
-which had expelled them; as if .one could 
wear by turns, and always with equal fuc* 
cefs, the bofinet rouge and the white cock- 
ade, and lead the populace one day to the 
tree of liberty, and the next rally theni 
under the royal ftandard. 

Nothing 
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Nothing undoubtedly is \noxt inconfift^ 
cnt than the will and afFedtions of the 
people, but they feldom or never change 
their party without changing their leaders 
alfo. 

' Dumourier experienced this on the part 
of his army, when he wiftied to lead it to 
the fupport of the conftitutional monarchy j 
and many others, when they had become 
alhamed of a revolution which had origin* 
ally been their own work, continued, in 
fpite of themfelves, to ferve it j and, in 
fafl:, were as hurtful to the king's intereft 
when^ they profefled themfelves rpyalifts^ 
as they had been when they were Jiacobins* 
Such, in my opinion, was our new aflb- 
ciate and his friends. I therefore formed^ 
in the inftant, a refolution never more to' 
meet him at the committee. M. de Mont- 
morin perceived, by my looks, what paffed 
in my mind, and therefore when the gen- 
tleman propofed to fix the day, the hour^- 
the place of our next meeting, he told 
him that care wouH be taken to give him 
' B 4 notice ; 
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notice: but he never received another 
fummons. 

I informed the king of our motives for 
not choofing to have any further comrauni-* 
cation with thisperfon, and his majeftyap? 
proved of them. 

. In the meanwhile the Jacobins werj? 
continually projedting the means of excit- 
ing a new irifurrediion, of a more decifive 
kind than that of the 20th of June. The 
29th of July was fixed upon for its exe-^ 
cution. Their defign was the ipurder of 
the royal family, pr at le^ to dethrone 
and imprifon the king. The pl^ was a$ 
follows : 

Three hundred men vere to affemble at 
the mjiyoy's hotel, on the pretence of 
guardipg Petion frop* ^ fupppfed plpt 
agadnft |iis l^fe, but, in reality, to prevent 
him from going to the chateau^^ wherp tjie 
duties of bis (^pe would have qalled him 
at the hour pf the infurredlion, which was 
to be begun in the Fauxbourgs, during th? 
l)lpck^de of his houfe, The infurgents 

were 
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were then to march in great force to the 
Caroufel, with the cannon and all the gun- 
ners who could be aflembled, all this on 
pretence of protecting the brave PetioOt 
and exterminating the confpirators, who, 
as was afferted, were concealed in the 
caftle. 

I was luckily informed of all the above 
particulars on the 19th of July, and in- 
ftantly gave an account of the projeft to 
the king, ftrongly urging the neccflity of 
his taking immediate meafures for hia 
fafety. I advifed him, for one thing, to 
leave Paris, adding, Uiat I would confult 
that very day with Meffrs, Montmorin 
and Malouet, and fend him the plan for 
his efcape, which appeared to us the 
lead dangerous ; diat in the meanwhile I 
would employ every pradicable means of 
overfetting the fcheme of the Jacobins, or at 
leaft of getting its execution poftponed long 
enough to give his majefty time to take the 
neceiTary fleps for his departure. 

The means which appeared to mc mo(l 
fs^e^ual for averting that execrable plot, 

was 



lo PRIVATE MEMOIRS. 

was to lay it open immediately by publilh- 

ing all the particulars in a great number of 

pamphlets, which I accordingly caufed to 

'be diftributed with profufion in the capital, 

•but particularly in the Fauxbourgs, under 

the titles of ** A horrible plot againft Pe- 

tion ; new confpiracies againft the national 

Veprefentation ; the falfe fans culottes un- 

mafked,** &c. &c. But as I knew that 

.'the populace, though they feldom read 

pamphlets, devoured all the placarts which 

are ftuck on the walls, and particularly the 

Friend of the Citizens^ by Tallien, printed 

on yellow paper; and the Sentineik^ by 

Louvet, on blue : imitating as much as I^ 

could the violently patriotic ftyle of the lat^ 

ter, I caufed all xht above particulars to be 

printed on the fame paper, and in the fame 

charaftcr, intitling the compofition, Senti-- 

nelky No. 42. J and made them all bepafted 

upon No. 41, wherever it had been fixed 

by Louvet*s diredions the foregoing day j 

by which means my hiftory of the con- 

fpiracy had been read by all Paris beforg 

the Jacobins had time to tear it from 

the 
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the walli?. I had forefeen that this would 
be the fate of my paper }< and therefore 
had diteaed the firft third of the falfe 
Sentinelle to be nutnbered 42, the fecond 
43, and the third. 44; and gave or- 
ders that Louvet's two fucceeding Sentl- 
nelle*s fhould be covered as foon as they 
appeared, by the fame paper, but marked 
with different numbers from that which 
had been pafted on the firft. 

I had recommended to the Jugt dt Paix^ 
Buob, to fend people who could be de- 
pended upon, to ftand at a convenient 
diftance from thofe employed in flicking 
up the placarts, left they fhould be di- 
fturbed in the execution of their orders. 
That precaution was hot unneceflary, as 
feveral of them were attacked by the fpies 
of the Jacobins, and blows were given and 
received on both fides. One of my agents 
had three of his teeth broken, but was 
quite confoled on receiving an affignat 
of a hundred livres. The oppofition was 
fo violent a^ to prevent my placart of 
JNo. 44. from being pafted up. Where- 

ever 
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ever it was attempted, the force of the 
Jacobins wa4 found to be fuperior. One 
of thofe employed by me to pafte placarts^ 
was taken up and conduced before the 
judge of the peace ; but, as he kneW not 
the perfon who had given him the paper, 
the judge could draw no efiential infor-* 
mationfromhim^ 

He depofed, that a pcrfoa unknown 
had propofed to him, in the name of 
Louvet, to ftick up thirty copies of the 
5entinelle in thofe Areets and alleys, of 
which the perfon gave him ^ lift; that 
kjiowing la Sentinelle du Peupk to be a pa- 
triotic journal, he hjid, without fcruple, 
undertaken the bufinefs, for which he was 
paid five fols each placjut. 

The judgej after reading the fpurious 
jBentinelle and the real oae, declared thaj^ 
lie could perceive np difference betwixt 
them either in (lyle or principles : that 
they appejqred to him equally good j and 
that he fhould be at 9^ lofs to fay which 
was the mofl patriotic of tke two : that 
confequently tjxe prifpner's nxiflake w^is 

very 
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very ^xcufable, and he ought to be fet at 
liberty, 

I do not affirm that thefc y)amphlets 
alone were the caufe of preventing the in- 
furredtion of the 29th of July; but they 
certainly contributed to that end. 

The king, in his anfwer to my letter, 
Entreating him to leave the capital, pofi- 
tively declared *that he would not go any 
farther than twenty leagues; becaufe that 
diftance was fixed upon by the conftitution, 
which he had fworn to obferve ; and, in 
the plan for his majefty's 'efcape, I had 
therefore had his fcruples of confcience as 
much in my eye as his fafety. 

M. Clermont Tonerre hadfor fome days 
affifted at our committees with the king's 
confent : his zeal and clear \mderftanding 
, were highly ufeful to us in that important 
crifis. After profound deliberation whh 
him, and Meffrs* de Montmorin and Ma- 
louet, I drew up the following plan : 

"The caftle of Gaillon in Normandy 
appears the mod eligible place as a tempo- 
rary retreat for their majefties : the builds 

ing 
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ing Is fpacious, the park very extcnfive^ 
and it is exadtly at the diftance of .twenty 
Jcagues from Paris. 

. ** This place unites to the many advan- 
tages of the fituation, that of being only 
thirty- fix miles from the fea on the Hon- 
fleur road, and fifty miles on the fide oT 
Fecamp ; confeqoently, a fecure and eafy 
means of retreat will be opien to the royal 
family in cafe of their being purfued by the 
Jacobins. M. Miftral', Coittmijaire, de la 
Marine at Havre de Grace, who is a :zeal- 
ous royalift, will always have a veifel in 
readinefs to fail at an hour's notice. 

" Befides, I am aflured, that the people 
in that part of Normandy are particularly 
well difpofed to the king. 

" It will not be difficult for the royal fa- 
mily to efcape from the Chateau at mid- ^ 
night, and pafs through the intendant of 
the civil lift's hotel, which communicates 
with the palace by the great gallery of the 
Louvre^ from which it is feparated by an 
old wooden partition, and guarded during 
t)ie night by a fmgle fentinel only, when* 

it 
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k will be eafy to fet afleep by drink or 
opium. 

" On that evening M. dc la Porte will 
invite no company to fupper excepting 
Meffrs, de Montmorin and Clermont Ton- 
nerre, who will come in plain coaches, with^ 
out arms, drawn each by two horfes only. 
As the fame number is ufually every night at 
the gate of M. de la Porte's hotel, for the 
ufe of thofe who fup with him, thefe two 
coaches cannot poffibly attrad: attention ; 
they will be occupied by the royal family^ 
madame de Tourzel, and two waiting 
women. M. Clermont Tonnerre will get 
Up behind the one, dreffed in a grey coat ; 
and an officer of the dilbanded guards, in 
the fame drefs, will go behind the other. 

" The king and queen will feat them-' 
feives in the back feat, in order to be the 
tefs expofed to obfervation. 

. " To avoid the Fauxbourgs, and get out 
of Paris as fopri as poflible, they will pafs 
through the Boulevards, and .go out by the 
Barriere blanche ^ which is lefs carefully 
guarded than the others j they will go by 
i' the 
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the rue de Clicbi into the road of ^t,, 
Denis. 

** The execution of the decree which 
reunited the Swifs guards to the troops of 
the line, furniih additional means of fecii^ 
rity upon the road. For this purpofe, the 
commander of the Swifs guard fhall regu- 
late their march by the following inftruc- 
tions, which he will receive froia the mi-* 
nifter: 

** Firft. A detachment of fifty men 
fliall leave Paris at fuch a time as to arrive 
at the Barrierc blanche at the fame time 
with the king, in order to divert the atten- 
tion of tlie fentinel, • or of the guard of 
that barrier e^ and. preclude every obftacle 
to his paffage. 

" Secondly. A detachment of 1500 
Swifs fhall fet off from Courbevoye, foas 
to be at St. Denis fix hours befpre the king 
pafTes ; and as great a number as poflible 
of the foldiers of this detachment fhall be 
quartered in the flreet, through which the 
great road runs, having orders to hold 
themfelves in readinefs to fet off at/ one 
6 o^clocfc 
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o'clock in the morning: that in cafe of a 
check, they may be prepared to obey the 
firft fign^ given them by their command- 
ing officer, who ought to be intrufted with 
the fecret as foon as he arrives at St. Denis, 
and receive inftrudions to fecure a fafe re- 
treat for their majefties, and to follow the 
coaches as foon as they pafs. 

•* Thirdly. A fecond detachment of 550 
men to fet off from CJourbevoye, fo as 
to be at Franconville fix hours before the 
king pafles; and the fame orders to be 
^ven to the officer of that detachment as 
to the officer at St. Denis. 

" Fourthly. The laft detachment, con- 
fifking of a thoufand men, ought to be at 
P<Hitoife fix hours before the king, in 
readinefs to follow with the other detach- 
(xients* 

^^ All the officers and foldiers of the 
king's ' horfe-guards being ftill at Paris, 
M. d'Hervilly declares, that he only re-^ 
.quires twelve hours previous notice to re- 
affemble them at VerlaiUes about midnight, 

TOL. uu Q to 
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to fcize their horfes in the king's fiables^ 
and afterwards to lead them to any part 
of the road which his majefty (hall ap- 
point. 

*• The two coaches to change horfes 
at half a league beyond St. Denis. Part 
of the guard may be in waiting for the 
king at that place, and follow the coaches, 
while the remaining divifiob may proceed 
diredUy to Tricl., 

^^ From Pontoife to Gaillon, the king's 
retreat will be feciured by detachments 
from two Swifs regiments employed in the 
department of the Baffe Seine^ who are ex* 
tremely well difpofed to his majefty : thefe 
detachments fhall proceed on the fame 
rout with the coaches afler they have 
pafied. 

^ Their majefties may flop for a day 
^ a night at the caftle of Vernon, to give 
time for the neceflary furniture to be car- 
ried to the caftle of Oaillon, in cafe that 
the furniture which was in it has been fold, 
as there is reafou to believe. 

** Thofe 
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" Thofe of the king and queen's hoiifc- 
hold, ^hom they defire to have with them, 
will receive fecret orders to follow, twelve- 
hours after the king's departure from Paris, 
and take with them, with every neceflary 
precaution, whatever linen and cloaths 
their majefties may require* Ck)nfidential 
couriers muft be eftablifhed at proper places 
on the road^ that his majefty may be inw 
formed every hour of the ftate of the 
capital, of the meafures of the affem- 
bly, &c. &c* Thofe couriers may be 
chofen from the diibanded foot-guards who 
remain in Paris. 

" As foon as the royal family (hall arrive 
at Gsdllon, the king will write to the af- 
fembly, the municipality, and to all the 
departments, informing them of the cir-- 
cumftances and motives which have obliged 
him to withdraw from Paris. 

** A fair reprefentation of the infults the 

royal family were fubjeded to, and the 

imminent dangers which threatened them, 

cannot fail to juftify his majefty's conduct ; 

c 2 and 
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and fuch a ftatement may poffibly make a 
ialutary impreffion on the minds of the 
people* 

*' M. de Montraorln, as weU as myfelf^ 
hope that his majefty will permit vss to fol- 
low, or to go before him.'* 

I did not draw up the above plan until 
I had confiiked M. d'Hcrvilly refpeaing 
the military operations in which he was to 
z€t a principal part : he approved of it en- 
tirely* In my letter to the king, which 
accompanied the plan, I entreated him to 
confider the mgent and great dangers to 
which not OKily himfelf, but all his family 
Hood expoied : i reprefented to him, that 
there remidned no other method of fecur- 
ing him agaonft dwfe dangers, but fuch a 
meafure as was now propofed ; and that 
there was not a moment to lofe, unlefs he 
was determined to abdicate the crown,, 
according to the advice which he was faid 
to have received frotn many refpedable 
perfons fincerely attached to him ; parti- 
cularly M, Maleffaerbes. That however great 

my 
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my repugnance was to fiich a meafure, my 
well-grounded apprehcnfions for his ma- 
jefly's life would have prompted me to ad- 
irife the fame, if I were not convinced that 
the above plan for his leaving Paris would 
be equally fafe, and in my humble opinion 
more becoming. 



C3 
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CHAR XXXL . 

^be king approves of our plan for his efcape. 
— M. Leforty marechal de camp^ isfent to 
Gaillon to examine its po/ition.-^l'he dukes 
of Cbatelet and Uancourt make offer of 
conjiderahle fums of money to his majejly. 
— Letter from the deputies VergniauXy 
Guadety and Genfonni to the king^ which 
he returns to them without taking any ad^ 
vantage of it. — Canverfation with M. 
Malejherbes on thefubjeS of this letter. '^'^ 
Flan of the Girondijls. 

I SUGGESTED to the king, that before the 
plan for his departure was ultimately 
adopted ; and while the neceflary prepar** 
ations were making for its execution, that 
it would be prudent to fend a faithful a^id 
experienced oflScer into Normandy, un- 
known in that province; that he would 
find no diiEculty in obtaining the permif» 
fion of the diredory of the department to 
a fee 
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ice the caftle ; particularly if he annouacea 
a deiign to purchafe it : that he muft care- 
fully examine the fituation, and the means 
of defence of which it is fufceptible ; and 
fee whether it would be pradicable to ob- 
tain aififtance^ if neceflary, from Rouen i 
that he muft be directed, at the fame time, 
to employ all his circumfpedion and ad- 
drefs ia founding the fcntiments of the 
chief members of that department, and the 
municipality, refpeding their attachment to 
hh majefty ; and, above all, the general dif^ 
pofition of the troops. 

I propofed that M. Lefort, marecbal de 
camp^ ihould be entrufted with this com- 
miffion: the king was acquainted with 
that gentleman's talents and his zeal. He 
was great gfandfon to the celebrated Le- 
fort, diftii^tttflied ia Ruflia by the coafi-* 
dence and frieadfhip of the Czar Peter the 
Great. 

After communicating the plan to the 

queen, and refleding upon it two days, the 

king approved of it, and of immediately 

fending M« Lefort to Normandy. But he 

c 4 obferved. 
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oUerved, that it Was firft of all necefiaiy td 
procute money : that he was far fiiom bemg 
in pofleffioa of a fufficieut fum, the civil lift 
being exhaufted I immediately communi-* 
cited this anfwer to M. Montpoiorin, whatold 
me, that the duke du Chatelet had informed 
him confidentially, that for thefe two months 
paft he had kept a million in referve to offer 
the king whenever he flood in need of it.: 
that fum therefore might be counted upon* 
I had, on my own part, already fecurcd of 
my own fortune, and from oth^r hands, 
the fum of 600,000 livres): and I bad 
hopes of affiflance from thb duke de Lian- 
court, who had frequently affut^ me, that 
he was ready to convert his whole lands 
into ready money for the king's ttfe, re* 
ferving only a hundred guiiKas a year for 
his own' immediate fiibfifteace* He had 
already lent his majeily 190,000 Hvres 
upon my receipt, and had promifed me 
900,000 livres about the beginning of 
Auguil:^ I informed the king of thefe re^ 
fources, which,- with the fum of 6 or 
700,000 livres in affignats, and 5000 louis 

d'or 
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tfor that* the long had by him» made iip 
about three millions. I urged the import** 
« 2^ce of not deferting M. Lefort's miflion^ 
and the king aufiiorifed me to fend him off 
next day* 

At this time the Girondifts^ had the 
greateft influence in the aflembly, as weU 
as in the Jacobin club. Among the chiefii 
of this party were Vergniaud, Gaudet^ and 
Genfonne. The plan for a fecond infiuv 
iredion was their work ; and although thej 
had not yet ventured to put it into execu«- 
tion, their defign was not abandoned. It 
was publicly announced that this infurrec^ 
tion would certainly take place fome time 
before the 15th of Auguft. The three de* 
puties above-mentioned commiflioned one 
Bofe, a psdnter, to deliver to Thierry, the 
king's valef de cbumbre^ a fealed packet, 
containing a letter to the king, which 
Thierry was required, on his refponli- 
bility, to deliver into his majefty's own 
hands. 

By this letter, which yras figned by thofe 

three deputies, it was declared to the king, 

6 "that 
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^^ that the difcontents of the people were 
ready to break out in a very terrible man- 
ner ; that an infurre^on, much more con- . 
liderable and ^violent than that of the 2oth 
of June, was already planned, and ready 
to burft forth at the firft fignal ; that it 
would take place in lefs than a fortnight, 
and the dethroning of his majefty wag the 
mildeft confequence it would have ; that 
his only means of avoiding this cataftrof^e 
was to recall Roland, Servan, andClaviere 
to the miniftry, in eight days at fartheft ; 
that if the king would confent, and give^ 
them his word, they would pledge their 
heads to prevent the infurredion from tak« 
ing place/' 

The king, after reading this imprudent 
and infolent letter, returned it to Thierry, 
whom he blamed for having received it, 
and ordered him to give it back, and to tell 
Bofe, that no anfwer could be made to fuch 
iapropofaL 

Unfortunately the king, on this occa- 
fioh, only confulted the natural generofity 
of his dirpofition. His extreme goodnefs 

even 



PRIVATE MEMOIRS. tj 

even extended to the wicked, and always' 
prevented him from turning againft them 
thofe arms with which they themfelves fur- 
nifhed him. If the king had fent a copy 
of this letter, attefted by all the minifters, 
to the aflembly, another to the municipal- 
ity, and one to each of the departments ; 
liad copies of the fame been diftributed in 
Paris, and in the principal cities through- 
out the kingdom^i^ it would have made fuch 
an impreflion as would have occafioned a 
general riling againft the Jacobins. I would 
jnoft certainly have fuggefted thfe above 
meafureto the king, had not the letter been 
returned before I knew of it. However 
there was one advantage ftill to be derived 
from it, namely by employing it as a proof, 
to the afTembly, and to all France, that a 
confpiracy of the moft dangerous nature 
was in exiftence; and that to withdraw 
himfelf from the confequence was the folc 
motive of his leaving Paris. His n^ajefty's 
alTertion would have been fufBcient, with 
the atteftation of Bofe, Thierry, and thofe 
to wliom he had (hewn the letter, to have 

convinced 
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convinced the mdfl:. incredulous of the 
public. , 

Four days after this event^ M. dcMalef^ 
hcrbes came to my houfe at nine o'clock in 
the morning, and told me that he wifhed to 
fpeak to me on a very ferious fubjed:, 
which particularly interefted the king, and 
in vrhich he had been applied to, becaufe 
he was fuppofed to have always kept up a 
correfpondence with his majefty ; adding^ 
that notwithflanding of his having declare4 
that this was a miftake, ftili they had perflil-* 
cd to inform him, in the hopes that he 
would find means of acquainting the king» 

^ I went yefterday,'* continued M. Malef- 
iierbes, ^^ to M* de Montmorin, and ac« 
quainted him with this whole afiair : but 
he has fent me to you. The bufinefs, in 
fliort, is this * : Two perfons, whofe names 

Imuft 

♦ The veneration which M. de Malefherbes has engrafted 
on his memory, by his generous defence of the king, which 
coft him and his family their lives, ftrongly induces me to 
give the whole of an extra<5i I kept of this converfatxon, 
which is intercfting, from the chara&eriftic peculiarities it 
contains of that venerable martyr to humanity and loyalty. 
AU who have been ac<|iiainted with M. de Malelherbes muft 

jcmember, 
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Imuft not mention, having given my v^ord 
V of honour that I would not, came to me 
yeilerday morning, and told me, after a 
long preamble unneccffary to repeat, that 
the chiefs of that parly, who had, at pre- 
' fent, the moft influence, had charged them 
to inform me, under a promife of fecrecy, 
that in a very few ^ days an infurreftioft 
would take place ; that the people of Paris, 
headed by the Marfeillois, and fupported 
by the national guards would march in a 
body againft the Thuilleries ; that the 
jking's life was in the utmoft danger ; that 

remember, tjiat the fubjeft on which he was the moftcaget Co 
fpeak was that on which he fpoke the leaft. Few men had 
read and nieditated more, and few retained more of what they 
hud read, than htm» His head was full of ideas, anecdotes^ 
aj^d knowledge of various kinds, which his vivacity |wc- 
rented him from arranging. His convcrfation might be 
cOmparcU to the continual and irregular overflowing of a 
veiTel of boiling liquor. During my miniftry, he once de« 
iired a meeting with me, to recommend the hufband of bi» 
grand-daughter for a particular ofEce. Our converfatioa 
continued an hour, during which he fpoke of a thoufend 
different fubjeds, but not a word of his grandfon. He was 
taking his leave, when 1 put him in mind, that in the note 
^e had fent, defiring this rendezvous, he had hinted that he 
wiihcd to talk to me .concerning one of his near relations. 

even 
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even if he efcaped the fword of the aflaf^ 
fins, it would be impoflible for the aflem- 
biy to fave him^ and appeafe the populace 
any other way than by dethroning him ; 
that the king had no other means of ovet« 
fetting this horrible plot than by recalling 
Roland, Claviere, and Servan diredly to 
the miniftry ; and that every perfon inte- 
refted in him ought to advife him to adopt 
that meafure*'* 

I told M« deMalefherbes that the king had 
received the fame information and propo^ 
fitiou from three confiderable deputies of 
the affembly ; that he had rejected it with 
difdain ; and that I had no doubt but that 
he would do the fame to this new pro- 
pofal. 

" I do not fay that it is my opinion He 
ought to do otherwife/* faid M. de Malef* 
herbes, with his ufual vivacity; ** I am 
very glad that I am not to advife him in 
this matter : but if the king required of me 
to give him my advice, it would be to afit 
as he has done j for thus much I may fay, 
without betraying the fecr9t entrufted to 

me. 
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mci that the warmth with which this af-^ 
fair was mentioned to me feemed to arife 
from afource no way connected with any 
anxiety for the king. I do not doubt but 
there is fome dirty finance bufmefs under 
it, and that Claviere has promifed a great 
deal of money to thefe gentlemen* How- 
ever I thought the circumflances too fe- 
rious to be concealed from his majefly. I 
di4 not know that he had received the letter 
you fpeak of. It is what I never fhould 
have imagined. The poor king ! how I 
pity him ! He will hardly, I fear, efcape 
thefe villains ; and it is much to be regret-^ 
ted, for he is undoubtedly a worthy and 
moft refjpedable prince. But you have pro-, 
bably remarked one thing, M.Bertrand, that 
in certain fituation8,fuch as theprefent, for 
example, the virtues of private life, carried 
a cprtain length, become almofl vices upon 
a throne. They may be excellent for the 
next world. I am willing to believe fo : 
but they are of no value here. This re- 
flection Is melancholy: but, ^las! it is 
too juft. So I find that you have kept up 
a correfpondence with our good king. I 

9m 
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am glad of it. You are happy in being 
young enough to be ufeful to him. As for 
me, I am too old to fervc him : but ever 
lince I had the opportunity of appreciating 
his good qualities, I have been warmly at- 
tached to him. , I go conftantly to the levee 
every Sunday, although I hate to drefs, and, 
above all, to wear this confounded fword, 
which contrives continually to get betwixt 
my legs, and I fear will one day or other ^be 
the caufe of my breaking my neck. But I 
wear it every Sunday notwithftanding, be- 
caufe my greateft comfort through the 
whole week is the recollc£kion that I had 
feen the worthy prince in good health. 1 
never prefs near enough to be fpoken to : 
but that does not fignify ; it is fatisfaftion 
enough to have feen him, and he appears 
to be always very well pleafed to fee me. 
He always treated me with peculiar kind- 
nefs during my being in the adminiflxa- 
tion. He was fometimes entertained 
with my anecdotes. You muft have 
^een much furprifed to fee how much 
his charader rifes on being known, and 
how greatly he has been mifreprefented 

by 
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mkted by thofe who are unacquainted with 
him. I never knew a perfbn of a founder 
underftanding. Have you not obferved, that 
in the cojincil he never miftakes the beft 
opinion ? Let me aflure you, that is very 
uncommon. Do noryou imagine^ that if 
'he had had the fame kind of education that 
we have had ; if he had been habituated, 
as we were, to overcome natural diflSdence 
by public exercifes in the college, he would 
eafily have become a great king? for you 
know that exceffive timidity is his principal 
failing. And even as he is, I am con- 
vinced that, with good minifterSj his reign 
would have been one of the happieft of our 
monarchy j for it is impoffible to love vir- 
tue more, or to have a greater defire of 
doing good than he has* What do you 
think r* 

"I think, fir," anfweredl, "that it 
would have been fortunate for him if he 
had always had minifters fuch as you." 

*' Not fo fortunate as you imagine," an- 
fwered the good old man. " No, no j do 
not deceive yourfelf. I was a very bad 

VOL. III. p . minifter. 
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minifter. Indeed I never wifhed for 
power, nor to be a minifter. I was puihed 
into that fituation I cannot well tell why, 
nor how: but I fufpedl it was owing to a 
reputation greatly above my merit, and for 
which I was indebted to accidental circum- 
ftances. I told both the king and M. Tur- 
got, that they could not poffibly make a 
worfe choice, for I was too old ; my poor 
faculties began to be exhaufted ; that all I 
coiild now offer for his majefty*s fervicc wa« 
integrity and bonhommie^ two qualities infuf* 
ficient of themfelves to conftitute even aa 
indifferent minifter. All I could urge was 
to no purpofe. Every body perfifted, and 
I was obliged to yield. But the day on 
which I was relieved of that burthen ap- 
peared to me the happieft of my life. I da 
not pretend to fay that I could have fup* 
ported it much better w*hen I was young* 
My head was too ardcntr I was always 
fond of ftudy, or rather of ftudies ; for \ 
attempted a variety at once : but I always 
hated what is called bufinefs, becaufe it re- 
cj^uires a kind of fteady application that I 
2 . could - 



eculd not bear* Although well acquainted 
with book), I Was igaof aixt o( men, and a 
ftrangef to the ways of the court ; and 
without a complete knowledge of both, it 
Is impoflible for a man of probity, who 
regards reputation, to remain in adminiflra^ 
ti'cm. Do you know that one of the moft 
fatal defeats of our government ift, that it is 
impoflible for the king, let him be ever fo 
well difpofed, to be certain, when he names 
a minifter, that he has made a good choice ? 
He has no means of inveftigatiflg the talents 
and capacities of thofe who 3Xt propofed to 
jhim, but is forced to truft to the account h^ 
receives from the people about him. And it 
frequently happens, that a perfon is re- 
commetided to him ists a man of talents, 
who has none but thofe for intrigue, and 
who is capable of little elfe befides beftow^ 
ing places and penfions on the creatures of 
of the favourite, or of fbme particular lady 
the court; perhaps, the miftrcfs of one 
ef the princes, or miniftei^. The reigii 
of fuch minifter^, it is true, is but,of flxort 
4uratioa t but thofe who fucceed, being 
D 2 chofen 
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chofen itf the like manner, are feldom any 
better, and fometimes worfe. What I have 
faid of the minifters, ftiay be alfo faid of all 
who are appointed to any place or employ- 
ment of fmaller importance. Iii this manner 
governments arc overfet, and revolutions 
brought on. I know that the defed I have 
mentioned does not neceflarily adhere to 
oui* government ; , and without altering any 
paTt of the conftitution, it would be poflible 
to prevent intrigue and favour from influ- 
encing, in any manner, the nomination to 
places and employments ) and all that is re- 
quiiite for bringing about this important al- 
teration, would be to re-eflrablifh, with fome 
improvements, the ancient form of elec- 
tion, and to extend it to all the places and 
offices of importance in the government ; 
which the king might do, if he pTeafed to 
infift with firmnefs upon it. But there lies 
the difficulty. Nothing is more rare than 
fjrmnefs of refolution in kings. But in your 
company I forjget myfelf. I make you lole 
your time. You are going, no doubt, to 
write to his majefty ; in cafe he fliouli 

happen 
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happen to alter his refolution, refpeding the 
recalling of the three noinifters, you will 
be fo good as to fend me word.*' 

The moment M. de Maleiherbps left me, 
I fet down this converfation ^ which givers fo 
juft an idea of the goodnefs, candour, and 
integrity of that refpedable and excellent 
man. He remained with me nearly two 
hours. I have only retrenched the top 
flattering eulogiums he was pleaied to be* 
ftow upon me, and the epifodcs and nur 
ijierous anecdotes with which his converli- 
tion was intetfperfed. 

I gave the king an account of the akrmi- 
iqg information which I had received from 
M. de Malefherbes, and informed his ma«p 
jefty, at the fame time, that I fhould re- 
ceive, in thpcourfe of the day, the whole 
pf the 6oo,poo livres which I had under^ 
taken to procure for. him; and that I was 
already in poffeffion of 400,000 livres of 
that fum. The king wrote the following 
Anfwer in the margin of my letter ; 

" I can never alter my determination rcr- 

^jedting the pfopofalmademebythecliiefspf 

p 3 the 
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the Girottde party; but I aiti not the Icfs 
^ffeiaed by the zeal which M. de Malef* 
herbes has manifefted, and I defire you 
will teH him fo. To-mortow I fliaH fend 

you, by M. de-' , my receipt for the 

600,000 livres^ You wiii write on the re- 
ceipt the amorait of the in'tereft, aocbrding 
to th6 conditions on which the money was 
Jent." 

Accordingly the very next day M. de 
«■ • •• broug'ht me the receipt, dated thd 
a 9th of July, He had another for a mil- 
lion of livres, which he was to deliver to 
M- de Montmorin. 

I informed M, de Maleftierbes of thfe ah-r 
fwer I had received ftom the king ; and 
four days after I was acquainted, that 
a meeting had Veen held at Charehton, 
compofed of the moft violent tcvolutionifts 
in the affembly, and of the Jacobins j that 
the projeded infutreQiion was ultimately 
fixed for the 9th or loth of Auguft; thait 
after having plundered the palace, and 
forced the king to take refuge in the aflem* 
bly, the populace were to demand his 

depofitiou 
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depofition in a ftile fo threatening that the 
affemblf would not dare to refufe. 

The chiefs of the Gironde fadion, wh© 
had planned the infurrediion, did not 
at that time Intend to oyerfet the mo- 
narchy; their defign was to dethrone the 
king, and make the crown pafs to his fon^ 
and to eftablifh a council of regency, whict' 
they would have compofcd of their crea-i* 
tures, over whom they would always have 
had fufficient influence to obtain whatever 
money or employments they demanded. 
But as they knew that it is eafier to excite 
a violent infurreftion, than to moderate it, 
or prefcribe its bounds, fo as to obtain the 
precifc objeft they had in view, they were 
inclined to have relinquiflied their plan, on 
condition that the king would have agreed 
to recall the three minifters, who were top 
much devoted to them to have refufed them 
any thing ; from which motive they wrote 
to his majefty, and applied to M. de Malef- 
herbes. 

M. Lefort was only expedled from Nor* 

mandy on the ,5th of Auguft. I went the 

D 4 day 
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day before to M. de Montmorin's, to fettle 
matters ultimately for the king's departure* 
I there found Meflrs. de Clermont Ton- 
nerre, Malouet, and I-ally Tolendal, who 
were in the fecret. It was agreed upon, 
that Mef&s* Montmorin and Clerrnqnt Ton^ 
pcrre fliould each furnifH a coach drawn by 
two horfes, in which they were to come to 
M. de la Porte's to fupper on the evening 
fixed upon for the departure of the royal 
family ; that M* de Montmorin and mo 
were each of us to fend four good horfes to 
Pierrefite, a fmall village half a leagu^ be- 
yond St. Penis, where a friend of mine 
was to go on horfcback to wait the king's 
arrival, and then to fet off immediately to 
give notice to the officers commanding the 
pofts of the Swifs guard? all along the road 
to Triel. He was provided, ^s well as myr 
fplf, with a paflppi-t for the interipr parts of 
the kingdom. I advifed M, de Mpntrapr 
rin to get ope immediately* 

" It is rather a paflport for the other 
\vprld that I ftand in need of," faid he, 

witl^ 
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v^ith a look fo very mournful, that it mado 
melhudden 

** What do you mean?" faid I, looking at 
him with inquieWde. ^ Do you feel yourr 
felf unwell?" ' ^ 

** Not at all," anfwered he : " but I am 
convinced that all thofe precautions are ufe- 
lefs J for I am perfuaded I fhall never 
efcape thofe who arc <ietermined to have 
my life." 

" How can you have fuch a convidlion ?" 
^nfwered 1. " I have the fame enemies 
with you. They are even more enraged 
againft me, yet I believe I fhall efcape." 

^' I hope you will," replied he : " but 
as for myfelf, I am convinced that I fhall 
be affaflinated in lefs than three months." 

" I cannot, indeed, anfwer for what may 
happen," faid I, " if you give yourfelf fo 
much up to thofe difmal ideas, as to take no 
precaution againfl the danger which hangs 
over us all." 

*' Precautions are ufelefs," faid he. " I 
have long had this prefage. I fubmit to 
my fate ; but I fhall, to my latcft breath, 

' employ 



4ft PRIVATE MEMOIRS* 

einploy ev^ety means in my power to lave 
the king, if it be yet poffible to fave him." 

*• Yes, undoubtedly it is poffible/* faid 
I ; ^ unlefs he laHows himfelf to he dif* 
couragcd by prefages alfo." 

" Be affured," anfwered M. de Mont- 
morin, " that it is not courage in which I 
am ^efit:ient. I now fear death much leis 
than I do life." 

This fad impreffion had taken fuch deep 
root in his mind, that all I could fay to dif- 
fipate it, was in vain ; and I only obtained 
his promife that he would procure a paflf- 
port for himfelf before the end of the d^y. 




Mabame e. o y a l e 
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CHAP. XXXIL 

Return of M. Lefort from Normandy. ^---^I 
tranjmit his report to the king^ i^SS^^S 
that his fnajejty would Jix on the day of his 
departure <is foon as pojfibk^ and to give 
the necejfary orders to the commanding of 
fcer of the Swijs^ that he would carefully 
burn all papers relative to thefecret expences 
of the civil lift. — Thj^ king changes his refo^ 
lution.^^My reprefentatton on thatfuhjeBt. 
*— STiJe' Hh^s anfwer.'^-^^Thii queen^s prgu-- 
dices agmnji the duke of Uancour-t.^-^His 
conduSl tomards the king.-^A prqjeB of 
Madame StaeL-^^-Tentb ^ Auguf.^^M. 
^Hervilly. 

•^N the ftrft Sunday in Aiiguft I went to 
the levee, according to my ufual cu£» 
tom, in ^ite of the extretbe difficulty I 
found in walking, upon account of an ab-* 
fccii in my thigh. The court wai never 

more 
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more brilliant, or rather never more numer* 
ous, than oii that day. The inquietude which 
the king and queen's fituation infpired, and 
the grief, from the idea that it might be 
tht laft time they fhould ever fee their fo- 
vereign, was ftrongly expreffed in the coun^ 
tenances of mapy prefent, I could not 
long fupport this afFe£ting fcene. I left 
the palace, my eyes running over with 
tears j yet I was far from imagining, at that 
moment, that I had feen the royal family 
for the laft time, 

M. Lefort arrived late that fame nigjit, 
and came to piy houfe next morning, being 
the 6th of Auguft, at feven o'clpck. . fie 
gave me the mpft fatisfying account of his 
miffion. His report was contaijqed in fpur 
pages J3f fmall writing. It was. in fubftance 
as follows : 

" That the fituation of Gaillon was in 
all rcfpcds as advantageous as could be de^ 
fired. for a refidence of a f?w days; that 
three fhoufand good troops would be Suf- 
ficient to put the: caftle out of danger frbm 
a c€uf> dc wain j that the furniture had been 

fold 
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fold and carried off ; but in a few hours all 
that their majefties would require, could be 
had from Rouen ; that the opinion of the 
people in Normandy, and particularly at 
Rouen,, was entirely in favour of the king ; 
that the department and municipality were 
compofed of worthy, reafonable people, 
who, in yielding to the revolution', conti- 
nued to love the king, whom they would 
affift as much as lay in their power, though 
they hoped that his majefty would not be 
obliged to take refuge in Rouen, becaufe 
they dreaded, above all things, having their 
town befieged by the Parifians; that the 
two Swifs regiments in Normandy were 
excellent, and might be trufted ; that the 
troops of the line employed in that de- 
partment, were alfo well inclined to the 
king ; that the foldiers had expreifed them- 
felves with indignation upon the infurrec- 
tion of the 20th of June, and that they 
would not hefitate to declare openly for the 
king, if his majefty was threatened with 
neW dangers, and Ihewed confidence ia 
them.'' 

After 
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After converfing upwards ofvact hotlf 
tdlth M. Le&^ij I feflt his rdation to the 
JkJng, ftrongly wging the necdiity of his 
t)&2fcjefty'i iimiiiiedktely fixing the day of hi$ 
dtspaiftture, and» at the fame time, giving 
tli& necefiary orders: to the officers who 
(giO^manded the Swi& gu£^d» that if things 
qQjgid be fo oxdered,^ that the diSerent <}«** 
Uchq;ieiits could reach their deflinad pofts 
Qfk tfee 7th, the king might fet out that 
fame night, or, at fartheft, the night fc^^ 
lowing* 

At all events I befought his majefty to give 
M. d'Hervillyand me our definitive orders as 
foon as pofiible, that we might have time to 
arrange our refpe^kive t^eafures, and that I 
might fet out with M» de Montmorin, and 
wait for the royal fiimily at whatever place 
his majefty fiiould appoint. I reminded 
the king, in this letter, of the advice which 
I had already given him ; namely, to re* 
commend to M# de la Porte, to burn every 
paper- and document relative to the fecret 
expences of the civil lift, before his depar- 
ture ; for it was indifpenfably neccflary for 

him 
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him to leave Paris at the fame time wltU 
the Roy^l fanaily ; \t being evident, thatiae 
could act remain, in Pari? without the ut=* 
moil danger i and that aH his papers 
would be examined by the orders of the 
aflembly as foon as ^e king's departure 
flipuld b« known. 

I did not doubt' but that I (hould imnjje^ 
diately receive an anfwet from the king to 
my letter j and I. waited for it ail the 
morning with extreme impatience. Tha 
gentleman whom I had entrufted with the 
letter, did not return from the palaqe tilt 
one o'clock in the foreaoon : he told me 
that the king had defired him to go back 
for an anfwer at five^ 

I was not alarmed at this dehy, as I fup* 
po£bd that his majefty only deferred. the 
anfwer until he could inform me of the 
arrangements he had made with th^ com<« 
manding officer of the.Swifs, and his ulti- 
mate intentions refpedting various meafures 
preparatory to his journey j but, at fix 
o'clock, my hopes vaniflied, when my mef- 
fenger returned from the palace with an 

order 
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order from the king and queen to fufpend 
the preparations for their departure till 
farther notice ; as it was their majefties 
intentions to referve that ftep for the laft 
extremity. 

Thefe fatal words were like a thunder- 
bolt to me. " What do they mean by the 
laft extremity ?'' cried*!, with as much rage 
as defpair. " Who can the idiots or traitors 
be, who have fuggefted fuch a pernicious 
»efolution ?" 

I hurried to the houfe of M* de Mont- 
morin, to inform him of this difaftrous 
anfwer, and to entreat that he would go 
and expoftulate with the king, or write 
that evening to him in the ftrongeft man- 
ner ; and, if poffible, bring him back to 
the only meafure which could fave him. 

" I could not go to the palace at pre- 
fent," faid he, " without being remarked, 
and giving rife to fufpicion j therefore I 
fhall write, but without hopes of fuccefs, 
becaufe I am fure that they are fwayed. by 
different counfel than ours. The king is 
ruined, my friend, and fo are we all. You 
I laughed 



-/ 
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laughed at me fix months ago, i^rhen I told 
you that it would come to a rdpubKc: you 
will find that I was not deceived ; I be* 
Heve it is at ho great diHance ; perhaps it 
Will not laft long ; but that will depend 
iipon the fate of thcT king^ If he is afTaffi-* 
hated, the republic will certainly be of fhort 
duration ; but if he fhall be formally tried, 
and confeqiieritly condemned, yoju will not 
have the monarchy fo foon re-eftablifhed. 
As for me^ I (hall never fee it." 

** You have ftill the fame fatal forebod- 
ings," faid i. 

** Yes, undoubtedly," anfwered he. 

** Why will you then remain in Paris ?" 
irefumed I, " if the king refolves againft 
leaving it, you can be no longer ufeful to 
him, as you have no charge. I affure you, 
that if I was in your place, and afFefted in 
the manner you are, I would fet off to^ 
morrow, either with the king, if he can be 
prevailed upon to go, or without him, if he 



cannot." 



'^ That I never will do," anfwered M. 
de Monfmorin : *' what the king's de- 
void III, 1 termi- 
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terminations^ are, I (hall adhere to him till 
the laft moment. I never can confent to 
feparate my fate i^om his. Your fituation 
is diflferent; you have always been con- 
fidered'as aroyalift; whereas I am looked 
upon here as a conftitutionalift, and at Cob- 
lentz as a Jacobin. The king alone knows 
my conduit, my motives, and the proofs 
of attachment 1 have given him : he alone 
can declare that I have always ferved him 
faithfully : if that laft refource is taken 
from me, I fhall have nothing to oppofe to 
thofe prejudices which would render my 
life infupportable j fo, if he ftays in Paris, 
I ftay alfo, happen what may. I am now 
going to write to him.'* 

M. de Montmorin accordingly wrote to 
the king that night ; and the next day I 
alfo wrote a long letter, in which I en- 
deavoured to paint, in the ftrongeft colours, 
the inevitable cataftrophe to which he not 
only cxpofcd himfelf, but his whole family, 
placing in various lights the impoflibility of 
his iavoiding (feftfudion/otherwife than by 
'flight, I entreated his maj efty to confider 

..: .. that 
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that this refource was ftill open to him, pro- 
dded that not a moment was loft ; but to- 
morrow it would perhaps be too late. I 
added, that iii cafe he had adopted another 
plan which he did not think proper to eh- 
truft me with, I hoped his majefty Would 
remember that I had only remained in 
France in order to ferve him j and that h6 
would, therefore, condefcend to let me 
know by what means I could be ufeful td 
hiin. My letter was returned that even- 
ing with the following anfwer on the 
margin : 

" I am affured, from gdod authority, 
that the infurredtion is not fo near as yoii 
Imagine ; befides, there are ftill meaiis of 
preventing, ol: at leaft of retarding it ; and 
I am taking meafures for that pUrpofe : it 
is only neceOary to gain time. I have 
rcafoas for believing that therfe is left 
danger in rcmainiilg than in flight. Con- 
tinue your meafures of vigilance, and con- 
tinue to write to me regularly.'* 

Soon after I went to M. de Montmorin, 

Wjbo hud received no anfwer to his letter ; 

i 2 but 



52 PRIVATE MEMOIRS- 

but he was pofitively informed that it was 
the queen who fet his majefty againft th«r 
fcheme of taking refuge in Gaillon, al- 
though fhe had at firft approved of it ; but 
her diftruft of the loyalty of the duke de Li- 
ancourt, who commanded in that part of 
Normandy, afterwards determined her 
againft that plan. ** M. Bertrand does not 
confider," fhe faid, *^ that he is throwing us 
into the hands of conftitutionalifts.'* 

Befidcs, they had juft heard that the 
Pruffian army was in motion. Nobody 
doubted but that the duke 6f Brunfwick's^ 
plan was to march ftraight to Paris ; and 
It was thought, that the Franch army were 
too weak, and too ill commanded, to refift 
the difciplined Germans, led by fo expe- 
rienced a general; and that our troops* 
would take flight at his approach. Some 
private advifers of the queen wifhed this 
too much not to believe it ; and it was ont 
thefe chimerical conj enures that the de-^ 
luded court founded their hopes^ 

With refpefl: to the duke de Liancourt, 
I had not become acquainted with him tMl 
: . . - - the 
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the month of May 1792 j an4, till then, I 
never paid fufficient attention to his con* 
duGt to enable mc to form any judgment 
of it. He fought my acquaintence, be« 
caufe his afliduous attendance at the palace 
gave him an opportunity of knowing that 
I kept up a particular corre^ondeiice with 
the king : the obje^ of his firft vifit, was 
to inform me of the means he had of ferv- 
ing his majefty in Normandy, where he 
was then going. He had entirely gained 
the confidence of the regiments under his 
command there, as well as of the depart«- 
ment and municipality : his defign was to 
take every opportunity of rendering the 
Jacobins odious, oppofing rejMjblican ideas, 
and ftrengthening the. attachment which 
prevailed in that province for the king and 
conftitution. 

The duke forefaw that the king would be 
forced to leave the capital, and Normandy 
appeared to him the province in which his 
majefty would be likely to meet with the 
moft cordial reception^ and where he would 
^nd himfelf in greateft fecurity. Befides, 
E 3 Nor- 
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Normandy yvM the only province in which 
he could take refuge without paifing th^ 
bounds prefcribed by the conftitution. It 
was upon this .occafion that the duk^ 
de Liancourt told me, that if the king 
wanted money, as there was reafon to fear 
would be the cafe, all his fortune, one 
hundred louis d'or a year excepted, was at 
his majefty's difpofal ; and that by giving 
him notice, only a fortnight beforehand, 
te could fumifli a million of livres at leafti 
The air of furprife with which I liftened to 
this propofal, aiSsfbed him. 

" You perhaps imagine as many others 
have done," faid he, " that I am a democrate, 
|)ecaufe I was pf the Cot^ Gau^b^ in the af- 
femblyj but tl\e kipg knows my motive? 
for not being of the Cat( Droit; and I 
a£ted with his approbation. I could hav? 
been of no ufe to him in uniting myfelf to 
the ariftocratic party; an individual, more 
or lefs, would neither have rendered it 
ftronger nor weaker. But, by gaining the 
confidence of the Cote Gauche^ I had the 
rocans of knowing fomiething pf thf prpr 

jeftsi 
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je(Ss of the Jacobins, and giving inform- 
ation to his majefty. I do not fay that 
I did not diefire fome reformations in the 
government, which I thought would be 
ufeful ;, but I never wiflied for a revolu- 
tion ; and, although I was always on the 
Cote Gauche^ I defy any one to fay that I 
ever fupported a violent motion, or en* 
deavoured to carry a decree contrary to the 
king's real intereft and legal authority, 
which I always diftinguifhed from the bad 
ufe his minifters often made of it. I wa$ 
blamed for having prevented the king from 
going off on the i4thj|of July 1789, and 
for advifing him to go to the aflembly ; 
but who could have forefeen the fatal con^ 
• fequences of that meafure ? and thefe con- 
fequences may be, in a great degree, attri- 
buted to the many falfe and weak fteps 
which accompanied it, in which I had no 
part. I advifed his majefty, on that occa- 
fipn, to the plan which^ in his fituation, I 
would have adopted myfelf; and, if I was 
deceived, the fault is in my judgment, but, 
affuredly, not in my heart, which, the king 
E 4 knows, 
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knows, was^ and ever will be fincerely 
his/' 

I Uftened to this difcourfe of the duke 
of Lianiourt with pleafure ; and I can de^ 
clare, and I ought tp declare, becaufe it is 
truth, that in the whole courfe of my ac7 
quaintance with him, I have ever found 
Jiis condu<3: cpnfiftent with the fenti- 
ments he then expreffed. His ?eal for the 
royal caufe, and perfonal attachment to the 
king, were invariable, I faw him flied 
tears for the fate of that unfo^unate prince 
a year after his death : • he feemed entirely 
fingroflecj \)y the ^efire of juftifying his 
'memory. But no proof of attachment on 
'the part of the duke de Liancourt can raife 
furprife after his having facrificed his per- 
fonal cpnfidcratipn, and the good ppinion 
of almoft all perfpris of his own rank, by 
placing himfelf pp the Cate Gauche of the 
firft aflembly, merely from a defire pf be- 
ing ufeful to the king, Jt is true that X 
have no proof of this but his pwn word, 
and the firmnefs with which he invoked 
|he king*$ teftipxony, defiring ine to inform 

myfelf 
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my&lf from his majefty; but I never 
fppke to the king upon the fubjed, becaufd 
it did not appear^ at leaft at that time, that 
he harboured any doubts refpeding th« 
fincdrity and loyalty of M. de Liancourt, 
I thought at the time, and ftill continue to 
believe, that the queen's prepoffeffions 
againft that nobleman, whether well found*- 
pd or not, were a great misfortuilfe, fince 
they were the caufe of her rejeding the 
pnly mcafure which could have prevented 
that dreadful cataftrophe, which has proved 
fo ihocking to humanity, and fo injurious 
to the honour of France, 

The nepeffity of the king's departure 
from, Paris was fo generally felt, that Ta- 
f ious plans of evafipn were fent to his ma- 
jelly ; even madame dp Stael, whether in 
the hopes pf expiating the mifchief fhe 
had, without intepding It no dpubt, done 
to the royal family by her intrigues, or^ 
perhaps, fjrom an itch of intriguing again, 
invented a plan for his majefty'? efcape, 
which flie communicated to M. de Mont- 
fnprij} in a letter t^i^t he (hewed me. 

The 



._L 
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The plan was as follows : The eftate of 
Lamote, on the coaft of Normandy, be- 
longing to the duke of Orleans, was at this 
time to be fold* Madame de Stael propofed 
that flie Ihould publicly give out that flie 
had an intention to purchafe it ; and on 
this pretext, that fhe ftiould make frequent 
journies to that place, always in the fame 
carriag<?, and accompanied in the fame 
manner ; namely, a man of bufmefs, of the 
fame fize and fhape with the king, dreffed 
in a grey coat and a round periwig; a 
waiting-woman of the fize and appearance 
of the queen, having her face partly con-p 
cealed under a large bonnet, with a black 
gauze veil ; a child of the age and figure of 
the dauphin; and a footman on horfe- 
back. This laft part was deftined for M. 
de Narbonne. When thefe repeated jour^- 
nies had accuftomed the mafters of the poft- 
houfes and the poftillions on the road to the 
appearance of madame de Stael and her tra- 
velling companions, fo that they fhould no 
longer' excite much attention, (he propofed 
that the pUces pf the man of bufioef?, the 

waiting-i 
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Ifraiting-woman^and the child, flxould be oc* 
CUpied by the king, queen, and dauphin, ia 
the hopes that the three latter, paffing for 
the former, would arrive fafely at the caftl^ 
of Lamote, where a fiihing veffel fhould 
be in readinefs to tranfport them where 
they pleafed* 

The pnly preparation (he recommended, 
in cafe her plan ww adopted, was to pro- 
vide the bonnet and round wig ; and flic 
made it an efTential article that M. de Nar- 
bonne fliould be included in the enterprlfe, 
becaufe flie confidered his zeal and intelli- 
gence as neceflary to infure its fuccefs. No 
provifion Was made for the fafety of the 
princefs royal nor madame Elizabeth : but 
indeed madame de Stael could hardly fup* 
pofe that thofe prlnceffes would be ex-* 
pofed to any danger by remaining in Paris* 

This plan appeared to M. de Montmo- 
rin equally dangerous, romantic, and in- 
^pnfiftent with propriety; he therefore 
never mentioned it to the king, in the fear 
that hife majefty, who regarded Madame de 
Stael fi$ extremely romantic and extrava* 

gant, 
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gant, would be ready to reje<3; every future 
plan of efcape as wild and extravagant, 
merely becaufe a fimilar meafure had been 
propofed by her, 

I have no doubt that at the time I receiv- 
cd the order from his majefty to fufpend 
the meafures for his departure, he ferioufly 
thought of adopting another plan, which 
appeared fo full of danger to madarae Eli- 
zabeth, that flie fent the baron de Gilliers 
to me on the 8th of Auguft', at .eleven 
o'clock at »ight, to know if I was the au- 
thor of it ; ^nd to requeft, in that cafe, that 
I would immediately put a ftop to it. By 
what the baron de Gilliers faid, I found 
that this plan was different from mine. J 
therefore dcfired he would tell madams 
Elizabeth from me, that, being convinced 
the king's departure was peceffary, I had 
propofed a plan which I was fure would 
not have alarmed her : but that his ma» 
jefty, after having confented to adopt it, 
had, to my great affliftion, changed his 
mind, and taken a determinjition ligainft 
leaving Paris. 

I haivQ 
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I have fince learned, that the plan that 
had alarmed madame Elizabeth ib greatly 
confifted in the royal family's efcaping im- 
mediately to Compiegne, to enable them^ 
in cafe of neceffity, to withdraw out of the" 
kingdom by the foreft of the Ardennes and 
the principality of Beaumont, The count 
d'HerviHy, who was continually near the 
perfon of the king, had been acquainted, 
before I was, of his repugnance to the plan 
of efcape by Gaillon, and his ardour to 
ierve their majefties had fuggefted tolixni 
this new fcheme, which was known and 
agreed to at Coblentz, by the intermedia- 
tion of a man of the firfl rank, who had 
gone on purpofe, and who, pafling through 
Bruffels on his return, i had the indif- 
cretion to mention it to a certain perfon, 
who, the very next day, made- the whole 
be publifhed in the Bruffels Gazette, and 
thus prevented the poffibility of its exe- 
cution. I do not prefume to make any 
comment on this fmgular incident, which 
is of too ferious a nature to name the per- 
3 fon, 
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fon, as I have only proofs of the fa£t, with- 
out knowing the motives. 

Nothing could be more alarming than 
the continual reports Lreceived at this time 
from Buob and Gilles, concerning the ftate 
of the capital, and of the projedts and ma-*- 
tiocuvres of the Jacobins. Already the 
day, the hoUi*, and the plan of the infur- 
rcdlion were fixed. The king Was petfe<3:ly 
well informed of this, yet ftill flattered 
himfelf that he fliould be able to prevent 
it, or make his efcape. I have been fince 
informed, that a negotiation had been fet 
on foot with BriflTot, and thit as late as the 
9th of Auguft, an agent, iiuthorifed by the 
king, was ftill debating on the terms pro-^ 
pofed by that villain,* who demanded no 
lefs, for preventing the execution of the 
confjpiracy, than 12,000,000 livres infpe- 
cie or in letters of exchange, and a paft- 
port to fecure his fafe retreat out of the 
kingdom. It is poffible that thefe terms 
might have been gone into, if the fum he 
demanded had been in the coflfer of the 

civil 
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civil lift; and it is more than probable that 
he would have carried the greater part of it 
out of- the kingdom J and that the infur-^ 
reftion would only have been deferred a 
few days. 

My complaint having increafed, I could 
neither walk nor endure the motion of a 
carriage on the 9th of Auguft : but one of 
my friends, who was at the palace the 
whole day, gave me an exa6t account of 
every thing that pafled there, and of all the 
meafures taken for the fecurity of the royal 
family. Thofe battalions of national 
guards, who were on duty at the palace,' 
were extremely well diijpofed to the king. 
Their commanders and oflBcers were en- 
tirely devoted tOv him. The Swifs guards 
alfo were of approved bravery and fidelity* 
Thofe troops were reinforced by gentlemen 
and royalifts of every rank, whom the 
danger of the royal family drew in crowds 
to the palace. This united force would 
certainly have been able to have defended 
it until the arrival of the three thoufand 
- 5 ' Swifs 
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Swifs from Courbevoye, if they had rt- 
ceived timely orders td fet off. But cveri 
on the loth, when they were fent for, if 
the king had remained in the palace tintil 
their arrival, which would have taken place 
foon after he went to the national afiembly^ 
he might have repelled the infurredion of 
that fatal day ; but giving way to foUcita- 
tioris, perhaps perfidious, unqueftiofiiably 
unfortunate, he fought an afylum among 
thofe who were preparing a prifon, chains, 
and death for him and his family. 

I fhall not here go oVer the events dj^that 
day of blood, every moment of which was 
marked with innumerable crimes. They ar^ 
too well known, and the recollection is tod 
fliocking to be dwelt upon. One circum- 
flance may fervcas a proof of the illufion in 
which the queen was, with refpedk to her' 
fituation, even when flie was in thfe Loge 
du Logograpbe. When the cannon wercf 
firing upon the palace, and in the midft 
of the ferocious petitions for dethroning 
the king, her majefty, relying upon th^ 

prefident's 
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prefident's fpecch to the king, at hiseiiip 
trance, turned to count d'Hervilly, who 
was {landing behind her, and faid, 

•• WeH, M. d'Hcrvilly, were we not in 
the right not to go away V^ 

" I wilh, with all my heart, Madajn,'* 
anfwered he, "that your majefty may b« 
of the fame opinion fix months hence.'* 

M. d'Hervilly had more than one ocpa** 
fion, on that fatal day, of difplaying the he- 
roic courage and energy of charader fot 
which he was fo eminently diftinguilhed. 
Danger entirely difappeared before his eyes^ 
as often as, any opportunity prefented itfelf 
which enabled him to prove his zeal and At- 
tachment to the king. That coolnefs and 
intrepidity will be long remembered which 
this gentleman manifefted at the awful mo^ 
ment when the cannon were firing on the 
palace^ which was defended Only by that 
detachment of the Swifs guar<^ which ti^d 
not received the orders not to fire, that had, 
been left by the king when he vreat tp the 
national aflembly. The fire continuitig, 
many of the d^pottea betrayed marks of 

vQL^iiu F coiifter- 
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conftefnation at the long refiftancei and 
dbmplained that orders had not been giyen 
to the Swifs not to fire ; on which one of 
the minifters declared, that an order to that 
efFe£t had beeil given. It was immedi* 
iitely re^uired^ on all fides, that this order 
might be renewed : but it was obferved) 
that it would be impolfible to convey fuch 
an order to the palace, upon account of the 
continued fire on the part of the befieged 
and the beliegers. The king, who flattered 
himfeif that this new proof of his goodnef& 
and confidence in the afTembly would in*- 
duce it to treat him with more confider- 
ation j was much afflided at the obflacle 
which prevented his fending the order. 
M. d'Hervilly, being in the I^oge du Log6^ 
grapbe with the royal family, was coh- 
vinced, that in comiiig there, the kiiig had 
taken the worfl flep pofEble, that he would 
certainly be^dethroned, and very poflibly 
murdered, immediiitely offered to carry the 
order } determined^at thfe fame time, to ms^ke 
tife of it in the rfianner mdfl conducive to the 
fafety of the joyal fanaUy^ The king 'and 
^ queen 
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^uecn were greatly aflfefted at this proof of 
attachment ; but, unwilling to expofe the 
life of one of their moft valuable and faith- 
ful feryants, they.feized his arm, to prevent 
him from withdrawing^ prefling his hands 
affectionately in theirs. Madame Eliza- 
beth was impreffed with the fame fenti- 
ments ; and all thr^e, with tears in their 
eyes, entreated him not to go* M* d*Her- 
villy, whofe zeal was. only the ipore ani-« 
mated by fuch diftinguifhing marks- of re- 
gard, renewed his demand with carneft* 
nefs. 

. ** I entreat your majefties"iiot to think of 
my danger," faid hej " it is my duty to 
brave it for ydur fcrviee. My poft is 
aux coups d€faftl\ and if I feared them, I 
fliould be unworthy of the name of a 
Ibldier." 

Thefe words, pronounced in a manner the 
moft capable of inQ)irijig confidence, and 
the murmurs which the king's irrefolution- 
excited in the aflcmbly, at length deter- 
mined his majefty to. write the order, and 
deliver it to M,d*Heryilly. 

F 2 M. de 
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M. dc Vauzlemont, a young oflScer of 
the artillery, full of courage and ardour, 
who had belonged to the king's guard un- 
der the command of M. d'Hcrviily, was stt 
the door of the loge^ and a witnefs to the 
above fcene. He was that day in the 
uniform of the national grenadiers, which 
he always wore on thofe occadons, when 
he thought it moft expedient for the king's 
fervice. This gallant young man begged 
to be permitted to accompany his com- 
manding officer, and to fhare his dangers : 
but M. d'Hervilly exprefsly forbid him, 
faying, that his poll was at the door of the 
king's lodge, which he ought not to quit. 
In fpite of this, he perfifted in following 
M. d'Hervilly, and fhewed himfelf worthy 
of being his companion. When they ar- 
rived at the door of the hall, next to the 
convent of the Theatins, the national 
guards and armed mob, there affembled, 
recognizing M. d'Hervilly by his uniform 
of marecbal de camp, feized and began to 
infult him with horrid imprecations. M, 
de Vauzlemont, who wa« liftened to upon 
6 account 
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account of his uniform, alTured them that 
M. d'Hervilly was the bearer of an order 
for the Swifs guard to give over firing. 
They let him go, on his fhew^ing them his 
order. 

" Look iharp after him, camarade^^ faid 
they to M. de Vauzlemont, " for you fhall 
anfwer for him." 

This danger was nothing in (;omparifoa. 
of thofe which ftill awaited M. d'Hervilly. 
Hardly had he gained the ilreet than he 
met a detachment of the "national guards 
and of the fedions, who, as foon as they 
knew him, fired upon him, but fortunately 
without inj uring him. When he had gone 
on about two hundred paces farther, he 
was again fired at, and had again the good 
luck to efcape. At the entry into the Ca- 
roufel, he was feized upon by two of the 
national guards. He knocked one to the 
ground j the other ran off, after thrufting a 
bayonet, which he had in his hand, into 
M. d'Hervilly's thigh, and leaving it there, 
M. d'Hervilly having plucked it out, pro^ 

F 3 ceeded^ 
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ceeded, notwithftanding the wound, to the 
•court of the Swifs, always accompanied hj 
M. de Vauzlemont. They were for a mo- 
ment expofed to a crbfe fire of mufquetry 
and grape-fhot from the palace and Ca- 
roufel, and arrived unhurt at the court of 
the Swifs, whofe courage feemed to be re- 
animated by the fight of M. d'Hervilly, 
who, inftcad of making any mention of the 
king^s order, immecHately began to examine 
how he could beft prolong riie defence ef 
that place, fo.as to gain time for the royal- 
Jfts within the palace to join the Swifs, 
who were in number about two hun<ked 
and fifty, and whom, he expeiSed, might 
If ill be joined by the well-difpofed national 
guards, and, in all, make up fuch a force as 
•would have enabled him to repel the infur- 
gents, and to re-eftablifh the royal family in 
the palace. He had hopes that the majority 
of the Parifians would then have declared 
for the king, and would have expreffed their 
abhorrence againft the authors of t^ie infur- 
redion : in which event he would never 

have 



PRIVATE MEMOIR& 71 

have been blamed for not having made uie 
of tbe king's order; and if matters had 
turned out otherwife, he alone would have 
been anfwerable, as in that cafe he was de- 
termined to produce the order, which 
^ould have fcreened his majefty from all 
blame^ 

In purfuanceofthisplan, having pofted 
the Swifs and the cannon in the moft ad- 
vantageousmanner for defending the courts^ 
he proceeded to the palace, attended by M. 
Vauilepiont: buf in a narrow paffage, which 
led to one of the back ftairs, he again ef- 
caped being killed by a piftol (hot from a 
national guard, who lurked in a dark cor*-* 
XifiT, Having thruft his fword through the 
body of this cowardly aflaffin,he walked on: 
but as he afcended the ftair, the tumult an4 
horrible flirieks he heard obliged him to 
ftop ; and he was informed by a Swifs, who 
came down ftairs, that an immenfe armed 
populace had penetrated into the palace by 
;he gallery of the Louvre, and were niaf- 
i^Qring. every one they met in their wayv 
F4 TKq 
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The Swifs being evidently too few to con- 
tinue the defence of th€ palace on the fide of 
the Caroufel, and to repel the numbers who 
had rufhed in, M, d'Hervilly was forced to 
abandon his projedit, which would have de- 
voted to certain death fo many brave fo^ 
diers, whofe numbers diminifhed every in- 
> ftant, whi^le their courage continued un- 
impaired. He haftened to join them, no- 
tified the king's order, and commanded 
them to follow him to the national affem- 
bly, where the king and royal family 
were. , As the attack was made by^the Ca- 
roufel and Louvre, the i only remaining 
way was by the garden of the Thuilleries: 
but even there they had no fooner appear- 
ed than they were expofed to the fire of 
fome cannon, and of the troops placed oq 
the terrace. M. d'Hervilly had only fixty of 
thefe unhappy men in his fuite when he 
returned to the affembly, which, elated by 
the vidory, refumed its former arrogance, 
and bafely infulted the unfortunate prince 
by the moft injurious inoticns. The in- 
famous 
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famous decree was paffed, by which hi$ 
regal fundtions were fufpended, and he 
himfelf and his family retained as prifon- 
ers, under the name of hoftages; for they 
were fo called in the decree. 
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> - - CHAP. XXXIIL 

Confequcnces of the infurredtton of the loth 
of Augiijl. — Buob the judge fends me word 
to abfcond. — Buoh bimfelf is arrejled. — / 
take refi^ge in the bqufe of a dcmocrate. 
— Stri£l fearcb made to dif cover where I 
was.^^My brothers andyaA^ de chambre 
Jent topri/bn. — A letter of theprincefs of 
Rocbefort^ found in my boufe^ is the caufe 
^f her being arrejied.—lt is qferted^ at 
the ajfembly oftbefeSion^ that my hrking^ 
thee /V known* 

FROM the accounts which I received on 
th^ evening pf the 9th of Auguft, I ex-* 
pe£led that the palace would be- attacked 
before day-break ; and I defired Buob to 
fend me hourly information of the progrefa 
of the infurredion. I did not clofe my 
eyes during the whole of that night, which 
I pafTcd in the niofl; cruel agitation. Even 

at 
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^l half an hour after nine,' on the morning 
of the loth, I had not received any news 5 
and from the profound calm which pre- 
vailed in that part of the town I inhabited^^ 
I began to hope that the king had found 
means to prevent the infurrefikion. But 
thefe hopes were foon deftroyed, on hear- 
ing the noife o£ the cannon* I immedi- 
ately difpatched two fervants towards the 
Garoufel, by different ways, to know what 
.was paffing : but before their return^ I was 
informed of every circumilance by one of 
Buob's agents, who came to me dire<9:ly 
from the palace, . where he h^d pafTed the 
pight ; and from which he would not have 
been able to efcape, notwithflanding his n;^- 
, tional uniform, if he had not faid that he 
"^as Unt by Santerre with a commillion to 
the municipality. He had come away im- 
mediately after the rpy^I family had taken 
Tcfvige in the affembly. Soon after Buob 
fent his fervant to give me notice that 
MaQuel, the procurtur dt la commune^ had 
juft been inveflcd by the municipality with 
jiutherity to keep a fhi^ watch on tbjc 
a houfes 
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houfes of all who were kno^n to be at- 
tached to the king, that my name, and jthat 
of M. de Montmorin, were at the head of 
the lift ; that wp ought therefore, to leave 
our houfes inftantly, in order to efcape the 
obfervation of the fpies. 

The very idea of flying, or concealing 
myfelf, when I had nothing to reproach 
myfelf with, was fo repugnant to my feel- 
ings, that Buob's advice made the fame 
impreffion on me at firft, as if 4ie had pro- 
pofed to me to commit a mean adion ; and 
nothing but the prefling intreaties of all my 
i^amily, joined to the confideration that I 
ftill might be ufeful to the king, could ever 
have determined me to leave my houfe, 

I went out, leaning on my brother the 
chevalier Bertrand's arm, (for I could not 
walk without alliftance, on account of a 
complaint in my thigh,) and I took refuge 
in the houfe of the commander d'Eftour- 
mel, then procureur general of the order of 
Malta, who lived at about fix hundred 
paces from my houfe. I met him at his 
door, on his return from the palace, where 
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he had been ever fince the preceding day ; 
having miraculoufly efcaped the almoft ge- 
neral maflacre of noblemen and gentlemen 
who, like him, had gone to the king*$ 
afliftance. He was pale, difordered, and 
without his fword. His looks exprefled 
the deepeft defpair. 

" All is loft," faid that brave and loyaj 
chevalier, preffing my hand. " The king 
is in their power, and we ihall never fee 
him more;' 

I had -the precaution, in the beginning of 
Auguft, to burn every paper and docu- 
ment which might have expofed the king, 
or thofe attached to his caufc, to any 
danger; for I expeded that my papers 
would be examined immediately after his 
majefty's departure. I had only preferved 
my notes, which were entrufted in fafe 
hands, under a fealed cover. With refpedt 
to the papers regarding my private affairs, 
they were depolited in two large pocket- 
books, which I hid in a place over the gar- 
ret, without a door or windows, and to 
which there was accefs by a concealed 

trap- 
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trap-door. I commiffioned my brother^ 
however, to exalmine myclofct a fecond 
time, and to bum ail the papers he could 
find. I had reafofi to congratulate myfelf 
On havirtg had this precaution, ^hen I 
iieai^d thit he found, in a writing-delk, an 
account of Buob*s expences from the be- 
,^iihing' of the mOiitti, with his account of 
the employment of the money, which I al- 
ways paid hinv^ in advance ; and he never 
failed to join to this account his own daily 
report. My brother immediately burnt 
this, as it was of the utmoft importance 
that no tracts of that bufinef^ fhould ap- 
pear. 

I fcnt a perfon of confidence to M. d^ 
Montmorin, to warn him of his danger- 
He had already left his houfe. But the 
brave and unfortunate Buob^ whom I had 
entreated,! by his fervant, to lofe no time 
in concealing himfelf, rejeded this advice^ 
from the idea. that his, 'quality of juftice oi 
peace would proteft Jiim; 'He was taken up^ 
that very day, by a band of wretches whom 
he had formerly fent.to the Bicetre, and 

who 
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who were now fct at liberty, tte was<:on-^ 
' dud:ed to the Abbaye, where he was maf^- 
iacred on the 3d of Septen^ber foUowingi -»\ 
I remained four days atthehoufe of thtf' 
commander d'EftourmeL Only two of 
my fervants were informed of the jJlice d£ 
my retreat ; and my porter told aU^wh*^' 
eaite to iriqiiire^for nie that I was gcbe to 
the cQiintry.. : Yet I found- that I was not 
in fafety, for unknown perfons were con- 
timiaUy obfervcd fkulking near my houfe ; 
and the fervant who came to drefs my hair' 
in the morning was forced to come in a 
circuitous . mariner, and ftop at yarious: 
places, in order ;to miflead the fpics, one b£ 
whom was heard to.affert, th^t it was kimwn: 
I was. hid in that quarter. -. J therefore, left 
ih^ emmandeury and tqok refuge. in the 
houfe of a furgeoii, who had known: me: 
from my early youth, and who had alwaya 
been attached to my family, particularly to 
one. of my brothers,, whom he was' in. the 
babit.of feeing almoft every day, 

, This man's underftanding was none of 
the cleared ; and his knowledge, ujx)n any 

fubjeft 
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{uh}e€t foreign to his profeffioii) was ex-^ 
tr^mely limited. He idolized the confti* 
tution of 1 79 1, without well knowing 
why ; and although he detefted the crimes 
of the revolution, he attributed them more 
to the obftinicy of the ariflocrates than to. 
the villainy of the Jacobins ; whom^ how- 
ever, he thought rather tbo violent. Pe- 
tion was liis hero: but lie detefled Robe- 
:Qpierre. 

This man had a great regard for me; 
being fully convinced that I was no lefs at- 
tached to the conftitution than he was him- 
felf. His zeal for the revolution, and aC- 
iiduity at the aflemblies of his fe£tion, had 
ruined liis bufinefs, and thrown him into 
poverty: but he was a perfedly honcft 
man, incapable of giving me up for any 
reward that could be offered. I had no-» 
thing to fear from the treachery or indif- 
cretion of his family. His vdfe and daugh- 
ter feldom went out, and both had a fin* 
cere regard and all poffible attention for 
me. 



As 
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As there were about thirty lodgers in the 
fame houfe, and amongfl: thefe- feveral pa-* 
triots, more ^w lefs zealous, I recommended 
tto my hods to make no alteration in their 
manner of living ; to take the fame quan« 
tity and the iame quality of bread and 
meat from their baker and butcher as 
ufual : whatever additions were ftriQly ne- 
ceffary upon my account, might be pur- 
chafed at different (hops, and in the even* 
ing. 

I found that I had not left my own 
houfe fooner than neceffary ; for the vety 
day after I was fettled in the furgeon'si; 
houfe, two commiffaries of then^unici- 
pality, accompanied by fix hundred of the 
national guards, invefted and fearched my 
hotel from top to bottom. Alargevafe. 
of porcelain, which flood in my fludy, and 
into which I had been in the ufe of throw- . 
iiig wafle papers for many years, occupied . 
them almofl eleven hours, for they infift* 
ed on reading every paper it contained. 
Their only difcoveries^ however, were 
a few infignificant letters from the princefs 

TOL, liit O of 
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of Rochefort, which caufed her to be 
taken up, and detained three months* in 
prifon. 

They likewife foufidan abfurd and'un- 
ihtelligible letter on the fubjed: of an order 
denominated Chevaliers de la Reincy which, 
as ^was pretended, had been eftablifhed in 
Germany by fome emigrants. There was 
m the fame vafe, a lift of the members of 
the Auftrian Committee, under Greek and 
Roman names, which was at firft looked' 
upon as the paper of the grcateft import- 
ance, as it was the moft myfterious. A 
▼erbal procefs was ordered and commenced 
upon the fiibjed: of this lift, confifting of* 
thirty-fix names : but the commiffary, 
cfn examining it more attentively, per- 
ceived that the key to the names was on 
the fame page: that the abbeSyes was 
Calchas ; BrifTot, UlifTes ; Condorcet, Nar- 
cifTus ; Dumourier, Mithridates ; Santerre, 
Catiline, &c. &c. 

' After terminating their refearches in the 

apartments, the commiffaries difcovered 

the trap-door that opened' into the place 

• r '$ * where 
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^here I had hid two large letter-cafes. 
They feized this new prey with avidity ; 
arid after exafnihihg the contents, thej^ 
carried the \«^h6le with them, aithough 
riot one letter oir ' paper Had any rela- 
tion to public affairs. They . fealed up. 
all the ddoft except thbfe ,of the cellar/ 
becailfe they intended leaving a guard 
oi twelve ineri at my houfe, and thought 
it J)rbpei: that ttiole meh fhoujfd have 
wine at theii: difcrefibii. My cellar 
•was \iriluckily fufEciently \^ell-ft<Jcked to 
fumifh drink for them arid their' friends, 
atid thtfy did riot fyitb it ; but What was 
much more unfortunate, rny brdther, who 
had continued to lodge at rny hoiife, was 
tslken up, as alfo my valet de cbanibre. 

The ctihftinflafies, on leaving my houfe, 
Went, with {Jarf-'of thcSr efcort, to that of 
M. d'Aubi^ni; 'toy neighbour ^^rid inci- ' 
rtate frierid, in hojffes of finding me. Frordt 
thefice they Went td Rue du Chaume^ to 
tKe:^'feduftr of M. Vernier, rny father- in-' 
law,'' wk^c ^ihadame Bertrand had taken 
•"*'•' oa refuge 
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refuge on the loth of Auguft. They be- 
haved with great infolence and brutality, 
pufhing their bayonets through the ta- 
peftry to difcover, they iaid, if there was 
any one concealed behind it. They 
carried my brother and father-in-law» 
in fpite of his age and infirmities, be- 
fore the municipality. My valet de cbam-^ 
6re was" thrown into prifon, and every 
day threatened to be guillotined if he did 
not difcover to them the place of my con-, 
cealment. Luckily he was ignorant , of it ; 
fo that, even if he hs^d been capable of be- 
traying me, I had no caufe for uneafmefs 
on that fubjc£l. He gained his liberty 
a few days after, through thp intereft of 
one of his friends. My father-in-law and 
brother were fet at liberty after a detention 
oif thirty-fix hours; during which they 
were often threatened, and underwenfL^ 
feveral examinations ; fometimes at the 
municipality, and fometimes at the hci|}(ie> 
of the mayor, where they pafliBjl twp.jjays ; 
and a night, without going to ,b^4i wd , 

. with- 
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without being able to procure any other 
nourifhment than bread and water. 

My brother, the abbe, who lodged in the 
Rut des Prottvaires^ fearing the fame fate, 
prepared to change his lodgings, and had 
his ,effeds fccretly removed. This was 
obferved by a patriot, who was his neigh- 
bbur, arid who went and denounced him 
as a fufpe£ted perfon to the municipality, 
who immediately ordered commiflaries, and 
a guard, to arreft him. While they were 
at his houfe^ occupied in taking an in- 
ventory of his papers, my brother the 
chevalier came to inform him of his 
being fet at liberty, and was diredtly 
taken up anew, on the abfurd pretext of 
having connections with a perfon declared 
to be fufpefted. Upon the fame principle, 
the furgeon, at whofe houfe I lodged, 
was arrefted ; an unlucky chance having 
brought him to my brother^s. at that mo- 
ment. They were all three conduced in a, 
Jiacre to the muuicipality, accompanied, 
and infulted by a numerous populace, who, . 
G ^ . with- 
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without knowing who they were, or what 
they had done, demanded with lovid CJ^rt 
clamations, that they might be carried to 
the guillotine. . - 

My furgeon, whofe-ciyifm- wag -knpwo,. 
yras releafed in two hours j bqt one of my* 
brothers. was fent to the prifon o£ la IForce^ 
j^nd the other to that of the abbey. 

I knew nothing of what had pafled till 
my landlord returned to dinner. His dif-. 
mal looks ^nd .unufual taciturnity an- 
nounced fome great Riisfortune. My. fyi^ 
idea was, that the king had bej^n affaffin- 
ated. . My hoft's filence to all my qu?f- 
tiQns fortified this conjedure, and threw; 
jne into a ftate of fuch violent agitation, 
tjiat he perceived it was of no ufe to keep 
ihe ignorant of the arreft of my brothers. 
In fpite. of the tender friendflhip which al- 
ways fubfiftei^ betwi?j:t us^ I own that J^ 
was lefs alarmqd on their account than on, 
the king's,, becaufe their only crimes were 
thofe of being my brothers, and of refufmg 
\o difclofe niy retreat. I ha^ it^ at any 

time^ 



PRIVATE MEMOIRS^ 87 

time, in m)r power id fave them by giving^ 
myfelf up ; .a ftep which I was deterrjaijied 
tp take,if neceflary., 

. That fame night, about nine o'clock j. 
ijiy landlord en<:ered ipjhe utmoft confter-^ 
nation; he came diredly-from the aflem=^, 
biy.of the fedtionj after having heard one. 
of the members announce, as a piece, of , 
' good news, that the municipality had re- 
ceived information of the ri^ce where the- 
n>inifter Bertrand was concealed. The ; 
terrified imj^gii^ation of my landlord^ ?epi"e- 
feht^d hia ^tpi^c .filled • with -commiffaries . 
and :nation4, gii2q;^Si'' the minifter dit^ 
cover^d^^and carried to prifon, along with 
the p»fpn whp ]^ad harboured him ; his . 
wife and daughter infulted; his little li- 
brary pyiaged ; and, ^s the climax of mif- 
fortun^a, his high reputation for civifm 
njined- for, ever. He aflured me, that I 
had not a moment to* lofe j* that I ought 
inl^antly to ?iak§ n^iy efcape, and feek re- 
fuge elfewhere. I endeavoured in vain to 
malcQ mm eafy, Ijjr convincing him that if 
« 4 the 
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the municipality really knew where I was 
concealed, they would begin by arrefting 
me ; that they could not give a (Iron^er 
proof of their ignorante'of my retreat,' 
than by thijs oftentatiouily declaring they 
were informed of it j and I concluded by 
obferving, that the news which ib greatly 
alarmed him, was certainly in confequence 
of a miftake, which my brother's arreft 
had given rife to. All this, however, was 
urged in vain ^ I could only prevail upon 
him to go himfelf in fearch of otter lodg- 
ings, while I was employed in packing up 
my clothes, &c. It was agreed that I 
fhould be introduced into the rfew lodgings 
as his patient ; and I allowed him to make 
what terms he thought proper for board 
and lodgiixg. 

1 was extremely defirous that his xt^ 
fearches might be long and unfuccefsful, be* 
caufe I found myfelf perfedly fecure in his 
houfe ; and I was in hopes, that in pro;- 
portion as time elapfed, his fears would 
Waken, and my reafonings gain force, 

Juft 
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Juft as he was fettiog pu;, I thought ppQii 
a little device, likelf to dimioiih hl$ eager-^ 
nefs to get rid of me. 

" In fpite of my fecurity/' faid I to 
him, *f as your uneafmefs is poffibly well 
founded^ and I may be. taken up while you 
are gone te feek a lodging for me, I won't 
allow you to run the rifk of not being re-, 
imburfed for the expence I haye put you 



to. 



** Oh, fir ! there's no hurry, our littiie, 
account will foon be fettled." 

« But you know,'^ faid I, " that if I 
ihould be arrefted, they will t^e pdSTeflioa. 
of. all nay money, and then it will be out. 
of my power to indemnify you/' 

" If you abfolutely infill upon it, fir— " 

♦* Yes, yes," faid I, ** it is befl to make., 
things certain. Let me fee! this is the 
third day of my refidence in your houfe, 
Und confequently I owe you a. hundreds 



prowns." 



This confequence furprifed him the tnore . 
agreeably, as we had not agreed on any 
price ; and be would have thought jximff If 

magni- 
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iiiagnificeritly paid witK tK^Jburth part of 
the fum. • I perceived his countenance to 
brighten, and he took the money with 
many expreffions of gratitude. His wifq 
and daughter, who were prefent, {ai^ no- 
thing, but their eye's clearly expreffed their 
ftrong defire tp retain a Jodger whofe re^- 
foiling drew fuch profitable ^c';//^^f<(f;/r^x.. 
^^ I-was^^ now pretty certain that my lacid- 
lord would return unfuccefsfpl. I coji- 
thitied howfever to. pack vip niy things as if 
I had been to remove in an hour. 

7I19 nian returned yery ixiiich fatigued^ 
ai»oiit eleven o'^clock at nikhtj and told, me, 
that he had not found any place that would 
fuit me. " But to confefs tl^e truth/^ add^d 

he witH an air of difinterefted good will, 

• ' * ,i ^ ' -^ 

^^l do riot re^ret'it, fbr I'fliould have been 
forry te have parted with jon; befides, 1 ^ 
have beeri thinking on what- you faid,' and 
)[' believe you are in ^the right: as they * 
have not fent to arreft you, it is eyidenf 
that 'they don*t know where you are ; no, 
if they had, they would not have given 
yeu timfe to conceal yourfelf elftwhere;'* ^ 
•^ - • " I ann 
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^ I am entirely of your opinion/* faid L 
♦* Indeed, there can be no doubt on the 
fubje£t ; my mind is now quite eafy, therp* 
fore think ijo-jnpre of new |odgings/' 

** It is what I by no means wifh,'* faid L 
, « Well," faid he, " you (hall tafte my 
pigeons. I have thirty <abpve ftairs, which 
i rear myfelf ; .ypu wilf find them excel- 
lent/' *. ■.. \. \^;,,^^:^ .;.,—..'.;. > 

. I did not queftion tlii? exp^lleaoe; of bis 
pigeons;, but the certadnty of not beipg 
rjsduced to the dangerous neceffity pf feek- 
ing another afvlum,^ afforded me ftili mOTC 
fatisfadipn. \ . . 



:• .rij^ 
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CHAP. XXXIV. 

A decree of actufdthn ijjued agaiHji me and 

all tbofe who compofed the kings council in 

the month of November 1791. — The in^ 

quietude of my landlord on thij account, ^-^ 

/ addrefs a letter to the aJfembly.-^Domi'^ 

, ciliary vifits.-^The dangerous fituaiion t^ 

which J was reduced* — Means invented 

for concealing me. — A fortunate incident. 

-'^An expedient propofed to keep me 

fecure. 

T SHOULD probably have fupprefled an 
account of the difficulties I had to con-> 
tend with after the king's imprifonment, 
had they been particular to myfelf: but as 
nearly the fame dangers and difficulties were 
experienced by every royalift then at Paris, 
the following recital may be confidered as 
a general hiflory of our fuffi^rings at that 
dreadfivlpcriod, when virtues were punifhed 

as 
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as crimes, an4 th^ moft atrocious a^onst 
were applauded as patriotic virtues. 

Amongft the efieds ajobd papers taketti 
from the palace oa the loth ofAugufty' 
there was unluckily a memorandam^ dated; 
as far hack as the beginning of Novfember^ 
the contents of which were^'tibat rthe/mi^. 
nifters, aifembled in compaittee With Me£«) 
fieurs Barnave and Lameth, hi^d ddioiflbd 
and agreed upon.the gro.unds of the dif^^. 
cpurfe which each minifter. was to pco^ 
nouncein the aflemWy, refpe£ting theafr^t 
fairs of) his department. Tjhis pap^r, with- 
out fignature, and in an unknoy^ hand- 
writing, was declared, on the 1 6th. of Au- 
gufty in th^ aflieml;^lf ) as JmvLQg been fouad^ > 
in the king^s efcritoir. . After . fiftiplyii 
readingv it,', without farlher exaQun^tiom 
or difciaffion, a decree was ttWMiItup^flya 
paiTed againft Barnave and L^nsieth; . and v 
ag^nd al} the minifters.whQcompolied.Ihe^ 
kiag's pouncM in thei mqnth of NoyamhexV/ 
As I had the honpui: to. be of . th^. numiacrv . 
I waS: ^comprehended in the decree ; . and on 
tha]^ very evening, mj name w«s rechoftiit 

through 
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through the ftreets of the capital by thg 
criers of^journals* - -The' dlarming found 
ceached the e^irs * of - my hoft. Having 
bought the jouriial^ he l^^uhied hottie, and 
widiatrembling^hahd'prefented it to me. 

/>^ 'This affair b&omes very ferioUs, fir," 
laid he/ in*^ tr^fiiulous voice. " A decree* 
of accufation is paffed againft you." 

I ** I am very^lad to hear it," anfwered I, 
without hefitation. " It is what I expected 
and wifhed. You w^ill fee that I fhall em- ' 
barrafs them a gobd.deah" 

' *f How ^-0^^:^^ " What dd you in-^ • 
tcrid^todor- 'i:- ■ • • ' / ' 

-•.fl"I'fhall begiftby examining the confti- 
ttttion^ that I may exadly follow the rules 
irjwefcribes." '• ' ' 

^•M am happy to find yoil are fo dif- 
pofed," / faid he ; "^for to ^ be plain with 
ydu, after a decree of 'accufation, you muft 
be Tehfible of the confequences both to 
yourfelf and ine^^ I w&uld not, for the 
world^that it could be faid-^" 

.** You are perfedly in the right," inter-^ 

yupted I : " but make yourfelf cafy, and 
'^ be 



' be aGlired that I am far from intending, to 
bring you into any trouble. You have 
been long acquainted with my fidelity, to. 
the conftitution, and^ you will find that my. 
principles remain invariably the fame. But 
we fhall,talk this matter. oyer to-morrow- 
morriirig." , , . ,.'.... 

' " With ail my heart/V faid he. **I am' 
glad I have mentioned this affair to you^ for 
I own that this frightful decree has greatly . 
difturbed me." 

I had indeed perceived that the good 
man's attachment for me was ftrongly com- 
bated by his patriotic fcruples. His con- 
fcience was more timorous than enlighten- 
ed. Lezc-nation was a crime againft which 
h« felt the greateJft horror; and he had 
more than once told me, that he looked 
upon harbouring a perfon, againft whom a 
decree of the national affembly was paffed, 
ias that very crime. • ' 

I immediately faw that his fears and 
fcruples would lead him to give me my 
difmiffion, and it therefore begame neccf- 
lary to prevent what would have perplexed 

m« 
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me fo much. I fucceeded beyond my 
hopes, by adapting myfelf to his notions, 
and even feeming to furpafs him in zeal 
for the conftitution. I had already found 
this the moft fuccefsfui method of leading 
him infenfibly to the point I wiihed. What 
infpired him with confidence hi my declar 
ration was, the air of fatisfadion I had ma- 
nifefted on hearing of the decree of accufa- 
tion. He was convinced that I intended to 
prepare for going to Orleans. The afFec* 
tionate manner in which he wifhed me 
good night, and the regret he expiefied for 
theneceflity of oar feparatlon, fhewed that 
this was his real opinion. 

He entered my apartment next moraing 
earlier than ufuaU I feriouflv examined 
and difcuffed with him all the drcum* 
ftances and motive^ of the decree of accu- 
fatibn againft me, and I fucceeded in con- 
vincing him that the aflembly aded in per« 
fed contradidion to the conftitution, in 
paffing this decree without hearing the de- 
fence of the accufed J and upon no better 
proof than the writing contained in a piece of 

6 paper 
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paper without any fignature, and in an un- 
known hand-writing, which was merely faid 
to have been found in the king's apartment j 
and upon a fad, which was not only de-r 
monftrated by the verbal procefs of the af- 
fembly to be falfe, but which, even fup- 
pofmg it true, could not be juftly re- 
garded as criminal. After having, by thi^ 
explanation, enabled him to feel- the 
force of my reafoning, I read a letter to 
him that I had written to the aifembly, in 
which I declared, " That if the affembly 
found my juftification unfatisfaCtory, and 
thought proper to confirm the decree of ac- 
cufation given againft me, that I would 
leave the place where I had been forced to 
take refuge, and go to Orleans, asfoon as 
my health-, which then was much im- 
paired, would permit me to fupport the 
journey ; and when the affembly fhould 
pafs a decree which would ferve ais my 
paffport." 

This letter tranfported mine hoft with 

joy- 

\OUllU . H "I will 
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*' I will engage to thruft my. hand iato 
the fire," faid he, *' if the decree of accu^ 
fation againft you be not inftantly revoked^'* 

As I was far from being of that opinioa, 
I anfwered, that it was rather too much 
to expe€t that the aflembly, in the height! 
of its power, would formally acknowledgq 
having palled a decree contrary to the con* 
ilitution. 

" What are you talking of, fir ?** faid he, 
with ajl the vivacity of a Gafcon, and in the 
I^anguedocian accent. ** One of two things 
muft happen : the aflfembly muft cither re- 
voke the decree or cpnfirm it/* 

** There is no doubt that it ought," an- 
swered I. ^^ And if the aflembly were 
compofed of juft, honeft-hearted men, like 
you, they certainly would do one or the- 
other." 

** How can they avoid that ?" 

^* I will tell you," replied I. '^ If my 
juftification be not found fatisfadory, the 
aflembly will not hefitate to confirm the 
decree of accufation ; and, at the fame time, 
another will be pafled, to ferve me as a 

paflport 
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paffport to Orleans. But if they perceive 
that the decree of accufation cannot be 
fuppbrtcd, they will probably^ in that cafe, 
pafs to the order of the day ; and that is all 
I require." 

" Affuredly— the order of the day — ^yes, 
they will pafs to that* I believe you are in 
the right. But pray do you intend to fend 
your letter immediatdy ?'* 

" No J I think it will be more prudent 
to let a few days paifs; before I fend if, 
otherwife it would convince them that I am 
ftill in Paris, and the municipality would 
not fail to make frefli refearches. Perhaps 
they might difcover where I am, which 
would expofe you to trouble. What do 
you think ?" 

" Very true," faid he. " I am entirely 
of your opinion. You muft , not fend it 
for fome days. I Ihall carry it myfelf to 
the poft. You will not date it from 
Paris?" 

** No, certainly ; I fliall only lAention the 
day of the month." 

H 2 '* Right. 
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" Right. Now I undcrftand you." 
** I have another affair to confultyou 
upon/' refumed I. " We 3o not know 
what may happen. It is not impoffible but 
that fome time or other it may be known 
that I was concealed in your houfe. This 
may be imputed to you as a crime; there- 
fore I think it will be proper, for your fe- 
curitj, to give you a copy of iny letter to 
the affembly, inclofed in a declaration un- 
der my hand, to this effect ; That being 
forced to feek an afylum, after the loth of 
Auguft, I took a lodging at your houfe, oti 
account of my needing the affiftance of a 
furgeon for the abfcefs in my thigh j that 
after the decree of accufation was paffed 
againft me, you confented td my remaining 
at your houfe gnly on condition that I pro- 
mifed to fubmit to the will of the national 
affembly as foon as I was able, in cafe they 
fliould confirm the decree ; that, in confe- 
quence, you had required that I ' ihould 
write the letter, of which the inclofed was 
a copy ; and that you had yourfelf carried 
4 the 
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the original to the poft. Do you think/* 
added I, '^ that fuch a declaration would be 
ofufetoyou?" 

** Of the moft eflential, fir," anfwered he* 
*' I fhould not have ventured to have alked 
fuch a declaration from you, but I feel my- 
felf infinitely obliged to you for thinking 
of it." 

I gave him this declaration accordingly, 
with the letter to the aifembly, which was 
dated the 20th of Auguft 1792. It was 
received on the 22d, and next day read ; 
and immediately, as I had forefeen, the mor 
tion of paffing to the order of the day was 
unanimoufly adopted. But as my landlord 
was fortunately prepared to confider their 
pafiing to the order of the day, upon my 
letter, as a tacit revocation of the decree of 
accufation, he imagined that my affairs had 
taken a favourable turn ; and that evening 
he <:ame, with an air of great fatisfadlioq, 
to congratulate m6 upon what had pafled in 
the affembly. 

My friends and relations, whom I had no 

opportunity of apprifing of my meafures, 

B 3 were 
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were extremely alarmed on hearing my 
name proclaimed in the ftreets. My bro* 
thers^ who heard it from* their prifons, 
never doubted of my being apprehended j 
their fears refpeding my fafety were diffi- 
pated, on reading the Journals. My letter 
Xp the affembly, however, was generally 
difapproved of. 

ITiofc w^o fpoke of this ftepwith moft 
indulgencci regarded it 'as foolifh, becaufe 
tiiey were ignorant of the circumftances 
which forced me to it. They could nqt 
guefs that my letter had produced the very 
effeft I expeded or intended by it, namely, 
that of quieting the confcience of the per-* 
fon who gave me refuge. From that mo-* 
mcnt he regarded me as a faithful confti- 
tutionalift, whom all true friends to the 
country ought to protedt from the perfecu^ 
tion of the republican fadlion. 

In the.mean time the comite des recbercbesy 
as it was called, employed every poffible 
means of difcovering the place of my re- 
treat. They were convinced that I was 
ftiU concealed in fome houfe in Paris ; and 
I Manuel, 
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iMatiuel, procureur de la commune^ engaged 
to find me in font days. I was informed 
of this by my landlord, who had heard it 
repeated in his feftion, and w^s greatly- 
alarmed : but I at lall convinced him that 
Manuel had fpoken at random, without 
any indication of the place of my conceal- 
ment J and that his boaft deferved no at- 
tention. We remained, for two days, to- 
krably quiet : but dn the evening of the 
third, all the fedlions received an order^ 
about eight o'clock, for a general fcarch, to , 
begin at midnight, in every houfe in their 
^^[uarter, upon pretence of looking for arms ; 
^ and all that fhould be found were to bft 
feizcd, and tranfmitted to the armies. The 
true motive of this meafure was to difcover 
and apptehend all thofe who, fince the 
loth of Auguft, had been obliged to 
conceal themfelves, in order to efcape 
death j and the greateft part of thofe who 
found means to fave themfelves, on that 
dreadful day^ were now difcovered, thrown 
into grifon, and referved i^r the Hill mpre^ 
H 4 dreadful 
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dreadful flaughter of the enfuing Sep^ 
temben 

I never was expofed to greater danger 
than on the night the commiifaries were 
ordered to fearch the houfes ; for confter- 
nation and defpair had almoft turned my 
poor hoft's head, and it was impoflible for 
me to make him lillen to reafon* 

" Hide yourfelf, hide yourfelf/' faid he, 
on entering my apartment, with a moft 
ghaftly look. 

" What is the matter, dodor-?'' faid I, 
without any apparent difcompofurc. 

" ,The commiffaries," faid he, wringing 
his hands, " the commiflaries, fir. They 
are in the ftreet. They are coming. Oh ! 
hide yourfelf — hide yourfelf/' 

" Well, and fo I Ihall hade myfelf, I pro- 
mife you : but I beg to know what new 
reafon there is. Compofe yourfelf, and tell 
me who thefe commiflaries are.'* 

" The commiflaries of the fe£tion, fir, 
who have orders to fearch every h&ufe,from 
the cellar to the garret*'* 

. *^And 
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** And on what account is this fearch ?** 

** The reafon publicly given is to fearch 
for concealed fire-arms : but I came diredly 
here from the committee, where I was in- 
formed, that the commiflarics have received 
fecret orders to apprehend all fufpeded 
perfons.'' 

** If this be all, doftor, make yourfelf 
perfeftly eafy; for you have no fire- 
arms in your houfe, and I have not the air 
of a fufpedted perfon.'' 

" Don't you peijceive, fir, that it is a 
device of that rafcal Manuel's, and that he 
has very probably fent a particular defcrip- 
tion of your perfon to all the fedions?" 

" That is impoffible ; for he never faw 
me, and can only give fo vague a defcrip- 
tion from report, that ten thoufand people 
of my fize will anfwer Jo the fam^ de- 
fcription.'* 

*' But what does that fignify, if it an-r. 
fwers to you ? I tell you, that you have not 
a ' moment to lofe. Hide yourfelf— take 
my wor^/* 

"Liften 
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" Liften to me, my dear doctor : As I am 
the perfon mod; interefled, and am not 
a do^jrnright idiot, I have certainly a right 
to examine a little the meafure you defire 
me to adopt. Grant me a moment's atten- 
tion, we have time to fpare. The com- 
miflaries, you fay, have but juft entered 
the ftreet, they have therefore at leaft fixty 
houfes to fearch, from the cellar to the gar- 
ret, before they come here. Befides, there 
are many lodgings in this houfe. Your's 
is the mofl diflant ; and there is no reaibn 
to believe it will be the firft examined j fo 
that even upon the fuppofition that the com- 
miflaries were in the court, we fliould have 
time to take breath." 

" Well, then, tell me what is to be done : 
but make hafte.'* 

" Why, I muft either hide jnyfelf, or try 
to make my efcape.** 

^* But you cannot make your efcape, fir, 
for there are guards at each end of the 
ftreet. Befides, there are patroles to flop 
every perfon who comes out of any of the 
houfes.'* 

« If 
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** If that be the cafe, there is no choice 
left but to conceal myfelf ; and that is the 
eafieft thing in the world, for I have only 
to undrefs myfelf, and go to bed^" 

" What do you mean ? Are you in your 
fenfes? The commiffaries will find you 
immediately/* 

" Well, and when they do find me, con- 
fider that I am not in my own fedion, and 
therefore fliall not be known to any of 
them ; and if I feem quietly afleep in bed, 
I ihall have a much lefs fufpicious appear** 
ance than if I am found under it, or penned 
up in fome prefs, or lurking in the cellar.'' 

" But they will inquire of m^ who you 



are." 
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Very well ; you have only to fay that 
I am a lawyer of Limoufin or Auvergne^ 
who has been under your care during an 
Ulnefs, which has terminated in an abfcefs 
i^ my thigh, which is not quite cured.'* 
" What name fhall I call you by V 
•* Whatever name you plea£e* But you 
may even be difpenfed from naming me^ 

becaufs 
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I 

bccaufe furgeons are expeded to keep the 
names of certain patients fecret.*' 

" Well, after all, I own that I have not 
fuflScient affurance to a£t this part," faid he, 
** They will foon fee that I am not telling 
the truth*** 

** That is exadly my greateft fear, doc- 
tor. I dread your pale, terrified loot much 
more than I do the commiflaries; for they^ 
will inftantly read in your countenance that 
you have fome great offender concealed in 
your houfe.'* 

** Oh ! don't fear,** faid he, tremblingly. 

" I fhould be much eafier, I confefs,** 
anfwered I, " if you would be prevailed 
upon to pafs the night at the committee. It 
will appear very natural, that in times like 
thefe your zeal fhould lead you to affifl your 
colleagues. This cannot fail to pleafe 
them ; and your wife and I, take my word 
for it, will extricate ourfelves to a miraclew 
You may, if you pleafe, lock me up in iny 
chamber, and car^ the key with you, ^ 
Your wife has only to fay to the commit 

fariesi^ , 
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jaries, that it is your furgery, and contains 
no arms except a few lancets and biftories ; 
and that, you have the key in your pocket. 
You cannot fear that thefe gentlemen will 
have the brutality to break open the door 
of a colleague, whofe patriotifm is fo well 
known." " \' 

*' How, fir ? Would you have me leave 
my wife and daughter here alone, to receive 
the commiifaries and the national guards 
while they fearched my houfe? Affuredly^ 
fir, I fhall do no fuch thing." 

"Why not?" anfwered I. "Where, is 
the danger ? But even upon the fuppofition 
that there was caufe for apprehenfion, what 
protedtion could they expe£t from a man 
in fuch terror as you are in at prefent ?" 

** I am not fo frightened as you think. 
Any fmall fear I had begins to go off. I 
fhall be quite at my eafe when I have got 
you well hid. I ani as much interefted in 
this as you are ; for if you are difcovered 
in my houfe, my cafe will be as bad as 
your own. But truft to me, and you fliall 

fee 
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ice that I have thought upon a plaa which 
would conceal you from the devil him* 
felf." 

I endeavoured in vain to difTuade him 
from hii fcheme, but he adhered to it with 
invincible obftinacy j .and at laft refufing 
to liften to jne, he threw my mattrafs and 
bed-clothes into the middle of the floor, to 
prepare the wonderful place of concealment 
that he had conceived for me. In the room 
there was an alcove, containing a bed^ 
which ufually reached to the wall : but for 
the prefent purpofe drawing the bed for- 
ward, he left a vacant fpace between the 
back edge of the bed and the wall- of the 
alcove. He fixed a board from the bed« 
ftead to the wall, and covered the board 
with a blanket only ; whereas on the bed- 
ftead he placed two thick mattrafles, no 
broader than it ; he then laid above thofe a 
large mattrafs, which reached to the wall of 
the alcove, and confequently covered the 
fpace in which I was to lie hid. I yielded 
to his perfuafions, and took my place ac- 
cordingly. He arranged the curtains and 

bed- 
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bed-^clothes fo as to conceal the fpace I oc- 
cupied. When he had finifhed his work, 
he was fo delighted with the ingenuity of 
bis device, that he quite forgot his fears. 

« Who could fufpea," faidhe, « that 
there is a man concealed there ? Nobody 
can take fuch a notion into his head Be- 
fides, when I fhall lie down, who the devil 
will dare to come near you ? If the com^ 
miifary pretends to approach within aa 
arm's length of my bed, I fhall foon let 
him know that I am a commiffary as well 
a$ he. I would break his head for him 
without ceremony. Well, how do you 
find yourfelf ?'' added he. 

^ Very ill, indeed. I am almoft ftifled.'* 

" Oh ! that is nothing ; onjy a trouble- 
fome quarter of an hour to pafs. But you 
will flcep the better to-morrow night. 
Don't move, or you will put all out of or- 
der. I am coming to bed diredly, and will 
endeavour to give you a little air.*' 

•* Make hade, then," faid I j " for this i& 
infupportablc." 

He 
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He accordingly undrefled, and came to 
bed. I foon found my filfferings greatly 
augmented by the heat and weight of his 
body, which prieffing the mattraffes, iren- 
idercd the narrow fpace in which I was 
fqueezed ftill more opprcffive. It was then 
about one o'clock in the morning. I fup- 
ported my fituation upwards of an hour. 
At laft, having loft all patience, I ftarted up, 
and waked my bedfellow, who had juft bc-^ 
gun to fleep. 

** This is no longer to be endured,^ 
£dd I. *' If I muft die, I prefer the guil- 
lotine to being fmothered ; and am deter- 
mined to fit up till I hear the commifTaries 
aftually in the houfe." 

My landlord eameftly entreated me to 
have patience, declaring that he heard a 
noife in the ftreet, and that the commif- 
faries were perhaps already at the door. 

" Then put on your night-gOwn," faid 
I, impatiently, " and go liften ; and if it 
really be the commiffaries, return and let 
me know.'^ 

Luckily 
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Luckily my advice did not appear un- 
reafonable. He made no obje£tion to fol- 
low it. He was no fooner gone than I 
got out of the hole in which 1 had been" 
hid, and cannot exprefs the relief I felt in 
my releafe from that ftate of fuflfocation. 
I had not long enjoyed, the comfort of 
breathing freely when I heard burfts of 
laughter on the (lairs, and a very noify con- 
verfation, in which I recognized my land- 
lord's voice. He foon after entered my 
room* laughing, and, in the fulnefs of his 
heart, continuing to talk as if he had been 
ftill in company with the other lodgers, al- 
though he had parted with them at the bot- 
tom of the flairs. His joyous and tri- 
umphant air was a clear proof that there 
was nothing to fear. 

" How now," faid he, " you have got 
up ; you know then what has paffed ?" 

"No, but when T heard you laugh, I 
guefled you brought me good ne^s.-' 
That I have, take my word for it.'* 
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" You have come to a good underftand- 
ing with the commiflaries, and prevented 
them from fearching your houfe/' 

" Yes," anfwered he, " if feveral pretty 
hard blows are marks of a good under- 
ftanding." 

" How ?" faidl. " Did you give the 
commiflaries hard blows ?" 

" No, not me : but all the neighbour- 
hood are in purfuit of them, and they have 
been driven out of the ftreet. It is the. 
higheft farce I ever beheld. Only conceive 
what thefe pretty commiflaries are. Do 
not imagine they are members of the com- 
mittee — No fuch thing — two of thegreatefl: 
blackguards of the fedion, who offered, of 
themfelves, to vifit the houfes, and were 
accepted of. It is fhameful. They had 
vifited all the houfes of the ftreet excepting 
two ; and being in that of the baker next 
door, his wife, who is young, and a very 
pretty woman, was in bed, when, behold, 
*thofe impudent fellows, on pretence of 
fearching for arms, behaved in fuch a 
jude manner, that flie flirieked repeatedly. 
7 Her 
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Her hufband opened the window, - and 
called for affiftance. In an inftant more 
than an hundred perfons were in the houfe, 
and drove out the commiflaries, after giv- 
ing them B. complete drubbing. When I 
came in, the people were ftill chacingthem 
with flicks and ftones. They fcampered 
as if the devil had been at their heels. I'll 
be bound for it they will not come to this 
ftreet in a hurry. The blades were in luck 
not to enter my houfe. They would not 
have got out of it with all their bones 
whole." 

After much of this ridiculous vapouring, 
which only ferved to confirm my opinion 
of the poor man's exceffive cowardice, he 
begged I would take a little repofe. I ea- 
deavoured to follow his advice, after re- 
turning thanks to Divine Providence for 
my prefervation through the dangers of a 
night fo fatal to many. 

It is remarkable, that I happened to be 

concealed in the only ftreet of Paris in 

which the commiflaries met with oppo- 

fition J and in one of the two only 

I 2 houfes 
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hbufes of that ftreet which had not been 
fearched. 

Next day, my landlord's fears being dif- 
fipatcd, he went out early in the morning, 
at my defire, to inquire after madame Ber- 
tntnd and my family ; and I entreated him 
td bring me the moft minute account of the 
rcfult of the cbmmiffaries* vifit. I fliall 
fay nothing of the extreme impatience 
with which I waited his retuna, nor of my 
gloomy apprehenfions on account of his 
not appearing at the hour expcded. He 
returned, however, at laft, and gave me the 
confolation of knowing that none of my 
family had been arretted : but he informed 
me, at the fame time, that he had feen 
numerous carriages filled with unhappy 
perfons, who had been taken up in the 
Gourfe of the night, and were conduc- 
ing to the Hotel de la Mairie, or the 
Hotel de Ville, and from thence to the 
prifon of La Force, or to that of the Ab- 
baye. He had likewife heard, in his fee- 
tion, that feveral perfons, known to be in 
Paris, were not yet found j and that it was 

probable 
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probable another fearch, more rigorous than 
the lirft, would be made. He added^ that 
he would have no inquietude if this fearch 
was made by any of the members of the 
committee, becaufe he was known to and 
beloved by them all; and being their col- 
league, he was certain they would merely 
.enter and go out of his houfefor the fake of 
form, witliout examining or fearching for 
any thing : but if the vifits were made, as 
there was reafon to fear, by the fimple in- 
dividuals of the fe£tion, as in the laft 
inftance, he could not expedl the fame at- 
tention, becaufe he had never fpoken in 
their aflemblies, and was not generally 
known ; that unluckily he had not ta- 
lents for fpeaking or writing on fubjeds 
foreign to his profeffion : but he added, 
that if I would compofe for him a fpeech, 
oji a patriotic topic, which he at the fame 
time mentioned, he would next day read it 
in the aflembly of his fe£tion. I thought his 
idea ^ good one, and promifed to do as he 
required. 



I 3 



ii8 PRIVATE MEMOIRS. 



CHAP. XXXV. 

The fpeech I compofed at the requeji of my 
landlord. — It Is decided that the two only 
houfes in myjlreet^ not yet examined^ JhalV 
be vijited by the members of the committee^ 
of which he was one. — Majfacres in Sep^ 
tember. — My inquietude for the fate of 
my two brothers. — / am informed of the 
death of one of them. — This news proves 
falfe. — Maffacre of M. de Montmorin. — 
Tribunal in the Abbaye ; the manner of its 
proceeding. — Trial of my brother. — Re- 
markable conduEl of two of the ajfajpns. 

Tt was not one of the leaft whimlical 
circumftances of my fituation, that of 
being reduced to the humiliating neceffity 
of writing patriotic difcourfes in order to 
efcape the fury of the patriots. That which 
I wrote at the defire of my landlord, had 
not l;iowever any thing atrocious in it. Its 
fole obje£t was to prevail on the aflembly 

of 
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of the fedlion to authorife him to give fiir- 
gical affiftance gratis to the families of all 
the volunteers of the fedion, who were at 
or fliould go to the frontiers. 

This difcourfe, written in a very em- 
phatic ftyle, had the moft complete fuccefs, 
and gained my landlord the applaufe of all 
the members of the aflembly. His name 
was proclaimed in the fedion in the moft 
honourable terms ; and next day, in the 
journals, the moft flattering eulogiums 

were given to his patriotifm. Thefe two 

1 

days were certainly the happieft of his life. 
He was quite intoxicated with felf- ap- 
plaufe ; thought himfelf fupei ior to future 
events, and he could not find words fuf- 
ficiently ftrong to exprefs his gratitude for 
• the fervice I had rendered him. I advifed 
him to take this opportunity of engaging 
two of his beft friends of the committee to 
come and vifit his houfe, and alfo that of 
his neighbour, which had not yet been 
fearchedj as this was the fureft means of 
having nothing more to fear from the mu- 
nicipality, which, otherwife, oh being in- 

I 4 formed 
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formed that all the houfes of the ftreet had 
not been vifited, might again fend commif- 
{aries at a time when they were not ex- 
pected, and throw us into all our former 
inquietudes. This advice appeared to him 
very prudent, and he went immediately to 
the committee ; but he found it difficult to 
prevail upon any of his colleagues to fearch 
his houfe. They faid that they would 
truft to his declaration ; but he perfifted in 
his requeft by my advice, becaufe his word 
would only be fatisfaftory with refpeft to 
himfelf ; and there were thirty lodgings in 
the whole of the building, which was five 
ftories in height, and very large. It was 
at laft fettled, that he himfelf, with two 
other members of the committee, whom he 
had particularly defired, fhould vifit his* 
and all the other lodgings that very after- 
noon. 

Thefe commiffaries came accordingly at 
four o'clock. He received them in an an- 
tichamber, which now that I occupied the 
inner apartment, was ufed as a parlour ; 
the door betwixt thefe two rooms did not 

fliut 
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fliut clofe, {o that I could diftinclly hear 
every word that paffed betwixt my hoft 
and his colleagues. He performed the part 
we had agreed upon perfe£lly welL 

** There is my daughter's apartment,'* 
faid he, " and this here is my wife's and 
mine: that room there, is my ftudy in 
which I have a bed for patients who board 
with me. I have one at prefent ; he is an 
advocate from the country, whom% I have 
recovered out of an illnefs. I can anfwcr 
for him, that he has neither gun nor fabre 
in his pofleffion. I fhall, if you'll give me 
leave, let him know that we are going to 

fearch his apartment." 

*Mt is unneceflary," faid they, "fmcc 

you fay that you are fure he has no arms ; 

let us leave the poor man in quiet, and 

vifit the other apartments." 

" As you pleafe, gentlemen, I am at your 

commands." 

They all went out together ; and my 

hoft returned fome hours after, felicitating 

himfelf as well as me, that we had nothing 

more 
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more to fear from thofe curfed domiciliary 
vifits. 

I partook of his fatisfaftion on our hav- 
ing efcaped fo great a danger, and congra- 
tulated myfelf on having convinced him, 
that the great confideration he had ob- 
tained in his fedion, fecured us againft all 
future inquietude on that head. Alas ! I 
did not then forefee the heavy calamities 
which were impending. 

Next day was the dreadful ad of Sep- 
tember ; when I heard the cannon of alarm 
fired betwixt twelve and one, I imagined 
that accounts had come of a decifive vic- 
tory gained by the duke of Brunfwick; 
and that foreign troops were marching 
towards Paris. My landlord, who feared 
this exceedingly, now began to be very 
much difturbed on account of the celebrity 
of his patriotifm, the very idea of feeing the 
Houlands and Pruffian huflars enter Paris 
overwhelmed him with difmay. I made 
him eafier by afluring him that I would be 
his protedor ; and I folemnly promifed 

to 
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to juftify his conduct by declaring that he 
had done nothing but by my advice. I 
then begged he would go out and learh 
what was paffing, and bring me back ac- 
counts of it. 
, He returned at five in the afternoon. 

I fopn guefled by his palenefs and 
gloomy looks, that he brought f^tal intelli- 
gence. 

*^ What have you heard ?" faid I, with 
the. moft lively inquietude. 

" Don't fpeak to ,me. Oh! terrible! 
Stand afide till I fliut the window;. and 
go you," faid he, addreffing his wife and 
daughter, " and lock the outer door." 

« Calm yourfelf," faid I, « and tell me 
what has happened." 

" Calm myfelf ! after what I have 

feen!" 

" What have you feen ?" 

" Oh ! dont fpeak of it, it is horrible !" 

" In the name of God," faid I, "^ don't 
leave me in this cruel incertitude ; is the 
king in the temple ?" 

•'To 
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" To be fure| he is ;-^ who was fpeak- 
ing of the king ?" 

" Why then have they fired the can- 
non r 

** Becaufe of fome bad news from the 
frontiers refpefting that curfed little town 
of Longwy, which the Pruffians have taken j 
all Paris is in an uproar. They are mur- 
dering all the priefts they can find; the 
prifons are broken open; two or three 

hundred ruffians have rufhed in, and are 

' . . • 

butchering the prifqpers. I juft ndw faw 

the head of the princefs de Lambelle car- 
ried on a pike, to the Temple. All the 
bifliops and priefts, to the number of two 
or three hundred, who were confined in 
the convent of the Cannes, have been 
llaughtered without mercy.'* 

The moft eloquent pen could but weakly 
defcribe the terror and defpair which over- 
whelmed me on hearing this horrible recital. 
I was feized with an univerfal trembling ; a 
cold fweat broke out upon my face. The 
dreadful idea of my two murdered brothers 
was more poignant than a thoufand daggers 

piercing 
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piercing my heart* They had been fliut 
up a fortnight before in the prifons, for no 
other reafon than being my brothers : my 
troubled imagination prefented them drug- 
gling with the affaffins j I heard their dy- 
ing groans j the fole thought of furviviag 
them revolted my mind, and made me 
confider exiftence as an unfupportaWe tor- 
ment. It is my blood only," cried I to 
my^landlord, who flood amazed at the ftate 
in which he beheld me, ** that they wifh 
to flied: it is not juft that my brothers 
fliould be murdered, bccaufe 1 am con- 
cealed '; go, therefore, run diredtly, and let 
them know, that if my life willfave theirs, 
I am ready to deliver myfelf up inftantly, 
and you may announce the fame to the 
people/* 

He endeavoured to calm me by the af- 
furance, that he had made inquiries re- 
fpefting the fate of my brothers : he had 
been pofitively informed, that they were 
both alive, and not in fuch danger as I 
imagined ; becaufe, after the firft maflacres, 
a tribunal had hctn effablifhed in each 
8 prifon. 
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prifon, before which the prifoners' were 
tried one after the other j that thofe againft 
whom there were the moft ferious accufa- 
tions, were tried firft j and, as there was a 
great number of prifoners, the flaughter 
would be ftopt before my brothers would 
be called, as there was no particular crime 
Hated in the prifon regifter againft either of 
them. He told me alfo, that a corporal 
of the national guard, a very intelligent 
man, who was much attached to my brother 
the Abbe, was gone to the Prifon de la 
Force to employ every poffible means of 
faving him. 

Thefe aflurances, in fome degree, calmed 

me J and Hope^ that fecond foul of the mi- 

ferable, was fo neceflary to me, that I 

, eagerly grafped every circumftance which 

tended to revive it. 

I fent my landlord for more particular 
information to the corporal ; to entreat of 
him to ptocure me fome intelligence con- 
cerning my brother the chevalier, and to 
render both all the fervice in his power. 
My landlord acquitted himfelf of his com- 

miffion ; 
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miffion ;. and as the corporal was not re- 
turned home, he left a note at his lodgings 
to the efFeft already mentioned. 

The impatience and agitation with which 
I expedied this man may be eafily con- 
ceived. It was about mid-day when he 
came to my lodging. The landlord, after 
talking with him a few moments, intro- 
duced him into my apartment. The flow- 
nefs with which I had heard him advance 
to my door made me Ihudder: but his 
lilence, and the appearance of his eyes,^ 
which fecmed fwelled and red with weep- 
ing, filled me with the moft direful pre- 
fages. 

" My brother is, then, dead ?" cried I, 
with a voice broken by convulfive fobs, — 
" The poor Abbe — ^you could not, then, 
fave him ?" 

'> Pardon me, fir j I have this moment 
parted from him. He defires to be remem- 
bered to you." 

" You have juft parted with him ! He is 
not then dead ?" 

^ No, 
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^ No, thank God ; and I hope we (hall 
fiivc him* The municipal officer at the head 
of the tribunal is very well difpoied towards 
him/' 

** Why did not you tell me fo at once ? 
Why do you look fo fad ? Have yoti any 
bad news to tell me ? Don't keep me in 
tills cruel fufpenfe." 

^ Alas ! fir, — the chevalier—" 

^ Oh l^is he dead I Have you fecn him ? 
Tell me all/' 

** I have not feen him* It was not in my 
power to get near him : but his fervant 
found his dead body amongft thofe which 
are heaped before the gate of the Abbaye, 
He told me fo juft now.'* 

Thefe terrible words overfet my reafon. 
I flared wildly at the officer ; and fome 
drops of blood I perceived on his coat ex- 
dted an emotion of inexpreffible horror 
againft him. 

*' You are covered with blood, fir," cried 
I, with frantic indignation. *^ Leave me 
inftantly. Get out of my fight ; I wifli to 
be alone.'' 

The 
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The popr man, quite confounded at the 
tiarflinefs with which I fpoke to him, left 
me without anfwering a fingle word, I 
immediately locked my door, and darken- 
ed the windows ; for at that moment the 
light of the fun, and the fight of a human 
being, were equally odious to me- 

I threw myfelf upon my bed in a ftate 
which cannot be defcribed. My brain 
tiftrobbed, and my whole body was con- 
vulfcd. After remaining two hours in this 
fituation, a flood of tears, without abating 
my forrow, weakened its effefls, and gave 
me fome relief. My hcad-ach and con- 
vulfions ceafed, but my reflexions were 
equally bitter. When I imagined I had loft 
the Abbe, it feemed to me that I fliould 
have regretted the Chevalier Icfs than him : 
but now when I thought that it was the 
Chevalier who had perifhed, he feemed to 
my alHided heart the deareft of the two. 
Befides, I bitterly reproached myfelf for 
being, in fome degree, the caufe of his 
death, by perfuading him to return from 
his travels, to France, on my nomination 
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to the mmiftry. I had done this^ that the 
king might not be reproached for having in 
his adminiftration the brother of a man, 
who might be fulpe<3;ed of emigration. 
. It was impoflible for me to fliut my eyes 
the whole night. I rofe at day-bieak, ex- 
haufted with pain and grief, ready tp expire 
with burning heat, and my mouth parched 
with thirft. I little expedked that the day 
which was beginning would fee ,me pafs 
from the extreme of grief to that of }oy. 
At nine in the morning my faithful W^/ 
de cbambre^ whom I had not feen for a fort- 
night, fuddenly entered my apartment. 
His cheerful looks announced good news^ 
but did not relieve my forrow, as I thought 
he was coming to tell me of my brother the 
Abbe's fafety, whkh I cxpedcd, from what 
the corporal had already told me : but what 
was my happinefs and aftonifliment, when 
this worthy, honeft man told me, and re- 
peated it feveral times before I couJd believe 
him, that the Chevalier was alive, and 
had returned, at two in the morning, to 
my father-in-law's houfe j that he himfelf 
4 had 
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Kad feen him/ and had fhaken him by the 
haildi 

" Ah) my dear friend," faid Ij embracing 
him as affedionately as if he had been my 
brother, " you have reftored me to life. I 
fhall never forget this mark of attach- 



ment." 



He was fo much affeded, that he began 
to weep and fob from the bottom of his 
heart. My fatisfadiion was increafed by 
the fhare this faithful domeftic took in it *• 

My foul wasfo intoxicated with joy the 
whole day, that no difmal idea could find 
entrance. Entirely occupied with my bro- 
ther's fafety, I for fome hpurs forgot the 
public calamity : but this cheerful g^am 
was but too foon obfcured. Next day I 
learnt, with the utmofl horror, that the 
maflacre of the prifoners continued day and 
night, without interruption. All my in- 
quietude, as far as it regarded my brother, 

* It was this fame man who, a month after my leaving 
the^kingdom, gave me a ftill greater proof of attachment^ in 
quitting his wife an4 children, and braving, without a pafT* 
port, the dangers »{ emigration^ in order to join me in 
England. 

K 2 was. 
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wis, however, terminated that very day, 
when the corporal came to inform me that 
the Abbe had alfo been found innocjent, 
and fet at liberty. Both my brothers owed 
their deliverance to their courage and pre- 
fence|kf mind, joined to this fortunate cir- 
'cumftance, that none of the villains, who 
had caufed them to be arrefted, merely for 
being my brothers, were of the tribunal that 
acquitted them. . The ferenity of their coun-* 
tenances prejudiced in their favour the very 
aflaflins who, when they judged them,knew 
not that they were my brothers, and found 
no particular charge ftated againft them» 
That acquittal proved afterwards their fafe- 
guard in the moft bloody periods of the 
revolution. The monfters who fucceeded 
were undoubtedly afraid of fhewing them- 
felves more ferocious than their predecef* 
fors, by condemning thofe who were fpared 
on the 2d of September* 

The unfortunate count de Montmorin 

had taken refuge, on the loth of Auguft, 

at the houfe of a walherwoman in the 

Fauxbourgs St. Antoine. He was dif- 

8 covered 
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covered a few days before the ad of Sepi- 
tember^ by the imprudence of his hoftefs^ 
who bought the fineft fowls and the beft 
fruit (he could find, and carried them to 
her houfe, without taking any precautioa 
to elude the obferyation df her neighbours; 
They foon,fufpe£ted her of giving refuge to 
fome ariftocratfe of the higheft order. This 
conjedure fpread amongft the populace of 
the Fauxbourgs, who were almoft aU of 
them agents or fpies of the Jacobins. Thofc 
fufpicions having reachied the committed' 
ies recbercbes appointed by the munici- 
pality, they ordered the houfe of the wafher^ 
woman to be fearched. M. de Montmorin 
was arrefted at the moment he leaft expe(ft^ 
cd it, and condu6}:€d to the bar of the na- 
tional aflembly. He anfwered the qtieftio» 
which were put to him with great calmnefsi 
and in the mofi fatisfadory manner : but 
his having concealed himfelf, and a bottle 
of opium found in his pocket, forn^ed, as 
they (aid, a ftrong prefumption that he was 
confcious of fome crime, of which they ex- 
pected to find proofs in the papers feized iti 

K 3 . his 
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his own houfe. After being detained two 
days in the committee, he was fent a prl- 
foner to the Abbaye, where his difmal fore- 
bodings were too well verified. He was 
murdered with circumftances too (hocking 
to mention, and his tortured body carried in 
triumph to the national affembly. 

Amidft thefe fcenes of horror and caiv 
nage, and amongft thefe ferocious mon- 
ilers, who adted alternately as judges and 
executioners, my brother the Chevalier had 
the good forttme to meet with two men, 
who, although covered with the blood 
which they themfelves had fixed, were ne- 
vcrthelefs fufceptible' of the fehtiments of 
humanity. As thofe men were the in- 
llruments of faving my brother's life, I can 
never think of them without gratitude* 
The particulars of their extraordinary con^ 
dudt I had from my brother himfelf, and 
are as follows ; 

The tribunal eftabliflied in the prifon, for 
the pretended atrial of the prifoners, had 
delivered to the executioner all who had 
^e§a brought before it. When my brother 
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was fummoned, one of thofe who were coij- 
dtidting him, ftruck with the calmnefs and 
air of fecurity he remarked in his counte- 
. nance, after 'having looked at him fome 
moments with earneftnefs, faid, 

" You have the appearance of an honeft 
man. One confcious of guilt has not fuch 
a countenance/' 

" Well, I am confcious of no guilt/* 
" Why are you here, then ?" 
** That is what I cannot tell. Nobody 
has been able to inform me. I am con*- 
vinced I was taken up by miftake.'* ' 
*' You are fure of that V 
« Very fure." 

" In that cafe fear nothing. Keep a good 
heart. Speak firm before the judge, and 
rely on my fupport. Do you hear ? We 
ihall bring you off, as fiire as my name is: 
Michel" 

"I am not at all afraid : but I can affure 
you that you fliall-be well rewarded.** 

" Don't talk of that," replied he, with a' 
iOhakeof his head; 

K4 The 
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The unexpeSed good fortune, of finding 
a zealous protestor among thefe affaflins, 
imparted to my brother all the fteadinefs 
requifite to enable him to fupport the hor- 
rible afpedt of his judges. Being arrived 
at the bar of this tribimal of blood, and in- 
terrogated, by one of the butchers who pre- 
fided, as to his name and quality ; he 
mentioned his name, adding that he^was a 
Malthais. 

^^ Malthais! Maltbais ! What does that 
mean ? What is a Malthais ?" exclaimed a 
hundred voices at once. 

" He means that he is from Malta," an- 
fwcred my brother's condu<aor, in a loud 
voice. Maltaisaniflandj don't you know- 
that ? I have known a great many people 
who came from it, and all of them were 
MaltbaUr 

" Ah, it is an ifland," faid one, " The 
prifoner is, then, a ftranger ?" 

" Yes, to be fure he is a ftranger. What 
clfe can he be, you blockhead ?" 

" Very well : but don't you be in a paf- 
fion, citizen." 

« Call 
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^* Call to order, call to order, prefident,'' 
cried out feyeral at once. " Come, let us 
make hafte.*' 

*• The prefident then alked my brother 
of what he was accufed. My brother an- 
fwered, that he did not know, for nobody 
had been able to tell him/' 

" He lies, he lies," was echoed from a& 
fides. 

** Silence, citizens,'' anfwered honeft Mi*- 
chel, in a voice of authority j " let the pri- 
foner fpeak. If he lies, his bufmcfs will 
foon be done for him: but you won't 
condemn him without hearing him, I 
hoper 

** No, no, no ; that is but fair. Let us hear 
what he has to fay for himfel£ Michel is 
io the right. Hear him, hear him. Go 
on, prefident." 

^* Why were you arretted ?" refume^ the 
prefident. 

^^ Becaufe I had the misfortune to call 
upon a perfon at the very moment the guard 
came to arreft him. They took me, (and 
another, who had alfo called by accident,) 

,. along; 
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along with him to the municipality : but 
the other being a commiflafy of the feftion, 
obtained his liberty in a few hours. My 
friends have aifo taken fteps to procure 
mine ; and .they have always been told, 
that orders would be immediately given for 
that purpofe. I cannpt conceive why they 
have not/* 

** But are you certain," . faid the prefi- 
dent, ^ that there is no accufation againft 
you on the regifter ?" 

" I have noreafon to think there is: but 
if there be, I fhall not be at a lofs to juftify 
myfelf." 

" Bring me the regifter,'* faid the pre- 
lident. 

It was delivered to him by the gaoler ; 
and upon examining it, the prefident find- , 
ing no crime annexed to the name of my 
brpthet, nor any reafon whatever given for 
his being arrefted, he handed the regifter to 
the; other members: of the tribunal, in order 
to convince them ; and then declared, with 
a loud voice,, that the prifoner had told the 

'*^T;ie 
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•• The nation ought, then, to declare him 
lanocent," cried Michel. 

The motion was fupported by a general 
^* ouiy ouiy ouij ouV* This unanimous ac- 
clamation was iraaiediately followed by a 
formal declaration of the tribunal, in the 
name of the nation, that the prifoner was 
innocent ; and he was ordered to be fet at 
liberty. This fentence was a][)plauded by 
repeated cries of vive la nation ! Upon 
this Michel, and one of his comrades, who 
had feemed equally interefted in my bro- 
ther's fate, took him under the arm, and 
conduded him to the outer gate of the pri- 
fon, where the maffacres were committed, 
and loudly proclaimed him innocent. 

The executioners were drawn up in two 
oppofite rows, their weapons ready to ftrikc, 
yrhtn the words " cttoyen innocent"' reached 
their ears. ' They inftantly furrounded him, 
lifted him iv^ their arms with clamorous 
tranfports of joy ; and with faces and hands 
befmeared with blood, they hugged him by 
(urns. He was forced to fubmit, with a 
good grace, to thefe horrible carcfles, which 

his 
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his vigorous conduftors with diflScuhy re- 
lieved him from, faying that he was un- 
well, required reft, and that it would be 
cruel to detain him longer. After having 
difengaged him from the mob, Michel 
afke4 him if he had any relations in town, 
to whom he wiflied to be conduced. He 
anfwered, that he had a fifter-in-law, to 
whofe houfe he was going, but that he 
would not give them the trouble of accom- 
panying him^ as he had fufficient ftrcngth 
ftill left to walk by himfelf. He at the fame 
time exprefled his gratitude for their fer-* 
vices, and offered them a handful of affig- 
nats as a fmall recompenfe for all they had 
done for him. They refufed his moneys 
and peififted in accompanying him. 

" We muft anfwer for you," faid one of 
them to him ; " and we cannot leave you 
tin. we have feen you in fafety.' 'As for 
your affignats,. we will have none ofthem«r 
The fatisfadion of faving you U better than 
that. It is to your fifter-in-law's^ then, 
we are now going? Where does fhe 
liye?^ 

Jfin 
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.^* In th(^ rue du Cbatime.^' 

" The good lady will be furprifed and 
happy, no doubt, to fee you again." 

Oh \ certainly. She will be delighted." 
You would never guefs, fir," faid ho- 
jaeft Michel, " what my comrade and I have 
been whifpering together. We were jufl 
ikying, that if you would give us leave to 
attend you to your filler's, it would do 
both our hearts good to fee fo happy a 
meeting.** 

** You are very kind, my friends, but it 
Is late, and you ftand in need of fleep." , 

^* Oh! fir, that fight would refrefh us 
more than any thing,'* 

" I fhould be glad of your company, but 
my fifter-in-law is fo timid, and of fuch a 
delicate conftitution, that the fight of 
fbrangers, at fo late an hour, might alarm 
her ; and befides, the blood on your clothes 
might do her harm, which would certainly 
give you pairi." 

" Certainly," replied they : " but when 
you tell her that it was us who faved your 
life, Ihe will be glad to fee us. Depend 
upon it we will not frighten her. Come, 

come. 
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come, fir, give us this fatisfadion ; it will 
not coft you fo much as the money you of- 
fered, and will afibrd us more pleafure." 

My brother was forced to yield to their 
intreaties. . They accompanied him to the 
houfe of my father-in-law, to which Ma- 
dame Bertrand and my children had gone 
after the loth of Auguft. The joy of my 
family, on feeing the Chevalier, was the 
more lively, as they had given him up for 
loft. 

Madame Bertrand being prepared for the 
ftrange vifit (he was to receive, fhe con- 
lented to it without repugnance. Her 
heart was too full of joy and gratitude to be 
acceflible to other fentiments. She only 
faw in thefe men, covered with blood, the 
deliverers of my brother, and Ihe received 
them as her benefactors. They were ex- 
tremely touched by this reception, and 
with the joy of madame Bertrand and her 
family, who furrounded the Chevalier, and 
embraced him with many tears. 

Michel and his friend were delighted 
with this fcene of happinefs, v^hich they 
juftly confidered as their own work. 

"It 
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•* It IS you and I, my friend, after ally' 
faid Michel to his comrade, ** who have 
faved the life of this hdneft man." 

To this the other affentedi the tears, at. 
the fanie inftant, falling frpm the eyes c^; 
both. . This emotion was undoubtedly; 
mixed with remorfe; for at a moment when 
mild humanity began to refume her influ- 
ence in the breads of thofe men, perhaps 
originally good, but perverted by fanaticifrai 
and example, they could not but reflect 
with horror on the bloody fcenes tq which 
they had been acceflary. 

They had the difcretion not to prolong 
their vifit beyond a quarter of an hour; and 
in taking leave of my brother, they repeat- 
edly thanked him for the pleafure he had 
procured them. 

The reader muft be ftruck with fuch an 
aftonifliing inftance of fentiments fo oppo-, 
fite and difcordant exifting in' the fame 
bread. How can we account for a fadt fo 
very extraordinary, that thofe who are 
employed as the aflaflins of their fellow- 
creatures, ihould, almod in the fame mo- 
ment. 
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ment, fhew themfelves fenfible of the moil: 
plealing fenfations of benevolence and com- 
pailion to a man quite, unknown to them ? 
Even thofe who have moft deeply exa- 
mined the human hearts muft be perplexed 
to give a fatisfadory explanation of this 
phenomenon, which is perhaps without 
example. 
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CHAP. XXXVI. 

New manoeuvres to difcover the place of my 
conPtalment. — The yacobins puhlijb an 
account of my deaths — My, boufe In the 
country is burnt.-— Death of my father.-^ 
^be retreat of the duie of Brunfwick. — I 
refolve to quit the kingdom.'-^I arrive ai . 
Boulogne^ where I embark. 

THE committees of public fafety, ap- 
pointed by the aflembly and by the 
municipality of Paris, which were com- 
pofed of the moft violent Jacobins, con- 
tinued to purfue me with as much rancour 
as ever, and employed every mieans to dit 
cover the place of my concealment. M. 
d^Andrefel, treafurer of the invalids of 
the fea fervice, found means to inform me, 
that Le Cointre-Piiiraveau, one of the moft 
worthlefs fcoundrels in the aflembly, had 
made him a vifit, in the name of the com^ 
VOL. III. L ipittee, 
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mittee, to learn from him where I was hid ; 
and that he had tried, firft by promifes, and ' 
afterwards by threats, to extort from him 
the fecret. M. d'Andrefel was incapable of 
difclofing it, had he known it : but, in fad, 
he was not at all in my confidence^ and. 
knew not where I was. " We are abfo- 
lutely certain," faid Le Cointre, " by the in- 
formation which we have already got, and 
by the meafurcs which we have taken, that 
he cannot efcape ; therefore in telling us at 
prefect whjere he is, you will fliorten our 
fearch, without doing any harm either to - 
yourfelf or him ; for nobody (hall ever 
know that you gave us the information. 
You may depend upon it that the aflembly ' 
will take it as an obligation, and I am de- 
'fired to afltire you of that.'* 

The narrative of the maflacre of the pri- 
fonersat Verfailles, which was publiflied, a 
few days afterwards, by the infamous He- 
bert,, and which contained all the particu- 
lars of my death, w4is certainly one of the 
meafures which Le Cointre alluded tq. 
They flattered themfelves that I fhouldi take 
, lefa 
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lefs care to conceal myfelf, when I faw that 
they believedrl was dead: and as they had 
no doubts of my being ftill in Pans, they 

'caufed this narrative to be cried though 
the ftreets for feveral days, that it might 
reach my ears j and it did reach my ears, 
but without deceiving me j for as I knew 
that none of my relations or friends had 
furniihed Hebert with this article, I hadno 
doubt of its being a fnare laid to entrap me; 
for which reafon I was more cautious than 
jbefore. The narrative was intitled, " A 
circumjlantial account of the jujlice of the 
people exercifed at Verfailks upon the arifto-- 
crates and counter^revolutionijis^ who were 
prifoners at Orleans ; with the execution of 
J$rijfac^ de Lejfart^ de Bert r and ^ &fr. l^c.* 
And here follows the account given in 
this narrative of my laft moments : 

" The next in turn was the late minifter 
Bertrand, a mod iiltorrigible liar and au- 
dacious confpirator. He gave furloughs to 
the naval officers who had emigrated, af- 
ferting, with effrontery, to the legiflative af- 

. fembly, that they were-at their polls. Their 

.L 2 pay 
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pay was tranfmitted to them to Cobledts^ 
xnrhilc our fliips were left without officers. 
He attempted, by iixtreaties and by his ufual 
falfehoods, to move the enraged people*^ 
* Generous^ citizens, (faid he,) it is true wc 
are guilty, and that, tempted by ambition^ 
we have been the enemies ©f the people i 
but although our criminal condufik juftly 
enrages you, remember, at the fame time^ 
that you are vidtorious^ and that we are 
your prifoners. Let our repentance difarm 
you.* All was in vain. His prayers could 
not difarm the people. He was put to 
death, and cut in pieces/' 

This publication, which unfortunately was 
as true in the, other particulars, as it was 
falfe in thofe which related to me, I thought 
worth preferving, becaufe, in various emer- 
gencies which might naturally occur before' 
I could efcape out of France, fuch a proof 
' of my death might be the mean* of faving 
my life* 

The Jacobins,, enraged that they could 
not wreak their vengeance on my perfon,^ 
cxercifed it on my poffeffions. I was in- 

formeS^ 
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formed, that towards the latter end of the 
month of September, one of their moft infa- 
mous agents,named Alardjwho unfortunate- 
ly was at that time mayor of the principal 
feigneurk which I poflelTed in Languedoc, 
(Montefquieu de Volveftre,) had employed 
a hundred brigands whom he commanded, 
to burn the chateau in which my father and 
my family refided part of the year, and in 
which all my papers were depofited. My 
father was at that time at Thouloufe, op-f 
prefied with grief on account of jhe critical 
fituation in which all his family was, and 
peculiarly anxious for my brothers, du* 
ring the maffacres of September. Time 
had leffened the energy of . charader, 
without diminifhing the fenfibility of this 
venerable old man. Upon the point of fink- 
ing under the weight of fo many diftrefles, 
he was fuddenly informed that his chateau 
was reduced to afhes. This additional cala- 
mity overpowered his remaining ftrength. 
He was feized that very day with a burning 
fever, and expired in lefs than a weeL 

1.3 While 
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While I was fhedding bitter tears for the 
death of an affedionate father, whofe favo- 
rite I was, I learnt that the Jacobins had the 
barbarity to triumph at this news, and to 
congratulate each other, that as the fuccef^ . 
fion now defcended to me, it could no longer 
be kept from their rapacity. Alard, their 
worthy inftrument, wanted immediately to 
fequefter my eftate, upon the pretext of my 
having emigrated ; and his zeal, on this oc- 
cafion, doubtlefs contributed to procure him 
the honour of being elcded member .of the 
convention. In fad, there were very few vil- 
lains in the kingdom more worthy than him 
of thofe places, which were at this time there- 
compence of crimes. If, at this period, law 
had not been without force, my formal refufal 
(repudiation) "of the fucceffion of my father 
would have tranfmitted his eftate to my bro- 
thers: but all the people, to whom I ap- 
plied for this purpofe, refufed their affift- 
ance, for fear of being accufed of the new 
crime of h%e-nation. 

Hitherto I had cheriflied hope that fomc 
jnovement within the nation, excited perhaps 
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by the march of the duke of Brunfwick, 
might take place in faVour of the king : but 
thefe laft hopes were entirely deftroyed by 
the extraordinary news of Dumouricr's 
fuccefs, and the retreat of the Pruflians, 
which filled me with the more regret, be- 
caufe the known ferocity of fome of the 
leading deputies to the convention, and the 
republican principles of others, made me de- 
Ipair of being able to be of any fervicc to 
the king, efpecially as I w:as under the ne- 
ceffity of remaining in the clofcft conceal*- 
mentt 

I was undecided what I fhould do, wher> 
the means of efcaping out of the kingdom 
was offered me by a woman, who wa^ 
fincer^ly devoted to the king, although a 
different opinion has been entertained pf 
her on account of -fome of her connections.^ 
I abftain from naming this lady, left Her- 
generous condud towards me Ihould bring 
her into trouble. During my adminiftra^- 
tion, (he had given me frequent infornji- 
ation, of a nature very ufeful to the royaf 
h 4 femily, 
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family^ to whom flie was fincerely devoted^ 
although coufidered by many a decided dc- 
mocrate. 

On the prefcnt occafion, ihe fent me 
>7ord, by my brother the chevaher, that 
if I intended to efcape to England, ihe 
would procure me a paffport, under- 
taking, at the fame time, to find mc 
thi means of going fafely to Boulogne^ 
where fhe would recommend me to a cor- 
refpondent of her's, a man of intelligence, 
who had already embarked two of her 
friends under falfe names, and who would 
do the fame thing for me, 

I accepted this propofal with great eager- 
ncfs, only I defired to know how it was to 
be executed. My brother foon after brought 
mt a paflport, which had been originally 
deftined for one of her friends who had paid 
a hundred louis for it, but who had em- 
barked without its being examined ; and, 
as he had never been afked for his paffport, 
Jie had returned it to her, that it might 
li^ift the efcape of fome other friend. The 

date 
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date of' this^ paflport was two months old, 
and its forto ^as qUite difFcrent from that 
^^v^hich had been fince adopted : there were 
likcwife feveral correiSlions ncceflary for 
adapting it to my appearance, inftead of 
the perfon for whom it was originally in- 
tended. My valet de cbambrt being ex- 
tremely expert at this, and his writing be- 
ing very like that in the palTport, the cor- 
re&ions gave jne lefs uneafinefs than the 
cddnefs of the date. With regard to the 
means of getting fafe to Boulogne, the lady 
propofed tb fend me there by an old fer- 
vant of heir family, who, at that time, drove 
the mail from Paris to Calais. 

This propofal feemed to nle fo favour- 
able, that I refolved to attempt it, notwith* 
fiandiiig all my uneafinefs about the form 
and the age of my paflport. The 12th of 
Odober was the day fixed upon for my 
departure. I had an interval of fix days 
to prepare for this journey. In this inter-r . 
val, having procured the printed form for 
the new paflports, I without fcruple fabri-^ 
««(te4 <)&e for my own ufe. 

% The 
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Thje danger of crofling Paris in broad* 

day light, was what I had chiefly to fear. 

My family, who were extremely alarmed, 

■thought I muft be difcovered, except I 

wore an old black wig very ill drefled. 

After a careful refearch, they at laft 
found one, which they thought would an- 
fwer the purpofe. It ia certain that it 
made a horrible alteration in my appear- 
ance, and it was impoffible to refcognife 
ine: it had, however, this incovenience, 
that it made me extremely remarkable; 
and no patrole or fentinel could fee fo ej^- 
traordinary and. ridiculous a head^ without 
being convinced that it was intended as 
a difguife. This confideration made me 
tl^row afide the wig, and I adopted no 
other difguife than having my haiir ex- 
tremely ill drefled and difordered, and 
wearing a round hat and a brown great 
coat. 

It was in this drefs that I fet off on the 
1 2th of Oftober, at ten o'clock in the 
morning, from my landlord's houfe. I had 
four travelling companions j one of- thenv 

• W2ia 
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was the fame Mr. Tliomas formerly men* 
tioned ; he was drefled in the uniform of .a 
fubaltern officer of the national guards; 
three others were unacquainted with me, 
and one of them likewife wore an uniform. 
The night before, I had fent a. bag with 
my- clothes to the mail-carrier for Bou-* 
logne J and having hired a hackney coach 
for St. Denis, I traverfed Paris with thefe 
four men : we had agreed, that if we were 
qtieftioned, we ftiould fay that, we were 
going to dine at Pierrefite, near St. Denis, 
^nd to view a houfe which was to be fold. 

We arrived at that village, which is a 
quarter of a league beyond St. Denis, 
without meeting with any thing difagree- 
abie ; I ^dined thete at the houfe of an old 
Italian architect, who was devoted to the 
lady who had procured the paflport, and 
had advifed me to wait at his houfe for the 
arrival of the mail for Boulogne. 

The mail-carrier let me know the exa£k 

hour at which he would pafs the heights 

of Pierrefite ; I fet out for the road a few 

jninutes fooner. He arrived there almoft 

' ;^t 
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at tjic fame inftant with pie, having opened 
for me his chaife, (brouettej into which I 
had a great deal of difficulty to fqueexe 
myfelfj for he alone could fill thre§- 
fourths of it. It was, therefore, impoffihle 
to travel lefs at our eafe than we did ; and 
I fliould never have been able to hold out 
if the journey had been longer, or if my 
condudlor had not gone out of the chaife 
at every ftage to refrefli himfelf with a glafe 
of brandy. During thefe moments of re- 
fpite, I was able to relieve my legs and 
arms, which were quite numbed by the 
violent preflure. ' 

I arrived at Boiilogne on Saturday night, 
and I got out at the inn where the mail 
puts up, fo overcome with fatigue, and 
with the bruifes I had received, that I could 
hardly ftand upon my legs. 

I inftantly afked for a bed-chamber j for 
although I had not eat the weight of four 
ounces of bread the whole journey, yet I 
had more need of a bed than of any thing 
clfe. 

Next 
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Next morning I wrote as expeditioufly 
as poffible to Mr. N — — — , citizen of Bou- 
logne, to whom the lady had recommended 
me, under the name of Yandeberg, a mer- 
chant of Liege, the name mentioned in' my 
paflport. I informed him of my intention 
of paffin^ to England in the firft packet-^ 
boat; and I begged that he would call 
upon me, to affift me in making the ar- 
rangements neceffary for my departure. 

In lefs than a quarter of an • hour after 
this letter was fent off, the maid of the inn 
brought into my room a man fix feet high, 
whofe name fhe did not announce, and 
who was dreffed in the uniform of the of- 
ficers of the national guards. I was at firft 
extremely furprifed, arid even alarmed, at 
this vifit. I could not- conceive how this 
man was fo quickly informed of my ar- 
rival, and what he had to fay to me gf fo 
much importance, as to induce him to vifit 
me in fpite of the rain which yr^s thea 
pouring down. I was afraid that this was 
one of thofe fatal domiciliary vifits from 

which 
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which I had with fo much difficulty efcaped 
when at Paris. However, I rofe from my 
feat, and went up with confidence to him, 
faying, with apparent eafe, " Pray, what is 
your bufmefs with me, fir?" 

". Is it Mr. Vandeberg to whom I have 
the honour of fpeaking ?" faid he. 

" Yes, fir, that is my name." 

" Ah ! fir," replied he, after looking at 
me ftedfaftly, and then making me a pro- 
found bow, " I have now the honour of 
recollecting you perfectly." 

Believiijg that he took me for feme other 
perfon whom I happened to refemble, I 
anfwered, " I fancy, fir, you are miftaken ; 
for I do not remember ever having feea 
you before." 

" Oh ! fir, I am- fure of what I am fay- 
ing, though I had only the honour of fee- 
ing you once, and but for half a quarter of 
an hour.". 

" Where do you think you faw me?" 
refumed I. " Was it at Liege, at Amfter- 
dam, at " 

. - Ji "No, 



/" 
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*' No, fir, not fo far oiF as that ; it wa& 
at Paris, laft January, in the Rue Roy ale ^ at 
the marine hotel/' 

" Are you very fure ?" 

" Oh ! very fiire, fir/' " 

" In that cafe you have a better memory 
than me." 

"Be under no uneafinefs, fir; fori re- 
member you, only becaufe I cannot forget 
yourgoodnefs in terminating, in one morn- 
^ ing, the bufinefs for which I had the ho- 
nour to fee you. It was an affair ^hich 
took me to Pa.ris, and which I feared woi^d 
detain me tTiefe fifteen days at leaft ; but, 
through your goodnefs, I was able to fet 
out the next day after my arrival. I 
Ihall be very happy to fliew my gratitude 
by .ferving you* in any way I j^m able." 
- " But who are you, and how can^e you 
to know of my being at Boulogne ?" 

" Your letter informed me. My name 
isN ." 

" Oh ! you are Mr. N . Why did 

not you tell it me? I had not the leaft 

. con- 
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conception of it j your uniform put that 
quite out of my head.** 
* ." I am obliged to wear this uniform, be- 
caufe I am an officer in the national guards ; 
. and I am likewife a municipal officer, and 
ready to obey all M. Bertrand's orders in 
either capacity.'* 

I accepted his offers . very eagerly, and 
immediately put his good intentions to the 
proof, in requefting that he would en- 
deavour to get one of my paffports ex- 
amined, that I might not be obliged 
to prefent myfelf to ' the municipality, 
where I might meet fome zealous patriot 
with as good a memory, but without 
the fame inclination to oblige mej and 
who, on the contrary, might think that to 
arreft me, was a great a£t of civifm.** 

Mr. N faid, " What you demand, 

has never yet been granted to any one ; 
and it is more difficult to obtain it npw 
than ever, on account of the« laft orders 
which have been tranfmitted to us by the 
committees at Paris. We are exprefsly 

com- 
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t6mmanded to admit no paflfport i^thbut 
comparing the defcription with the perfon^ 
and without likewife examining if he re-» 
fembles the defcriptions which have beea 
fent us of fufpeded perfons.'* 

"It is exaftly this examination which I 
1fri(h to avoid ; I perceive it is not an eafy 
thing, but I hope that your zeal and addrefs 
will enable you to do me this fervice. You 
may fay, without a falfehood, that this M* 
Vandeberg h known to you, and one of 
your bei^ friends; that an exceflive bad 
cold hinders him from going out during this 
tainy weather ; that you will anfwer for the 
exadftefs of the defcription in the pafTport 
with my perfon* The affertions of a mu-» 
nicipal officer, and one who is likewife an 
officer of the national guards, cannot be 
fufpeded, provided you appear to think 
that what you afk can meet with no 
oppofition. And, depend upon it, you 
tsrill meet with none ; only put on a little 
effrontery, and you will fucceed." 

Vol. Ill* M ^'Vcry 
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^^ Very well, fir, I (hall try j and you 
puiy dq)eiid up^m my doiog all I caa. What 
I moft fear is^ bft they fliould difboTerj 
that the ddfdri{)CiQn of M. Bfrtrand re^ 
femblcs that of M* Vandeberg/* 

** Do not yott know/* feid I, " th*t M. 
BartradAd ^raisi ms^flk^^ at Verfaille$ with 
the other prlfoo^a from QrlesmiB ?^ ^ 

^ ThaA report wad eircyjat^d," feid he } 
i^ bu< thofe who do not believe in ghofts, 
may take.it iiarto their head? that it was iHf 
fo«n<ied/' 

*' I will give you a proof that migjbt 
coaviace an infidel,** aafwered I., finiling, 
9nd then (hewed him the naflrratxye of the 
aaffaict^ of Verfailles ; and, when he Kad 
tb^ article reipeding roe, he laughed 
heartily^ I ptst nay two pafTports into his 
hafkd^, thait the mumcipality might c^oofis 
that which they liked bed. 
. ** All this is very lucky,*' faid he^ as he 
went away ; *^ I ihall now go to the town-% 
houfe ; and I hope to return before dinner 
with good news.** 

He 
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He had ntit l«fi me ibovd twb' hfeurt] 
when he cam* biack to my room trminphJ 
ing, With the two pafl(port8 in his. hands* 
The munidpafity had admitted that whiclt 
they thought the mok Iregulat, whicfe waa 
precifely the one I had forged; 

I thin requefted that M. N wouM 

hire a place for me in the firft packet-boat 
whfch fliouM fail for England ; and that he 
would make all the arrangements requifite 
for my departure. He did every thing 
with the greateft zeal and adkivity ; but tin- 
fortunately the wind was adverfe, and there^ 
was no appearance of .its changing. 

The bad weather continued for five days 
more. ^I remained carefully fhut up in my 
room, left I fhould meet fome one who 
might recognife me. 

I oriily faw one old gentleman, who was 
to go with me to Dover ; from whence he 
was to crofs again to Oftend, and proceed 
to Germany, to carry money to certain' 
emigre^. This old gentleman had already 
^ade fevera! journeys for the fame pur- 
M Z pofe; 



/ . 
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pofe ; ' aod he employed a part of his fot^^ 
tune ia fupport of the emigrant nobility. 

On the 19th of Odtober, the rain, which 
had continued inceffant during five days, 
ceafed; the wind calmed, and the moil 
brilliant fun announced a beautiful autum^ 
nal day. About nine o'clock in the morn- 
ing, M. de N ■ fent to give notice, 
that the packet-boat, in which ^e had taken 
my place, was to fail betwixt ten find 
eleven. I got fafe into, it without being 
afked for my paflport; fo that I might ' 
have faved myfelf the trouble of forging 
one. 
.The old gentleman embarked in the fame 
^ packet--boat.; and we mutually exhorted 
each other to wait patiently till Providence 
was pleafed to fend us a breath of wind. - 
It was not till twelve o'clock that we had 
the pleafure of feeing our fails flightly agi- 
tated ; and, by flow degrees, fwell fo as to 
carry us out. It ieeraed to me, that I now 
breathed more freely than I had dope for 
fpme time j but my ^neart was deeply af-5^. 

feae4 
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fefled as the coaft of France difappeared 
by flow degrees from niy view. 

The idea of flying my country, like a 
-criminal,, under a borr6wed name ; of be- 
ing feparated, perhaps for ever, from aH 
who rendered Ufe'detixftble, filled my foi4 
lyirh ine^preffiWe angwfli, . ... 



M3 
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CHAP.. XXXVII. 

Singuhr xonverfation k^itb a Pqffenger^ ht- 
tween Boulogne- and Dover ^--r-My arrived 
N in London.^^Wait an Lord GrenviUe.^^-^ 
Two commijfaries from Paris come to ar^ 
rejl me at Boulogne^ a little after my de^ 
parture from that town.^^My letter to the '. 
convention. 

A FTER three hours' failing, in which we 
• made but little way, a perfect calm 
fucceedcd. . The fky became cloudy, and 
the coaft of France was entirely pbfcured 
by a thick fog, although we were ftill at no 
great diftance from it. The converfation 
of the paflengers, in which I heard myfelf 
named with exaggerated eulogiums, drew 
me out of the deep reverie into which I 
had been for fome time plunged. Two of 
my travelling companions, whom I had at 
firft taken for Englifhmen, becaufe I hkd 

hitherto 
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httb^Or t^nly hesFJ thein fj^eak Eiiglifi^ 
now began a coiwel^ticai i^ Frcficii. tic^tb 
the pM geatlcjtnsya abkwit nifaitibtjedy Aifton 
ihcj niaflkcircs of the 2d of Scpteniher.. Ipirf 
of them was a Frenchman. He related many 
horrible eh-cumOBiftocs ; fome «dtbg|diii6r in- 
eredihlie^ but whkh tt was mipoffibtelKrcdiw 
feft Turhfa' bhny as he rdpdted crpety- d6ubt hf 
declaring that he did not fpeak froHShtM*^ 
lay, but ftocai fa^ to wdiich' he hwd^hden 
himfelf a wltnefs. He fpokb as if be hxd 
lien every thing with hia^ own €yAfc 

From the naafiacres of Parife, he paffed^t* 
dbat of the Odeans prifoners at VerfatlkBw 
He did not mention this as an eye^witneft^- 
but only a^ having^ h^i^rd ail the dircutn** 
fibancds from 2^ lA^ttiXt friend, cm ^i^hdAl. 
veracity hcf could depob4. , - . - 

Hating ^s^haufted tbax; fubjedr, he g^i 
us a very circumftailrial acdoom of »»y 
deaths and c^ the i regret it had oc<:a« 
ftoofid to: many pbrfixu; df. worthy .par-* 
ticiilirly to hl^^lei£» :to has family, md to 
all his friends. ' He , thai pmtkonncsd 
my eulogium with fuch enthufiafm, that 
M4 I could 
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I could not help fmiling* Mj panegytiijt 
ebferviiig this, inras lathar offended. 

^VHow, fir!'* faid he, drUy, ** You 
laugh. Do you think I liave (aid too 
much?" 

" Yea, fir/' anfwered I, *^ I own I da 
think that you have gone rather too fan I 
know M. Bertrand probably better thaa 
you do/- 

^' You may perhaps know his figure bcK 
ter than I do,'* faid he, *^ as I never faw 
him : but with regard to his condu£l, I: 
defy you to know more of that, for nof 
body has been more fittentive to it than I 
liave been,*' 

- ^* I. know fomething of his condudl alfo,'* 
replied h ■• It was.fuch as. every honeft 
man would have observed in hjs fitjuation. 
Hcdid np more thaii hijs duty; and I fee 
no great merit in that/' J . 

^^ What do you cail no great merit ? 'Sir, 
I am fponvinced, that if all had cond'uS^d 
themfdves like'' him, there would haye been 
no revolution in France/' 

^' Nq 
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«; No' revolution i Wlxy the; wTOlutkia 
had taken place before he Wa? appelated 
to the ^donAiiiftfation,'''. 

♦« Well," replied he, ♦* M. Bertraaiik 
■would have moderated it ; he Twrould have 
^evented the -eataftrophe 'of the loth 
of Auguft : but he had to combat vnUb: 
the affemWy and with the- JacoUins.-^ 
What could lie dp more than what he' 

did?" 

*< Perhaps,** added t, ':** it would have 
teen better that he had not done fo much.**' 

** That is very eafy to fay : but I will 
venture to ftake my life that you will nor 
find one iii a liundred of your opinion, ex- 
cept amongft the Jacobins." 

♦* Perhaps you think," faid I, ** that I 
belong to that fociety ?" 

** To tell you the truth," anfwered he, 
*♦ I rather fufpedl it.»^ I ' ■ -. ■■ 

** Well," refumed r, "fou Will be con- 
lAneed to the contrary, wheh 1 affure you, 
that- M. Bertrand has not a better friend 
upon earth than myfelf j that I have no in- 
tcreft in blaming him ; and that no perfon 

15 fympa. 
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^ fympathi&d more, fincerely. than: L4id. in 
ki$ wiefortuaw." . . 

" If that be the cafe, firj yotj reejUy afto- 
4Mh®ft.*' 

. ^^ Becmfe^ for fo a^dionate a. frien^i 
you feem to have be^a very foon comn 
£:>rt.ed lor his death, if it ever gave you aiiy 
iln^aiGneis, {ince you laugh when it is ra^n* 
tioned/'- 

"Oh! thatis perhaps owing to my not 
being perfeftly convinced of his death.** 
: " What do you mean, fir ? Were you 
not at Paris?" 

"I only \ejft it on the 12th of this 
month.** 

*^* And di^ yog not r^aj^,, in al| the jour- 
nals, that M. Bertrandw»s maffacredat Ver- 
failles with theOrleafia prifpners ?*' 

" Yes, fir ; and I alfp «beard his death' 
proclaiiaaed in the ftrtfets, jand I have a 
printed felatfou of it ia. my pocket : but I 
doubt the faja,;notwithlk»ding ali this.'* 

** And I, fir, who. am not more credulous 
t|ian my neighbours, am, uxdiappily, but 

too 
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too W(E|H ai&red of the truth of it j becaufc, 
over and above the teftimony of the joUr. 
Hals, one of my friends was at V^rfaiUes at 
the time, and faw him maflacred. Ye;^^ fir— ^ 
yes, fir, you. may laugh as you pleafe, but 
my friend, who is a man of veracity, waa" 
an eye-witnefs, and told me of it." 

** Don't l)e offended,*' anfwered I,- laugh- 
ing : " but mofl certainly, if your friend 
imagined that he faw M. Bertrand, there 
xtiufi be fome fault in his vifion j he cannot 
view obje<9:s juflly.'' 

^^ This is rather too much. I have no- 
thing tp anfwer to fuch jokes," faid he, 
turning from me angrily. 

** I protefl, fir, that I am not in jefl i^ and 
I only wifh to make yoti eafy refpeding 
the fate of M. Bertrand, as you feem inte- 
refled in him j and you may rely. on what 
i fay, that . he is alive, and in good 
health." 

** Can you fuppofe, fir, that your opinion 
or aflertion alone is fufiicient to make me 
eafy? I fhould be. very happy indeed ta 
have good grounds for .believing that 
M. Bertrand is not dead# I am not rich, 

but 
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but I would at this moment gire five Iiufli 
dred louis to be aflured of it." ' 

•* You certainly have acc|uired the' right 
of being affured of his fafety at a cheaper 
rate ; and after thanking you, in M. Ber- 
trahd's name, for your praifes, for your re- 
gret, and even for your anger, . I. miift in-^ 
form you that he is not dead, but in very 
good health j that he is at this moment 
^oing to England in tlie iame packet-boat 
with you ; and, in fliort, that it is M. Ber- 
trand himfelf who has the honour of Ipeqk- 
ingtpyou," . . < 

' '•'How, fir!— M. Bertrandfafe!' Is it 
with him I have been coaverfing ?-y4^ I 
fir, I afk a thoufand pardons.-— How happy 
I am to fee you ! But how have yoij^ efcape4 
iirom thefe mpnfters ?'V .,, , .^ 

. The good pian was fo tranfpojted with 
joy, that he cried and laughed in tha 
fame breath. When he had recovered his 
emotion, I told him Hiy adventures, which 
he liftened to with the ^reateft attention, 
!l^rom that moment he. attached himfelf to 
me,, and offered me his fervices in Eri§\ 
land, where h? had pafled the greatefl part 

of 
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of his lifck I did ndthefitate in accepting 
his ofier, and he feemed as much pleafed 
and obliged as if I had rendered hinr an cf- 
fential fervice *• 

During out converfation there arofe a 
freih gale of wind, and we arrived at Dover 
about nine o'clock at night. I fet off for 

* To this gentleman I am indebted for my abquamtance 
with a brave and worthy ^tifh general, (Robert Md- 
vittej) in whom I have found* not only the hofpitable 
virtues which have entitled his country to the gratitude of 
all the French emigrants, but alfb the moft warm and ten* 
dcr intereft in the fete of our unfortunate monarch. Thi» 
gentleman was, indeed, fcarcely lefs fhocked at the news 
of the defperately atrocious murder of Louis XVI, than 
if he had been a natural-born Frenchman, the moft grate- 
i fully and zeaioufly devoted to his majefty. I fcarcely ever 
fee him without his fpeaking to me in the moft fympathetiQ 
terms of that cataftrophe, and of the virtues of tliat good 
king. *< Believe me, fir," faid he to me, one day, 
** that when your countrymen fhall be totally delivered 
from the tyranny of Robefpierre, (for the fpirit of that 
zjionfter fVll attends them,) you will fee, that the fame per- 
fons who, by fear and we'aknefs, have called Louis XVI. 
JL/mis the TyranU and fufiered him to be murdered, will 
juftly ftyle him Lewis the o*uergoody and make the day of his 
death a day of general mourning ; an anniverfary, which 
would equally evince the fentiments of true liberty, . and of a 
dignified forrow worthy of a great nation." 

London 
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liOhdon next dij ; and the neWs of my Af« 
rival made the more imprcffion> as. the re- 
port of my having been mafiaered had b^ett 
generally believed^ I waft informed by 
feme emigrants^ who had been that day at 
the king's levee, that his majefty had the 
goodnefs to exprefs much fatisfa^iotii; on 
hearing that I was in London ; beftowing, 
at the fame time, very flattering encomiumt 
on n[iy conduct during my admituftratioik 
Many perfons expfefled an obliging curf'- 
ofity o£ witneffing my reception at courts 
and begged that I would let them ktioW 
what day I was to be prefented to the king { 
but L deferred it until I ihould receive my 
clothes and linen, which were to be fent 
me from Paris asi foon as my embarkation 
was known. In the mean time I waited' 
upon Lord Grenville, one of the principal 
iecretaries of ftate, to beg that he would 
make my grateful acknowledgments to his 
majefty and to the minifters, for the fetif- 
fedion they had expfefled at myfafety. 
Some days afterwards a particular circum- 

ftance 
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fiance made me entirely give up the 
thoughts of appearing at court* 

The day on which parliament met, I 
was, with Icveral other perfons, at the win- 
dow <^ a htoufe in one of the principal 
ftreets through which* the king paffed, in 
royal pomp, to the houfe of peers. Scarce 
had the king's coach appeared, when the 
cry of Huzza! Huzza! was repeated 9 
thoufaiid times by the populace* On wk-^ 
neffing this univerfal joy, my mind was 
pdimfuUy recalled to the misfcMtunes of m3fr 
king, and the crimes of which my countrjf 
was the theatre. The ftriking contraft be- 
twixt the fituation of George the Third, 
blefied by his people, and that of Louis the 
Sixteenth, imprifoned by his fubjeds, filled 
my heart with forrow ; and I hurried from 
the place, to hide the tears which ran down 
my cheeks in abundance. From that mo^ 
men! I renounced the idea of being pre- 
fented to their majefties, as the fight of a 
latig^ queen, and royal family, in the full 
enjoyment of that refped and happine& 
which are due to their high rank and cha- 
-i/ 9 rafter, 
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la&er, would have brought a punful coil-* 
traft to my. memoiy, which I fhcruld not 
have fupported with any degree of com-*» 
pofure. 

Three days after my arrival in Londodi^ 
I received a letter from a friend at Bou- 
logne, in which he congratulated me ott 
having efcaped two commiflaries d^ la com* 
inune of Paris, who came to Boulogne on 
purpofe to arreft me. They arrived at the 
inn half an hour after my departure, and 
demanded that M» de Vandeberg might be 
delivered up to them*' 

I do not imagine that the commune of 
Parislcnew thatM.de Vandeberg and the ex-» 
minifter Bertrand was the fame perfon : but 
I prefume that the fpies which were in that 
inn had written an account of a man called 
Vandeberg, who kept himfelf Ihut up in 
his chamber ; at the fame time defcribing 
my perfon. However this may be, it i^ 
certain, that if I had not been embarked, I 
ihould have been arretted, carrifed t0 Parid^ 
^nd delivered up to the Jacobins.^ 

Aftet 
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After having thm fecure4 my life againft 
tlie daggers which threatened mc, the 
king's fituation, and the means of fecuring 
my fortune for my children, became the 
principal objefts of my thoughts. The vio^ 
ieace of the new affembly had fu^ciendiy 
appeared. I was convinced that the king^s 
trial wasrefolved on, and would take place 
as foon as the promoters of fo daring a 
meafure fhould think the public mind was 
able to endure it. In this Atuation of things, 
as I could not fwm an idea <rf what crime 
they could lay to his majefly's charge, I 
thought 4!hat the beft meafure I could adopt 
was to endeavour to keep the public in fuf- 
pence refpeding the juftice -of any poilible 
accufation ; and I expeiSied to fucceed by 
announcing to the convention that i had 
certain impbrtam difcoveries to make, the 
proofs of which I w^uld tranfmit to them 
Coon. 

This was the Objeft I had in vifew when 
•I wrote the follpwing letter, apparently oa 
the fubjcft of my- awn etnigf^tioti : 

VOL* iiu . N !to 
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To the Prejident of the National Con'Uentton^ 

'^^ London^ Nov^ 6i 1792^' 

" Mr. Prcfident j 

** Although the right of rcfifting oppref* 
fion neceflarily implies that of efcaping 
from it, when every means of refiftance 
are annihilated ; as it is no lefs repugnant 
to my character, than to my priQciples, to 
fly from my enemies, and defert my coun- 
try, I am eager to lignify, under my own 
hand, to the national convention, my tem- 
porary abfence from the kingdom, and the 
urgent circumflances which have rendered 
it indifpenfabie. They are detailed in the , 
a£ls, the fubftance of which follows : 

** On the nth of Odtober, in the yeat 
1792, 1 Antoine-Fran9ois Bertrand de Mo- 
leville, late minifter of ftate for the marine 
department, having experienced on the 
part of all the public officers to whom I 
addrefled myfelf, the moft formal refufal to 
xetain or to expedite any a£t of mine, 
from the fear of expoling themfelves t<> 
danger on my account, I have written Jthe 
following declaration in my own hand, 

until 
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until clrcumftances (hall permit me to fend 
it in a more authentic form. 1 

" Being myfelf the objedi o^ a perfecu- 
tion as unjuft as barbarous, marked out as 
a perfon fufpedied of tbe greateft crimes, 
although I have not the (lighteft offence to 
reproach myfelf with, and there is not the 
fliadow of a proof to bring againft me, t 
have been reduced to the neceflity of con- 
cealing myfelf for more than two months. 
1 had undoubtedly a right to hope, that 
after fo long a period, the rage of my ene- 
mies might have been foftened ; btit the 
fortunate accident which preferved me 
from them, has only ferved to irritate 
them the more. Not fatisfied with at- 
tempts aimed at my perfon, and exercifed 
againft my prbperty, tht committee de 
Surveiltance de la Commune did not hefitate 
to order my two brbtherS to be arrefted, 
without the'exiftence of any'accufation, 
and to be thrown into the prifons of the ^ 
Ahhqye and de la Force^ a few days before 
the mafTacre of the prifoners ; and, upon 
the reprefentation whidh the youngeft of 
K 2 the 
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the tW6 Endeavoured to make agamft the 
illegality of a groundlefs i^{>rifontii<efht, 
the contmiflary who examined him, made 
this Shocking anfwer : " People of your 
rank have fo long employed the lettres dc 
cachet of defpotifm, it is how tiine to make 
you feel the lettres de cachet of the 
people/' The people themfelves, how- 
ever, had the juftice, even on the horribre 
ad of September, to fpare my brothers, 
and openly to proclaim their innocence. 
My enemies thus difappdihted, attacked 
me In another quarter, and have completed 
iny misfortunes, leaving very lately burnt 
to the ground the chateau^ which was the 
principal refidence of my family ; and all 
the title deeds, furniture, and efFeds it 
contained, were devoured by the 'flames. 
My .unfortunate father, already brofcen.by 
the infirmities of age, funk under thefe 
accumulated calamities^ and expired a few 
.days after. 

" OpjprelTed by the weight of this laft 

misfortune, and unable to fupport the idea 

of having been even the innocent caufe of 

9 f<> 
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fo grcgtt 9 pecuniary lofs to my brothers, I 
<Hd not hefitate one moment to take the. 
only meafvire \yhich could indemnify them* 
Ifj cox^fequence \vhereof, I have already 
declared to them, and I again declare, 
that I renounce the fucceffion to my father 
in whatever it does or may confift; and 
that I give my full confent, that it fpay bq 
diyided according to law, as if I jao longer 
cxifted; and as my prefent fituation de- 
prives mp of all the means of giving to this 
declaration the neceflary authenticity to 
^nfure its validity, and as the fuccef)ion to 
my father is ftill open, and can no longer 
remain in fufpence, I do hereby promife 
:^d oblige myfelf to find out, as foo|i ap 
pto^Jble, in fome foreign, but not hpftiljp 
country, a public pfiicer, who will receive 
In truft .tihijs prefent deed, which I cpnchw^p 
ivith the following folemn declaration: 
That fo far fro» wiijiing to abandon my 
country, wh,ere I have left every thing 
dear to me as a pledge for 'my return, I 
i^all be very earneft to go back as foon as 
the impunity of die greateft crimes f^^ 
N 3 ceafe 
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ceafe to be regarded as one of the prero- 
gatives of liberty, 

** Done at Paris, the day and year afore- 
faid J and a copy of thefe prefents, written 
and figncd by my own hand, as the original, 
wis delivered by me on the fame day to my 
two brothers, until fuch time as I (hould be 
enabled to fend them a more formal deed, 
(Signed) ** J)e Bertrand/' 



(C 



Anxious to fulfil fo facred an engage-* 
ment, and having, befides, been for a long . 
time deflrous of becoming acquainted with 
fo celebrated a nation, I took my departure 
for England. The firft ftep after my ar- 
rival, was to renew, in an authentic form, 
dra:wn up by<he notary of the Leg^tibn of 
. France, my renunciation of all claim to my 
father's fucceffion, and to fend it to my 
brothers. 

♦^ Such are the only motives for my de- 
parture. It is indeed pcrfedly evident, 
that had the beft founded apprehenfions 
for my perfonal fafety been fufficient to 
induce me to quit France, I fhould pot have ' 

delayed 
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delayed it fo long ; for I always had the 
beft information concerning the meafures 
which were' taken; to difcover the place of 
my concealment, and to fecure me in fome 
of the prifons previous to the maflacres of 
September, either at La Force^ the Abbaye^ 
or at Orleans, before that ever to be exe- 
crated epoch, the ^d of September. 
What then can be the motive of fuch a 
continued rancour againft me ? This is 
difficult to explain, when it is conAdered 
that the continual perfecutions experienced 
by me, during my miniftry, produced only 
one memorial ; and that folely founded on 
three affertiops, which appeared to be falfe 
by the report itfelf, as I have proved in my 
ftatement to the affembly. It ought to be 
remembered, that the only objedt of the 
aifembly's memorial to the king, was to 
prove, that I did not deferve the confidence 
of the nation, although thid propofition 
had been formally reje£led the preceding 
evening by a decree pafTed after the appel 
mmlnal. If it be poflible that any doubts 
^n ftiU remain concerning my innoceqce, 
N4 they 
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they will be ehtitely rcmoTcd by the ireff 
decree of ateufation, which #a8 pafibd on 
the i6th of Auguft laft^^agaifift thefd p»^ 
Tons who were iii the miniftry on the nth 
of the preceding NoTfember^ atid confe^ 
quently againft me. lliat decree b foUAdk 
^ed fbldy upon fome escprefliond^ as vague 
as miignificatit, writteft in im unknown 
hand^ on a pLece of paper, which they pre- 
tended to have found in the king's apart« 
talent on the loth of Auguft. A man 
knuft be pure indeed, and perfedly free 
from any real error, to hare the- honour of 
being accufed of an imaginary fault, upon a 
writing which, from every report, is evi- 
dently unworthy of credit. 

" It inuft be acknowledged, however, that 
^t a moment when the laws were withmtt 
forc^, juftice withom minifters, and inno* 
cence without fupport ; when the people^, 
thinking they obferved ccmfpirartors and 
traitors on every iide, and breathed no* 
thing but vengeance j a decree of accufation 
againft minifters might be confidered as 
expedient for appeaflng tlie :gendral feiv 

ment* 



- 1 
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laent I allgw alfo, that the fame circum^ 
ftances equally oppofed the fuccefs of the 
petitions addreffed by me to the legrflativc 
body s^ainft this decree, four days after it 
pafled ; but^ at this day, when the re^ 
eftabiiihment of the empire of juftice, a^id 
of the laws, is fo ardently defured by every 
citizen; when the people are fenfible of 
the cxcefles into ^yhich they have been hur- 
ried, is it poffible that fuch a decree of ac- 
cufation can be maintsdned ? It would be 
confecrating a moft fhocking injuftice; 
faafides, the dignity of the French natiott 
does not permit its reprefentatives to ifliie 
a decree of accufation upon fufpicions en- 
tirely vague, and without a fliadow of 
proof. ITie moft alarming abufe which 
the members of the national affembly could 
make of their noii-refponfibility, would be 
to trifle with the lives, the liberty, and the 
honour of their fellow-citizens, in fuch n 
manner. What remorfe muft not thoie 
members feel who have rafhly promoted, 
or feebly oppofed decrees, by which fo 
matay perfoas^ the :gen6rality quite inno- 
cent. 
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cent, were thrown into prifon ; in confe-i. 
quence of which, they were afterwards put 
to the moft horrid death ? 

*^ Firmly convinced, that the national 
convention will not choofe to expofe itfelf to 
fimilar regrets, I have the honour of ad-^ 
dreffing to you my remonftrances againft 
the decree of the i6th of Auguftj and I 
befeech you, fir, to lay it before the affem* 
bly. I would willingly hope that they will 
attend to it, and that my enemies will not 
have it in their power to prevent the juf- 
tice of the aflembly, by renewing thofe 
calumnies which have ferved as a motive 
for all the troubles they have forced me 
to endure, particularly the inquifitions, 
as violent as fruitlefs^ made not only at my 
own houfe, but alfo at thofe of my rela- 
tions and neighbours, under the pretence 
of difcovering proofs of my fiippofed cri- 
minal correfpondence with the court, and 
of my being an accomplice in the con- 
fpiracies, true or falfe, with which they ac- 
cufc the royal family. I give you, fir, 
previous notice, that I (hall addref3, with- 
out 
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feut delay, to the aflembly an authentic 
declaration Of all the important and un- 
known tranfadions which came under 
my obfervation during and (ince my ad- 
miniftration, which have any relation to 
the prefent circumftances. I will point 
out the evidences and proofs of all thofc 
which the aflembly fliall be inclined to 
examine. I will unfold all I know; and 
what I fhall fay, may lead to many intercft- 
ing difcoveries. 

(Signed) *^ De Bertrand." 



Memorial addrejfed to the National Conven-^ 
fion a^atnjl the decree of accufation pajfed 
the 1 6th of Auguji 1792, againfi the old 
fninifters. 

♦' The powers of accufing without any 
proof, and of punifliing without legal judg- 
ment, are the attributes of the moft {hock<» 
ing defpotifmu None of thefe powers 
fan exift under a free government, in which 
8 the 
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the reprefentatives of the nation arc In the 
happy incapacity of violating the rights of 
inen» 

** The law otfght to be the fame to crcry 
perfon, whether it pijnifhes or protefts 
(Declaration of Rights, Art. €.); and 
(iroilar faults fhould be puniftied with limi- 
lar chaftifenients, without any perfoqal 
diflindion. (Tit. i. Art. 3.) 

** The memorial I now prefent to the 
conventiony is fo deeply founded upon the 
dTential bafes of natural rights, that it is 
impoffible to rejed it without totally an- 
nihilating them. 

** On the 1 6th of laft Auguft, upon the 
iimple reading of a note pretended to have* 
been found in the king's apartment, ^nd 
dated the irth. of the preceding November, 
there was paffed without examination, or 
previous difcuffion of the form of that 
writing, or its cotxtents,^a decree of accufa*- 
tion ag^inft all the perfons who compofecf 
the then miniflrir, and confequently againft 
me* 

"The 
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*« ITie note Is ifadtkd, * A Plan of the 
Gbmihittee of Minifters, concerted with 
PilM. Alexandre Lameth and Bamave/ 

** I muft declare and affirm, without dan- 
ger of contradiftion, I ft. That I was never 
acquainted either with MM. Lameth, 
nor Barnavfe : 1 only faw the latter once at 
my hbufe, in the beginning of my admini*' 
ftration, on the bufmefs of the colonies, of 
^hich he had been.the reporter. I hav« 
not feen Mm fmce, and am ignorant what 
has become of him. 

*^ 2dly, I have not the fllghteft know^ 
tedge of the note in queftion, n0r of its 
contents; and I affirm^ that during m^r 
miniftry, nothing of what is mentioned ia 
that note, was ever fpoken of at th^ conn'^- 
cil^ 6r at any of the minifterial commkui^ 
Where I affifted. 

" This affirmation could, undoubt^diy^ 
be of no efTeft againft proof; but, ^nUhe 
prefent cafe, I have not the mdft trifllilg 
evidence to combat. In reality, before ^is 
writing can be confidered as evidence,- ft: 

muft' 
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muft appear to have been written either in 
the king's own hand, or in that of one of 
his minifters; for, if the merely being 
named or marked out in any writing 
found in the apartment of the king, were 
fufiicient to prove a man criminal, where 
is there an honeft citizen who would be 
fecure ? It cannot be forgotten, that on the 
morning of the loth of Auguft, the king's 
apartments were open to all who chofe to 
enter ; that it was as eafy for them, pri* 
vately to drop papers there, as it was to 
carry them away* 

, " But even although the note in queftioii 
hsid been written by the king himfelf, or 
one of his minifters ; and that this fa£t 
(concerning which the commiffiouers ap- 
pointed to open the feals were iilent) was 
completely eftablifhed, it would ftill remain 
for examination, whether the projeft con- 
certed by the minifters with MM. Bar- 
nave and Lameth, was really contrary to 
the interefts of the ftate ; for a projed 
advantageous to the nation, furely cannot 

appear 
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appear a crime in the eyes of its repre- 
fentatives, whoever the perfons were who 
planned it. 

" " The firft article of this note, and the 
one which has undoubtedly made the 
mod forcible impreflion, contains only two 
words. 

** I. T^o refufe tbefanSIion. 

** Upon this vague expreflion, I fliall 
content myfelf with obferving, that the 
fanSion being a right ejfentially inherent in 
royalty, and with which the monarch w4$ 
perfonally inverted by the conftitution, riot 
as the head of the executive power, but in 
the capacity 6f the reprefentative of the 
nation, I never faw the exercife of this 
right fubmitted to the deliberations of the 
council. Upon decrees concerning the 
detail of office, the king heard only the ob- 
fervations which the minifter of the parti- 
cular department made to him ; on other 
matters, he decided according to his in* 
formation, and his confcience. 

** Thefe fadts and principles, the ac- 
curacy of which capnot be queftioned, 

fliew 
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fliew how contrary it would be to juftice 
and the conftitution, to pronounce a de* 
cree of accutetion agsunft minifl;er» for an 
aCt with which thejr had no concern^ and 
which was not within the line of their 
refponfibHity, whetlier they were confulted^ 
concerning the fanftion or not* 

^' The four next articles relate to in- 
tended meafures; fome of which never 
look place. 

^ Hie remainder of this note affigns to 
t|ie miniflers of juftice, of foreign afl^ra^ 
of war, and of the interior j parts to per* 
Ibnttt which none of them ever a^dt 
and no mention was made in it^f the mi^ 
ni«er,offinapceora«rine: 

** Thus, even although the paper (hould 
l>e received as authentic, it would be im- 
poffible to difcover the mofttrifiing evi<» 
deuce againft the two laft. 

** Behold then to what a writing is to^ 
duced, the mere reading of which pw>« 
duced a decree of accufation par aalama^ 
'Hon againft all the minifters in office ill 
the inonth of laft November? It is, imy 

doubtcdly> 



PRIVATE MEMOIRS." i^j- 

doubtedly not aftbnifhing; that in moments^ 
of confufion and general irritation, th^prp^ 
claiming a plot, concerted betwix:t minifters 
and perfons at that time fufpeSied, {hould 
impel the majority of the aflembly to the 
moft unfavourable fide : but although fuch 
an impulfe may be juftified by cirbumr- 
ftances, it will be oppreflive in its effeds^ ]£ 
the juftice of the aflembly do not Hop 
them. 

. " Fortunately, indeed, the a6t of accufa-* 
tion has not yet been drawn up, and con-* 
fequently there is ftill time to fubmit to 
a cool and deliberate . examination this 
anonymous paper, deftined to ferve as the* 
bafis o^ an accufation, the moft important 
which can be brought before the repre- 
fcntatives of the nation, fmce its necef- 
fary effedt is at once to ftain the charafterg 
of fix minifters with the . fufpicion of 
treafon, thereby drawing on them the fury 
of popular vengfeance. 

** In comparing the note in queftion 
with the events which happened about the 

yo^. HI. o ^ time 
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tf line 6f Jts date, It is obvious it cduM not 
refer t6 any thing but to the meflage of the 
lith of November, the objeCt of which 
Was, in cffe^, to anhoun« the reftifal of the 
£m(!^ion to a decree concerning the emi- 
graiits, the proclamation publifhed againft 
fhcin thfe fame day, and the rcquifitions ad- 
drcflfed to the different foreign powers to 
f)revent the aflembling of Frenchmen in 
their dominions ; confequently this note, 
founded on idte oonjeftures and conver- 
fations which preceded the above mea- 
fures, can only be confidered as one of 
thofe vmttcn* hand-bills, fo frequent at 
that time, to ferve the purpofes of private 
malice^ 

** After having thus demonftrated, that a 
writing, from every confideration fo un- 
worthy the attention of thelegiflative body, 
ought ftill lefs to ferve as a bafis for a capi- 
tal accufatlon, I will venture to claim in 
my favour, the benefit of thofe forms, 
wifely eftabliflied arid conftantly obferved, 
until how, in matters of impeachment. It is 

without 



PRIVATE MEMOIRS. 195 

without example, btefore the 1 6th of Augufti ' 
that a decree of accufation fhould be pafled, 
even aga(inft afingle minifter, without hav-- 
ing the writings and fads, allied againft 
the accufed, examined and verified by a 
committee, to which the perfon accufed 
might apply. Even lately, an accufation, 
pro|>abIy ill-founded, but of a very ferious * 
natiire, was brought againft M. Servan. . 
The legiilative body did not hefltate to refer 
the examination of it to one of their com* 
mittees ; and until the report which was 
to be made had completely exculpated him^ 
the affembly was fo fcrupulous of admitting 
any opinion unfavourable to M. Servan, 
that they recalled him to the miniftry in 
that interval. 

" Supported by this example, and by the 
declaration of the rights of men, which the 
new order of things has not annihilated, 
and the 6th artiple of which fays, * That 
the law ought to be the fame for all, 
whether in giving protedion or infliding 
puuifhment}' I requeft that the decree of 

02 the 
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t)ie 1 6th of lad Auguft be recalled, and con^ 
fequently that the note of the i ith of No^ 
vcjnber 1792, faid to be found in the king's, 
apartment, be referred to a committee of. 
the national convention, and, on their re-^- 
port, th^t a d^cifion fhould be made accord*- 
ipg to law i and after fuch examination, if 
the decree of accufation againft me ihould 
be confirmed, being as void of fear as of 
guilt, I will offer myfelf to trial as foon as 
the empire of law and juflice (hall be re^ 
cftabliflied in France *. 

(Signed) De Bertrand.*^ 

I certainly had no reafon to expe<9: to be 
cpnfidered as an emigrant, after having fo 
folemnly declared the motives which forced 
me., not tp abandon, but to widi'draw my-, 
felf, for a time, from my country ; and 
after declaring that I wpuld even fubmit to 
the decree of accufation f, if, upon the re- 

* P^iJe Appendix, No. I. 

■)t Thie date of this decree being the i6th of Auguft 
} 732, that alpnc was a clear proof of its irregularity. 
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|iort of the committee to whofe confideration 
it was to be fubmitted, that decree fhould be 
confirmed. Even the atrocious code of 
Robeijpierre himfelf did not com{)rehend in 
the clafs of emigrants thpfe who hid no 
other means than flight to avoid the poniard^ 
of the aflafiin ; and I m^y venture to aflert, 
that there is no perfon in France who is not 
convinced that I ihould have long fince loft 
my life, if I had remained^ 

A few days after my departure^ which 
theaflfembly knew nothing of until they 
received my letter, all the efifeds, m<>ve-^ 
able or immoveable, which belonged to me, 
or rather to my fon,' as fubftituted by my 
contra£t of marriage, were feized ; and 
notwithflanding the right to thofe effects, 
which the fevereft laws againft emigration 
left in my mother, brothers, fifter, wife, and 
children, all of whom remained in France, 
yet air this property was fold while my fa- 
mily were fhut up in different prifons, du- 
ring -the dreadful tyranny of Robefpierrc. 
^ut w^at feems pjore extraordinary, all 
; 03 ^ the 
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the remonft^ces they hare^ made, and 
means tbey have fince ufed, for their rC'* 
coTery, have been ineffediaal. Is, then, 
the fiogular good fortune of having e^ 
caped to a! land of firtedom, from the 
ifury of the Jacobins, looked upon, in 
France, as a prime of fo deep a die, that 
my£simily muft fufier for it? Let tl^ofe 
villains continiie to throw upon me the 
epithets traitor, infamous perfon, liar, &c. 
Sec.; I confider myfelf as honoured by 
their reproaches. I have ever been am« 
bilious of their hatred. Thank God, I 
have well deferved it. I acknowledge that 
I negleded no opportunity of e?pofing 
their wickednefs. I did all I could (un« 
happily my efforts were vain) to iave the 
beft of kings, and to fpare France the 
lafting odium of his murder. Such are 
my crimes. I repeat it — I glory in themy 
and 1 am ready to fuffer on the fcaffold if 
they can prove any other againft me. 
But what are the crimes* of my brothers 
and xny childreA f Is it that they «re fu^ 
' . ' pe<3:e4 
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pefted of regretting that my efTorts have 
not been fuccefsful? I hope they regret 
this — I am fure they do j and if fuch regrets 
be a crime, I congratulate them in haying 
the worthieft people of every nation, and 
particularly thofe of France, as accpm* 
plices. 



04 
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CHAP. XXXVIII. 

Preparations for the trial of the ■iit.g.^^Va-' 
lassi and Mailbe^s reports. — Declaration of 

M. de Sepeuily treafurer of the civil lift. 

Declaration of M, de Graves^ late mini- 
Jler, — M. de Narbonne. — My fecond let- 
ter to the national convention. 

THE fame day in which I addrefled the 
letters and papers, mentioned in the 
foregoing chapter, to the prefident of the 
affembly, the deliberations on the king's 
procefs-wer^ opened, and the opinions, or 
rather vociferations, of the moft atrocious 
villdns of the kingdom, plainly fhewed 
what would be the iflue. The four fol- 
lowing queftipns were fubmitted to- the dif- 
cuffion of the affembly: 

I ft. Are there grounds of accufation 
agginft Lewis the Sixteenth? 

2d, Can he be tried ? 

► 3d, By whom ought he to be tried ? 

1 
I 4tJi, What 
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4th, What forms ought to be adopted 
on the trial? 

The only difficulty the alTembly could 
have was on the firft of thefe queftions ; 
.l)ecaufe it could not be decided but upon 
very plain and important fads, of which 
the people, whofe approbation it was ne- 
ceflary to fecure, were capable of judging* 
Whereas it was eafy to render the difcu{^ 
fion of thfe th^ee other queftions unintelli- 
gible, by overcharging them, as they did, 
with abftra<a metaphyfical diflertations on 
the right of nations, on the fovereignty of 
the people, and on the conftitution and the 
criminal code. 

The report made the 6th of November, 
by Dufriche Valaze, ran chiefly on the firft 
queftion, namely, whether there were 
grounds of accufation againft Lewis? This 
confifted entirely of declamations, inde- 
cently violent, founded upon vague re- 
ports, totally infignifioant or unintelligible, 
\ipon aftekions evidently falfe, and on a6H 
for which the minifters alone were refpon- 
fible. The only articles of accufation for 

which 
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which they were not refponfible, atnd 
which the' reporter afferted would be fup- 
ported by authentic papers, were the fol-* 
Jowing : 

In the firft place^the king's partiqipation 
in the pretended plot of the nuunquis de 
Bouille agalaft the nation. 

Secondly^ Tranfmitting their appoint^ 
xnentB to the gardes du corpSy who were at 
Coblentz. 

Thirdly, Favouring the emigrations, and 
granting pecuniary fuccours to the emi- 
grants* 

'l^ourtbly, The monopolizing of corn> 
iugar, and coffee, for his own profit. 

Fifthly, A defign to overturn the confti- 
tution, to which he had fwom to be 
faithful. 

Sixthly, The eftablifhment of a new orr 
der of knighthood among the emigrants^ 
with the title oi Knights of the ^en. 

The Moniteurs, containing an extra^ of 
die repbrt made ^h the 7th, which only 
tre^ed of the queftion of the inviolability, 
aarrived in X*ond<>n on the izthof O&oher. 

I waa 
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I was no (boner informed of this than I 
fearched in my notes for every fafl: that 
might tend to diminifh the unfavourable 
imprefTion which the two reports might 
have produced. I mentioned all thefe fads 
in a fecond letter to the national aflembly* 
M. de Septeuil alfo addreffed a declara- 
tion to the aflembly, ^ made before a no- 
tary, and confirmed by his oath, taken be- 
fore the mayor of London, attefting, that 
no appointment had been paid to \\\& gardes 
du corps ^ nor to any perfon belonging to the 
king's ancient houfehold, except to fuch as/ 
(hewed him the certificate for refidence in 
France, ordered by the decree of the 
aflembly, although every one of the 
gardes du corps^ whether they had emi- 
grated or not, were included in the lift 
prefented to the aflembly by the reporter ; 
which lifts had been drawn up in this man- 
ner, becaufe they had no legal proof of the 
emigration of any individual am^ng them. 
But this lift, fo far from proving that the 
emigrated ^^zr^/^J du corps had received pay, 
proved precifely the contrary, as their 

appoint- 
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appointments were mentioned in theliftgas 
a memorandum, and the money (till re^ 
mained in the cheft of the civil lift on the 
lothof Auguft 1792, conformable to the 
king's exprcfs order fent by M. de la Porte 
to M* de Septeuil *. 

The chevalier de Graves, formerly mini* 
fter of the war department, fcnt, at the 
fame time, from London, a declaration in 
juftification of the king, refpefting certaiti 
a£ts which had taken place in his depart--, 
ment. M. de Narbonne, his predecefTor, 
with loyal generofily, offered, in a printed 
letter addreffed to.the convention, to be re- 
fyonfiblefor every accufation with which the 
king was charged ; and he invitied all the 
ancient minifters of France, at that time bx 
Xondbn, to take the fame ftep in poncett 
with him : but having Terioufly confidered 
tlje matter, it appeared to us as vifionafy 
as ufelefs ; becaufe, as minifters, we were of 
courfe refponfible to the nation for what- 
ever was done in our. own department ; 

• ndf Appendix, No. II. 

and 
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and it was not poflGble to conceive that "bur 
refponfibility would be accepted for what 
was done out of our department. AU 
though we did not think proper to adopt 
the propofal of. M. de Narbonne, we did 
not the lefs acknowledge the generofity of 
his intentions. 

I made my fecond letter to the conven-^ 
tlon ftill more public than the firft. Befides 
1500 copies printed in London, which I 
fent to France, there were other editions 
printed and diftributed in Paris the fame 
week. I omitted mentioning, In the courfc 
of thefe Memoirs, the contents of this 
letter, as I thought it would be proper to 
infert the letter itfelf, as an authentic paper 
connefted with the king's trial. 

^* London^ Nov, 16, lygU 
^^Mr. Prefident, 
- " 1 had the honour of announcing, ia 
my laft letter, that I fhould, without delay, 
^ddrefs to ypu an exa& declaration of all 
the important And unknown fads with 
\vhich I am ac(|uaiuted, and which have 

any 
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any relation to the prefcnt circumftanccfi. 
I am the more eager to fulfil this engage- 
ment, fince I learn, from the public papers^ 
that the great queflion, Whether Lewis the 
Sixteenth ought to be tried ? is at prefent 
open for difcuffion, and that the national 
convention are difpofcd to receive lights 
and proofs from every quarter on that mo- 
mentous fubjeft. I flatter myfelf it will re- 
ceive, with fatisfaftion, thofe I now have 
the honour of addrefling to you, becaufe I 
am firmly convinced that it fceks nothing 
but truth, and defires nothing but juftice. 
This conviaion alone is fuflScient to allay 
the inquietude^ of good citizens, and to 
keep up the hopes of thofe who, having 
had opportunities of nearly obferving the 
condud of Lewis the Sixteenth, and of 
knowing his virtues, cannot help taking a 
great intereft in his misfortunes. 

** The following, then, are the fads, the 
truth of which I atteft, and of which I can 
cither give or point out proofs; 



On 
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On the pretended favours and qffijlance given 
to the emigrants. 

*' It is publifhed in all the journals and 
m all the pamphlets, and has been repeated 
a thoufand times from the tribune, that the 
king always approved of and favoured emi- 
gration. This opinion, unfupported by 
proof, has become general in the kingdom, 
and is the principal motive of the regibidc 
addreffes daily received. 

" Towards the end of October 1 791, one 
of the minifters having informed the king, 
in full council, of a report, generally circu- 
lated, that the emigrants in arms againfl: 
France, and particularly the body guards, 
were in the pay of the civil lift, * This,' 
replied the king, in the firmeft tone, * i^ aii 
egregious calumny, for I have, on the con- 
t^^rr^ given the moft exprcfs orders to M. 
de la Porte, that none fhould receive pay 
but thofe who were able to fhew the cer- 
tificate required by the decree of laft July 
1 79 1 . I am certain this order is put in ex- 
ecutioa* It was propofed to me to make 
^ an 
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an exception in favour of the gardes dit, 
corpSy but I refufed.' 

" Notwithftanding this ordier, the exift- . 
cnce of which can be attefted by many de- 
puties to whom it was originally commu- 
nicated, and which muft have been found 
among the papers of M. de Septeuil^ they 
have continued to give out, that the emi- 
grated ^^r</<?j du corps were paid by the civil 
lift ; and this is affirmed as certain, in the 
loth arid nth pages of the report made to 
the aflembly at the fitting' of the 27th of 
September laft. The reporter was not 
aware that the only writings cited by him, 
in^upport of his aflertion, clearly demon- 
ftrate its falfehood. The firft is a me- 
morial found in the king's writing-deflc, 
in which M. de Poix propofed the pay- 
ing the whole corps of gardes du corps 
up to the I ft of January 1 79 2. If the king 
had approved this propofal, he would have 
affixed his affent to the memorial, and fent 
it to the intendant of the civil lift,. Thus, 
from the circumftance alone of this memo- 
rial being found in the king's writing- delk', 

%\ without; 



tvJeltout iuy mark 6f liid kp^oba»^6i>, is^ jt 
complete proof that thepayiiiefflt propifed 
by M. dd Poix had not been ordered by the 
king. As t(y thofe orders of paymetlt 
ifigried hj the king af th6' \)ptt6xA of the 
general lifts of the four cdriipailies of hii 
guards, it is fuflScient to compare tli6fe Kfifs 
with tteregifter of payinehts,' fd be con- 
vinced, that in reality tfnly fh6fe 6lf th6 
gciraes du corps ^ who proved their refideitce 
according to the form prefcribedhy the ^(ie- 
cree, were jpaid ; and that if the ordinance 
lifts contained all the names, it proceeded 
entirely frorii ati ignorance of who had, and 
who had riot emigrated. For the fame 
"reafon the minifteirs of wai and ftiarine, in 
their irefpcaive departments, regulated, in 
a ilmilar manner, the general lifts of the of- 
ficers of the different corps, without vio- 
lating the jdcdree concerning the certificates 
of refidcnce, becaufe its execution was al- 
ways guaranteed by the vigilance arid per* 
fonal refponfibility bf the treifurers, ton- 
formably to the regulations of this decree, 
ft is alfo proved, by a letter of M* de Poix, 
tOL, III, P m 
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in the i6th page of the thirteenth coUe^oa 
of papers found in the houfe of M^de la 
Porte, that the execution of thefe orders for 
payment oixht gardes du corps was fo much 
rotar-ded, that on the 28th of laft January 
there haid been nothing paid of the arrears 
(due for the firft fix months of 1 79 1 • , 

" \y^ere I now to cite the letters written 
by the king^ in the beginning of Odober 
1 79 1, tothe^oifficers of. the army, and of 
the corps of marines, to induce thofe who 
had left the kingdom to return, and to re- 
tain thofe . who intended to^ emigrate, I 
fliould undoubtedly, be told, that thefe let- 
ters, being the works of the minifters, no 
conclufion could be drawn from them: but 
I declare, that the minute written to the of- 
ficers of marine remained two days in the 
king's poffeffion, who, with his own hand, 
. made many corrections in it, fome in the 
margin, others interlined j and this minute, 
with many other important. papers, muft 
h^ye been found in a red port-folio, 
, which the commiffioners of the committee 
of Surveillance de la commune carrie<^ away 

frofn 
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from my haufc with my other papers. I 
muft prefume that this writing has been 
fupprefledy fmce there is no mention made 
of it in the report made to the afTembly the 
6t^ of" this month. It would, however, be^ 
. of the: n>ore importante to produce this 
paper, becaufe the correftions \n it being, 
the king's own, the free and pure qxpreffion, 
of his fentiments may there be found, t 
have no doiibt, therefore, but the national^ 
convention feels the neceffity of ordering 
that paper to be fearched for and produced. 
*' The king exprefsly commanded me 
to employ, in his name, every method 
of perfualion aftd authority to prevent the 
emigration of the oflSicers of marine j and 
if the execution of this order had not all 
the fuccefs I could have defired, I at leaft 
ufed every exertion in my power ;- and ^m ' 
not afraid, on this point, to call upon the 
teftimbny.of the chief clerks of my office. 
I cannot, indeed, quote many written 
proofs, but fhall mention one of fuflScient 
weight to render any other unneceffary 
from me. 

^.rr * p 2 A fu- 
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A fupefibr officer, of flie moft difflh«« 
^Iflied merit, having been foifced, by frt-^' 
q[u£ht outrages, to give up his cbmihah^,' 
camd to Paris, laft February, with thenn* 
fefition of leaving the kingdom. After 
Hiving in vaih attempted, by my stdVic^^ 
itid exhcdftafibiis, to dlflbade him ^om his 
j^tnpofe, i mentioned the afiair to theking^,^ 
ykha authbfifed me to fend him an orde^, 
dolibhed iMoft in fimilar terms with' th^ 
old leiires dt cachet. The- words follow : 

**;*Sir, 
** * Being informed that your knowledge 
and experience enable you to give inipoit- 
ant information concerning the marine le^- 
vice, my p^eafure is, that you hold your- 
felf iii ireadinefs to furnifh the minifter of 
that department with the informations he 
may require from you. On this account I 
prohibit you from leaving Paris until fur-« 
iher order, under pain of difobedience,. 

(Signed) LOUrS. 

And under, i>E Bertrand/ 

•* The 
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" The minute of this order, addrefled to 
M. dc Marigiu, ihwld.hefound in my pf- 
fice, bureau dfs^^cicrf^ amongft^^he minutes 
of the month of February. If it Jias ,l^pen 
accidentally withdrawn, M. de Marigni, 
who has not left Paris, wilLproduce the 
originaL 

" I mtift here declare, that amongft the 
oflScers whom J perfuaded to ftay at Paris, 
to infure their not leaving the kingdom, 
there were fome unable to fupport .theg[i- 
feljves, to whopi the king ^qrdered different 
fjipxs of money to be paid, ibme|imes by 
ijt^e, at other times byM.,de l?i Porte. Xl|C 
laft which was fent to me by the jking, ^for 
this purpofe, was the fum of 12,000 liyres, 
in the beginning of M^qh 1792. If the 
national convention be de^rpus ij^inutely 
to examine this matter, I can .point .out t<^ 
whom the money was ^iven. 

*^HoW:tJien is it pplTible.tp^ijecqncile^ 
asBRfpachcs :Which jije throjwfn out ^gainp: 
the J^ng, relative to the qmigygnts, with ^1. 
A^feifa^, nosCiQf jvhwh <;ap. fee;4ifpmed i 

P3 On 
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On the trtafons and con/piracies in which it 
is pretended the king bad ajbare. 

** Thefc names certainly cannot be given 
to the riieafures, always weak and infufE- 
' cient, taken for the perfonal fecurity of the 
king, and of which he never failed to pre- 
vent the efFedt, when he obferved the 
avowed aflaffins accompanied by a party 
of the people j becaufe, while furrounded 
by them, he was always confident t^at he 
had no danger to fear. We faw him, on 
the 20th of June, remove from his perfori 
thofe faithful fervants who were ready to 
fpill the laft drop of their blood in his de- 
fence, and prefent himfelf, accompanied by 
four national guards, to the armed multi- 
tude, who had come to force open the 
gates of the palace. 

"It is impoflible, at this day, to doubt, 
that a formidable confpiracy was formed 
againft the court. The deputies Louvet 
and Barbaroux arrived, and attefted this 
important faftin the tribune, in the fitting 
pf the 30th of Odlobcr, * It was at Cha- 

renton/ 
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rehton/' faid they^ * that the confplracy 
agadnft the court was^fixed to be execi^te4 
on the 29th of July, but.which did not take 
place until the loth of Auguft,' (Mpniteur 
of the ift of November, page 1298. col,3..); 
iTie king having been . informed of this, 
did undoubtedly take fome precautions to 
defend the palace from this impending at<- 
tack : but as foon as he knew, from the 
•members of the dirediory.of the depart- 
ment, that thoufands of the citizens and 
national guards had joined the confpirator$ 
who furrounded the palace, he did not he- 
litate to deliverhimfelf and family to the na- 
tional aflembly, leaving orders for the Swifs 
not to fire *. It is indeed certain, that the 

gates 

* When the king had determined to deliver himfelf ap to 
the afTembly, he ijioke to the minifters and others^ who 
were around htm, thefe memorable, though too little known 
words : ** Let us depart, gentlemen ; there is nothing for 
us to do here." This was certainly giving the cleareft and 
nioft poiitive order to ftay no longer at the palace, fincc 
nothing was to be done there. And if this order had (as It 
ought) been officially conveyed to the Swifs officers and 
guards, they would have all retired { the entry to the palace 
would have been left open ; and though perhaps It might 
» F 4 bavr 
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gates of the Court Royal were forced iviltlpiou^ 
any refiftanceon the part of die Smiifi, wbo 
did not fire until fiv? of their companions 
liad been ^maflacved at the iiottom of thp 
gr6at ftain The ^events of tibe loiih of 
Auguft can, no more- d^an ttioiie of .fhe 
i2oth of Junf y ftnrn^ the ilighteft caufe 
of accufation agaiilft the king. Itas these^ 
fore necef&ry to iookfor proofs in Jiis coni- 
•6\k6t priw to th<efe .periods. But it isiimr* 
, poflible, witbiny ihare of candour, toiJE<»)i» 
cQncluiiaD8.agaiQlt: him froml^ttors, tm^OK^- 
^aIa,)QripIaQ9, »ddJ6fled!^'htm,:aiMi v^cik 

have be<n demolilhed, yet not a mufket woilld have been 
fired} «r-adrop'of^faloodOi<d. Unfo^vsUKd^.^isondor.^^ 
i^';ceaveyed • to the Swifs. From thence it ^Ilowedi on 
the one handy that the Swifs, the national guards, and all 
thofe who had repaired to the palace to defend the king, 
jielievcji be jw^^.o^yamiip^s abQutbi8.pcrfi?Jwlia|irtr,^and 
<<aW) Bp Ja w d th»t^be :had,abafxdQiiedab^ j wbilc» on the 
^tbcr^ the jpcppjc believed that the king, at his departure, 
.jbjid^itie^ the refiftapce ,and finng^which happ^n^d. Such 
' ji&jtbe origin of the- fu^icions and damours^agaipft the j>re- 
K]aded feafpps.of the king, and the confpiracies of the 
4COUXU Tbefe details .arc corroborated by fo many ocular 
rwitnefleft that it is JoipoilibJe I, can ever call their truth in 
jf^t&ion* ,Th^ prove that. the. reproaches againft the kinp 
are: npt,))(tUr.{Qauide;d.W9n^ fide thaa.op the other. 

were 



wjete found, or i«d to he found^ either jm 
thp palace or the boufe Qf M. 4e h Porte. 
IffCreafoaable or criminal writings could in- 
volve the perfons to whom they are ?yi- 
drefled, the iives of the moft i^inoc^nt.a,^^ 
j;aoft virtuous of mankind would always he 
Jnthe power.of the nwil wicked. 

*' Wkh regard to the numerous writings,, 
ijie impreffions of which were paid out of 
.thecivillift,and which are quoted asfomanj 
prpqfs qf tr^fon, it is fufiicient to renxjark;^ 
jh^t before the aboJittOJ;! of royalty, ,the 
^Pte-republican writings yrere fo much the 
lcfexepr?Jienfible,that atthe^memprable fit- 
tiqg of the 7th of July laft, the aflembly de- 
Opsed unainipioufly,and byacclam^tiion, that 
^thcjfe whoihpuld propofe a republican. go- 
,vemmcpt, or the eftablifhmcnt of two 
^cb^imbei^, .fliould be devoted to public exe«- 
.cratiop. The violent writers on both fi4«s 
vrcre indeed, equally diftant frojn the fpirit 
^djpripiqiplesof the conftitutionj ^nd^tjieir 
incendiary produftions Supported aad.main- 
t^qed:the:2^itation > of the people* Jt .wi^ 
incumbent on the king toturn his attention 

to 
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to the ferious inconveniences which muft 
have refulted from hence. ObKged by 
. his oath to maintain the conftitution by 
every poffible means, his authority and his 
dtity prompted him to choofe as one of 
thofe means, the inftrudting of the people 
by prudent' conftitutional writings, which 
might operate as antidotes to the dan- 
gerous pamphlets daily publifhed. It 
IS, however, certain, that both my coU 
leagues and myfclf confidered it as our duty 
to give this advice to the king, and accord- 
ingly we often did give it. Thus it is very 
poffible fuch an order was given to the in- 
tendant of the civil lift. As to the method iii 
which it was executed, every body muft be 
fenfible the king could not poffibly enter into 
all the detail of the bufinefs. Belides, it is 
an eftablifhed principle, that the moft cul- 
pable execution of a lawful order can never 
involve the perfon who gives that order, 
but only he who executes it. An order to 
diftribute prudent and conftitutional writ- 
ings was certainly legal. The king had the 
Tight of giving fuch an order, and he af- 
7 furedly 
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fiiredly gave no other. But the follow* 
ing fadts perfonally concern the king, and 
from them we can judge of his true fen* 
timents. 

First Fact, 

" I ftiewed the greateft reludance to ac- 
cept the ininiftry ; and I cannot deny that 
my principal reafon for this reludlahce was 
my uncertainty of the real fentiments of the 
king relative to the conftitution. He was 
informed of this; and when I was prefented 
to him, on the 3d of Odlober, by the mini- 
ftet of the home department, he addrefTed 
me, in his prefence, in the very words 
which follow : 

" * I know yoiu: uneafmefs, and do not 
blame your defiring to know how it is ex- 
pelled that you fhould conduct yourfelE 
I now inform you, that I do not pretend to 
confider the conftitution as unexception- 
able* I am even convinced, that had not 
the affembly prohibited the. receiving my 
obfervations, . it would have adopted the 
ptincipal alterations which I would have 

propofeA 
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propofed. Q^tithat x$ now over. Iliave 
accepted thecof^ftitutlon in ksprefent form* 
The .general opinion is in its fayour ; we 
can therefore no longer think of changes^ 
'^^until experience (hall make us feel the ne- 
ceflity of them ; for force can do nothing 
^;gpv^ opintoj(i. The fuccefs of this expe* 
xience dep^Qds upon.the fidelity with wjiifi^ 
the <;onfUtution is carried into execution ^ 
s^n^ it is my inteqti^ .to e:^ecute k^^qoni-* 
pletely and as well as poffible. Such, thep^ 
is the Jine of cpQ^V^A I have ?ft2ffk|?^ <(^t 
Sormji/elfj and I require. piy minifters nqt 
tOjdep^rt from it. ^If the m€ansil[>r c^^^ 
Jng it intp execiftion may appear :infu^» 
cient, or if they experience etpbarraflTments, 
let them appeal to the affembly.* 

** TJie 'xjue^p, tp (\^hom.I was prefcnted 
the f;s^me day, fpojce to jthe fame purpofe ; 
^nd c(mclu4ed with faying, VObferye t|ie 
plack the.king ha§ adopte4 J I» think it is the 
pnly reafpnable one, and hope you mU i>Qt 
^£(ke him change it/ 

^' I :»ffirin this fa£t upop mj hoaoijr^jid 
^onfcien^, and will fuppqrt this affirma- 
tion 



tidn "wMi my 6affi, wliicfi I offer to rene# 
before 'wfiateVer perfon, and id ^hatevei* 
form, the affeittbly fhsfll t^ink proper to 
prefcribte. Upori my ret'vim honae, I imw 
fKediaVely ihade a memorandum of v^hdX 
die iirtg and queetf Aad Taid. This riiemo- 
fahdiim, datfed tTie 3df ofOaofcer, was iA the* 
fame red po'rt:-foii6 wKich the cdmihiffion- 
crs of the committee de Sarbeillanie de Id 
comfiiuni ciarried away. If the riatfona^ 
cohventldri tVm^ proper to order tTiat it 
f^utcl He feafcKed^foir, it will liot be diffi- 
cult to have it laid before tbem^ 

SECdNDFACT. 

^*^ Towards the encf of December laft, or 
^e beginning of January, an'old ofiicer, re- 
tired frdtti thfe fer^ice, came to confult me,'' 
at the olGBce of marine, upon a propofal 
•vi^hTch had bfefeft made to him, the evening 
bieforfe, to ctxtet ittto an affociation with' 
iBirie gentfemen, to efcort the king, who 
iiitended^ ad they faid, foon fo leave the 
langdoi^i. T&e fterfon who made this pro^ 
|[$0(k1 to hixn i^ttbdnced hlikifelf dt bis houfe 
14 under 
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under the title of a marechal de camp, and 
gave him twenty-four hours to reflefl: on 
the fubjeft. I advifed the perfon who 
gave me this information- to (hew a di^o- 
ixtion to join the aflbciation, provided thej 
would explain to him the whole of • tlieir 
plan, their means of executing it, and in« 
form him of the perfons who were engaged 
in it, I exprefsly enjoined him to forget no- 
thing they might tell him, and particularly 
to make himfelf acquainted with the name 
and refidence of this marechal de camp. 
He promifed to acquaint me foon with the 
refult of his fecond converfation. He ac- 
cordingly gave me, the very next day, a 
detailed ac<:ount of what paffed. I took 
an exaft memorandum of it, which J read 
the fame night at the council. The king 
was full of indignation, and ordered the mi- 
nifter of the home department immediately 
to denounce this affociation to the direi3:ory 
of the department, and to enjoin him to 
make every poffible fearch after this pre- 
tended marechal de camp, to watch hipa 
narrowly^ g^nd even-to feizehis.perfonjjiC, 

there 
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there ihotdd be occafiou. As this letter was 
itiftantly written by M. Cahier de Gerville, 
and ient diredly after the council, it is pof- 
iible that he did not keep a memorandunx 
of it : but the original may be eafily found 
among , the papers , of the directory o£ 
the department. The inquiries ordered 
by the king were carefully made. They 
difcovered the ufual refidence of this man^ 
but he had concealed himfelf in fuch a 
manner, that it was not poffible to feiE& 
Jiim. It appeared, moreover, by the ?mc- 
counts obtained at the police-oflice, con- 
cerning him, that he was a worthlefs,^ 
wrong-headed fellow; But whatever truth 
there is in this, the conduct of the king, in 
this affair, proves, at leai^; that he did not 
favour affociations formed under prt^tence 
of confulting his perfonal fafety. 

Third Fact. 

*• In January laft, M. Cahier de Gervillc^ 
reading in the council a rough draught of a 
proclamation, the king interrupted kivxzt 
the exprcflion, " tbe love of my people ^^ zx^ 

defired 
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dcfired Irim to cbrred it by infertJng Ac 
wofds, ^^^ the love of the French pebpkP * f 
cdn no longer/ added hd, ^ith emotion, anrf 
lilS eyes fwelled wkh tears, * I taii no longer 
hymy people : but they cariiiotprevfent that 
froni being the expreffion of my ieai*t* 

^ This intercfting fad can be atteft^dby 
^e ihinifters who then compofed the coun- 
cil ; arid I rtquire all thofe who have bctti 
in it, either before or (ince, to declare' 
'firhcther they did not obferve, in many in- 
ftahces, that one of the moft prevailing fiha^ 
thnents with the king was that of a moll 
tender and afFedionate attachrtierit to thcf 
ftench people. It is not yet forgotten, 
that bit the day of his arrival frbtn Vi- 
ffcfttntes*, one of the principal officers 6f hii 
Boufehold e*preffing his regret at the IH- 
fuccefs of that expedition, and particularly 
at the increafe of credit and power which it 
would give to the aflembly, the king im- 
mediately made this reirtarkible ahfwer: 
^ So touch the better, a thotffand times ; fd 
niuck the belter, provided it conduces to 
the h^ppiaefs of the peojJlc/ 

FOUETH 
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Fourth Fact. 

" At the fitting of the 6th of this months 
the reporter Valaze read a note, found in 
my houfe, concerning a new order o£ 
knighthood called that of the queen ; and in 
order to give this writing (which juftly ex- 
citc4 the rifibility of the aflembly) more 
importance, he iaid it was found in myport-^ 
folio* The reporter Valaze is miftaken j 
aa4 if the affembly will order the verbal 
procefe, which took place at the examina- 
lioii of my pape]:s^ to be looked into, it will 
appear, that this writing was not found in 
apy of my port-folios, but in a different 
place, which I fhall not name. It would 
have been difiicult to have read it, had they 
not feparated it from a letter which was in- • 
clofed umder the fame feal. This letter^ 
dated the beginning of September or Octo- 
ber 1790, was nearly in the following 
terms : 

" * I fend you the note which I men*. 
doned the day before yefterday. I muft 
forewarn you, .that I had it from one whofe 

vol; III. Q^ fancy 
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fancy is a little exalted ; fo you may believe 
what you pleafe of it,' 

" The place in which it was found 
proves that I had formed the fame judg- 
ment concerning it with the national con- 
vention. 

** The members of the committee de Sur^ 
veillance de la commune^ who fpcnt . nine 
hours in examining thefe papers, found 
alfo a lift of an Auftrian committee, com- 
pofed of about thirty fiftitious names. They 
were eager to feize that writing, which 
they at firft confidered as a moft important 
difcovery. Fortunately, however, the key 
to thofe names was written in the fecond 
column of the fame page, and contained 
the names of MM. Syees, Condorcet, Brif- 
fot, Robefpierre, &c. &c. But had this key 
been written upon a different fheet, and 
could they have as eafily feparated it from 
this lift as they did the note concerning the 
order of Chevaliers de la Reine^ from the 
letter above mentioned, they might then 
have employed the lift as a ftrong proof of 
the exiftence of an Auftrian committee. 

"Such 
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•* Such then are the fads which I thought 
it incumbent on me to make known to the 
affemblyi Their accuracy will be eftablifh- 
ed by the proofs which I cite^ which 
can be v>erified by the witnefles whom I 
point out. I fliould have had a much 
greater number to prefent^ if the cataf- 
trophe of the month of September had not 
driven from France, or deftroyed, the per- 
fons who could have attefted the truth* 

(Signed) De Bertrand V* 

• Fide Appendix, No. liti 
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CHAP. XXXIX. 

The convention refumes the difcujjions refpeEl-^ 

ing the kings trial. — Several emigrants 

requeji to be allowed to appear in his ma^ 

jejlys defence. — Certain papers on that 

fubje£l addrejfed by me to the mini/ier 

Garat^ yequejling him to tranfintt them to 

the king.— Means ufed with fuccefs to 

abate the fury of D ant on. — A letter to M. 

de MaleJherbes.'^His anfwer. — The de^ 

claration of M. de Bouille. — Second letter 

of M. de.MaleJherbes. — Denunciation of 

prevarications in the kings triaU — An^ 

fwer of M. de Malejherbes refpeSling M* 

de BouilWs declaration. 

THE cagernefs and fatisfaftion with 
which all publications, favourable ta 
the king, were read, multiplied thefe writ^ 
ings daily, and animated the hopes of the 
royalifts fo much the more, as the conven-* 

tion^ 
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tlon, alarmed and uncertain of the real 
fentiments- of the people, had thought ' 
proper to fufpend the difcuffion relating to 
his majcfty's procefs, for fome days ; anfl 
it was only taken up, upon a naotion made 
'on the 23d of November, by Couthon, 
one of the wickedeft villains of this af» 
fembly. 

" The departments are aftoniflied," faid 
fee, *' that the convention has fufpended the 
difcuflion upon the late king. I know that 
all traces of royalty vaniflied when the re- 
public was proclaimed : but foreign nations 
obferve you ; your * enemies watch you ; 
and the nation claims the juftice which is 
due to it* I do not defire you to dedicate 
your whole time to this affair : but I requeft 
you will aflign two days in every week to 
It, commencing from Wednefday the 28th 
of November/* 

This piropofal was decreed. 

As foon as we heard this diftreffing news, 

fome of the moft diftir^guiihed orators of 

the firft aflembly, namely, Meffieiirs dc 

Cazales, Malouet, and Lally, addrelTed to 

<^3 the 
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the aflcmbly a requcft to be included in 
the number of the king's ^idvocates. Al- 
though there was not much probability 
that their requeft would be granted, Mef- 
|ieurs Malouet and Lally prepared thei^: 
pleadings. That pf M. de Malquet being 
finifhe^ in a few day^, and appearing to 
me very much calculated to produce a good 
effea in Paris, and throughout the king- 
doip, I publifhed it at my owa expence, and 
fent two thqufand copies into France; I 
alfo addrefled them to all the departments, 
and to the principal municipalities. I added 
an addrefs to the citizens, by the chevaliey 
de Graces, which was alfo printed. 

As thefe different writings contained 9, 
fplid refutation pf the imputations raifed 
^gainft the king, in the reports- of M^ilhe 
and Valaze, I inclofed them within a cover, 
on which I wrote the following words, 
f' Writings in defence of Lewis the Six- 
teenth." I fent this packet to Garat, mi- 
nifter of juftice, with a formal requifition 
^hat he would deliver it to the king. This 
fafiie packet contained a copyx)f the decl^- 
? ration 
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ration of the chevalier de Graves, and the 
copy of another declaration which the 
marquis de Bouille propofed making, rela-> 
tive to the journey to Varennes, and the 
employment of the money which the king 
had ordered to be remitted to him upon 
that occaiion. 

When the king's procefs was firft deli- 
berated upon in the convention, Danton, 
the infamous Danton, whofe fervices had 
been fo highly paid by the civil lift, was 
one of thofe who fhewed the moft violence 
and inveteracy. This alarmed me greatly, 
becaufe the popularity which that villain 
then enjoyed gave him great influence in 
the affembly. My ardent defire of faving 
the king made me confider every meafure 
as juftifiable which tended to that end ; and 
I made no fcruple of employing falfehood 
in order to tame the fury of that monfter. 
On the nth of Pecembqr I fent him the 
following letter \ 

" You ought no longer to remain jgno^ 

rant, fir, that amongft the papers entrufted 

to mjr care, abput the end qf laft June, by 

0^4 the 
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die late M. de Montmorin, aad which t 
hare brought to this country with mc, I 
find a note of difFerieiU: fums, which you 
received from the funds for feci:et ex-^ 
pences of the foreign department. The 
occafions on which you received thefe 
fums, and the different dates, are fpecified ; 
as alfo the perfon wht) negociated that af- 
fair. Your connexion with this perfon is 
clearly proved by a letter in your own 
hartd, pinned to the note in queftion, 
which is entirely in the hand-writmg of 
M. de Montmorin, 

" I have not hitherto made any ufe of 
thofe papers ; but I warn you, that they 
are joined to a letter I have written' to the 
prelident of the national convention j a*rf 
which I fend by this fame courier, inckifed 
to a confidential friend, with orders to fend 
the letter to theprefident, and to caufe 
your billet and the note to be printed, and 
placarded in the corner of every ftreet, if 
you dp not condudl yourfelf in the king's 
afiair as a man who has been fo well paid . 
ought to do. But if, on the contrary, you 
I exert 
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exert yourfelf, to render him the ferviccs 
which ycm have hi your power, be afluredl 
they will not pafs unrewarded. You need 
have no uneafmefs with regard to 'thfe 
letter, as nobody Ihall know that I have 
written to you. 

(Signed) Bertrand.** 

The truth of this matter wa^, that M» 
de Montmorin had communicated tht 
affair to me, and fhewed me the papers, 
but never gave them into my hands, as I 
had alTerted *o Danton, who, knowing the 
^ intimacy in which I had been with M. de 
Montmorin, could not doubt, after what I 
liad written, of my having them in my pot* 
feflion. I received no anfwcr to my letter^ 
l)Ut I faw by the public papers, that two 
days after that in which he muft have re- 
ceived it, he caufed himfelf to be deputed 
to the northern army, and did not return. 
to Paris till the day before fentence was 
pronounced on the king. He voted for 
death at the appel nominal i but without 

fyp^ 
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4ipportiag hi$ opinion, as was his cuftom^ 
by reafoning, or any difcourfe whatever. 

How much was it to have been wifhed, 
that, at this dreadful crifis, fome means h^d 
alfo been devifed for terrifying or alluring 
from the capital, Robefpierre, Marat, Bar- 
rere, Petion, and all thefe confummate vil- 
lains, who, that they might aflaffinate 
Lewis XVI. with more certainty, got 
themfelves conftituted his judges, and aOTo- 
ciated in their defign all the obfcure vaga^ 
bonds of the provinces, by giving them to 
underftand, that this crime was the only 
means left for them to emerge from want 
and obfcurity, to wealth and power ! 

The news of M. de Malefherbes being 
in^uded amongft his majefty's advocates, 
and of the honours paid him by the people 
on this occafion, fupported our hopes. I 
loft no time intranfmitting, by a fure hand, 
to this faithful and virtuous friend of the 
king, all the papers which had been pub- 
lifhed in London, in favour of the intereft;- 
ing cailfe vrhigh he had undertaken, He 

Jicknow-* 
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acknowledged the reccsipt of my packet hy 
the following note : 

" M. de Maleflierbcs received on the 
1 6th of December, from M. Bertrand,twa 
copies of printed letters, and an addrefi 
from a great m^nj of the French. He like- 
wife received a fealed packet, addrefled to 
M. Tronchet, which probably contains 
copies of the fame papers, ai^d which was 
fent as dire£ked. 

*' M, de Malefherbes already knew thtj 
cpntent? of thefe papers. The very morn- 
ing on which he received them, he carried 
them to Lewis XVI. who is fo ftridly 
guarded, that he had never heard of M* 
Bertrand'a letters, although all Paris knew 
of thern.^ M. de Maleflierbes returnjecl 
again in the evening to the Temple ; the 
prifoner had, by that time, read the letters, 
and approved of the contents." 

It evidently appeared by this note, that 
the packets I Had addreiTed to the minifter 
Gitrat had never been delivered to his ma- 
jefty ; and as they contained papers which 
might b^ ufeful in his defence, I wrote to 
M^ de MakDiierbes to defire he would claim 

them 
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them at the Chanceikrie ; land forefeeing 
that thefe packets might poflTibly be loft or 
concealed, I again wrote to M, de Male- 
iherbes, four days after, inclofmg a copy cf 
M. de' Bouille's declaration, it being the 
paper of greateft confequence that I had 
fent to the king. The contents were as 
follows : 

** Francois Claude Amour de Bouille, 
formerly general of the army on the Meufe 
and the Mofelle, denominated the centre 
army, at prefent in ithe town of London, 
depofes upon oath, That in the be^n- 
ing of May 1790, commanding then in the 
province of Trois Evicbes^ he fent his diC- 
miffion to the minifter of war, with a defign 
jof quitting the fervice and the kingdom : 
that he had hitherto refufed to take the 
oath which the national affembly exacted 
from all the general officers ; but the king 
wrote to him with his own hand, deftcing 
that he would continue in the fervice, and 
Itcknowlcdge the new conftltution^ and 
take the oath to it, as required by thfe na- 
tional affembly, which his majefty declares 
vill be the moft effe<9:ual means t)f en- 
abling 
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9b&9g the faid Bouille tx;> promote the hap* 
pinefe oi the pctople^ and to ferve his ma^ 
jefty; which letter from the king, is at 
pjcefent with many other papers belonging 
to M. de Bouille in Holland^ where h^ left 
them on coming from thence to England. 

" He alfo depofcs. That he anfwered 
the king's letter, afluring him that he would 
obey his majefty's order, and take, the oath 
as he defired; but that, in fo doing, he 
made him the greateft facrifice which could 
be made by man. 

" The feid M. de BoyUle further declares^ 
That9 as fooa as he was aifured of the 
king's being arrefted at Varennes, he- left 
the kingdom ; tha;t he had, at that time, iq 
)m hands fix hundred thoufand iivreS| 
being what remained of the fum of nine 
hundred and ninety-three thoufand livres^ 
which had been depoiited in his hands, by 
order of the king, for the expence of the 
inteioded journey of the royal family to 
Montmedi ; th*t being now deprived of 

the 
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the means of any cbmmunicatiori with hi* 
inajefty, he thought it his duty to rfemit the 
fix hundred thoufand livres to Monfieur. 
But he was afterwards informed by a lettef 
which M. de Choifeul wrote to him by 
the king's defire, that his majefty was dif- 
pleafed at his having difpofed of the money 
to the princes, as he wiflied, on the contrary^ 
to have the whole fum returned to him- 
felf. This letter from M. de Choifeul is with 
M. de Bouille's other papers in Holland. 

*' M. de Bouille further declares, That 
it was not the king who caufed the fum of 
a hundred thoufand livres to be given to 
M. Plamilton, formerly colonel of the re- 
giment of NafTau ; but that it was M. de 
Bouille himfelf who placed the faid fum 
into Mr. Hamiltx)n's hands, in truft, at the 
time of the king's evafion from Paris j and 
this made part of the original fum, as ap- 
pears by the receipt. 

" M. de Bouille moreover adds, That he 
intends, in a few days, to return to Htol- 

landj 
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land, where he fhall be ready, if required,- 
to give up the papers here enumerated. 
*^ Sworn at the houfe of the Mayor of 
London, on tl\e 27th of December 
1792. 

Signed in my prefence, 
James Sanderson, Mayor*/* 

My conjedures refjpeding the packet 
addreflcd to Garat th? minifter were well 
founded, as appears from a letter I received 
from M. de Malefherbes in the beginning 
of January, which is too remarkable to be 
fuppreffed. 

^' I inclofe the explanations you require 
in your laft letter to me. You will per- 
ceive that I fpeak of you in the third per- 
fon ; becaufe, not knowing in what part of 
London you lived, I commiffioned one of 
our countrymen, at prefent there, to give 
you the explanations of which I now fend 
you a copy. 

" I wa$ afraid that my letter, which was 
fent to the poft this morning, would be in- 

* FiJe Appendix, No. IV. 

tercepted, 
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tearcepted) I therefore fend you a duplicate^ 
as I have been, juft informed of a perfoa 
who is fettiog oflf for Calais, vf^o will de- 
liver it fafely into your hand. 

" You know, fir, that I aiii now more 
than ever, with fmcere attachment, 
" Your obedient, &c. 

" Malesherbes.'* 

The duplicate in queftion was as fol- 
lows: 

*' The minifter of juftice received a 
packet from M* Bertrand, to be deliver- 
ed to Lewis XVI. containing papers for 
his juftification. The minifter, not hav- 
. ing any communication with the prifon- 
er, fent the packet to the national conven- 
tion. 

*^ The Ikme miniiler has fince received 
another letter from M. Benrand, incloling 
a packet addreffed to me ; upon which was 
wrote, 'Papers in juftification of Lewis 
XVL* From this fuperfcription, the mi- 
mfter thought It indifpenfable to fend thi^ 
packet alfo to the national convention, I 

received 
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received this account from the minifter 
himfelf, when I went to claim the packet, 

*' As I knew that it had been laid before 
a committee by the convention, I went to 
the committee myfelf ; and, in the name 
of him whofe caufe I am to defend, 1 
claimed the packet which was addrefled to 
him; and, in my own name, I claimed 
tfiat which, was intended for me, I faw 
that both thefe packets had been opened. 
They contained printed papers ; and in 
one of the packets, (hot that which be- 
longed to me,) there were certain papers 
whofe contents I was not permitted td 
read, although I was told they were authen- 
ticated by public officers. 

"The committee did not hefitate to give 
me the printed papers, copies of which I 
had already; but they refufed to give toe 
tlie manufcripts, until they were authorifed 
by an order from the national convention. 

" One of the committee went to the 
convention to demand this order. He 
returned, and told me, *that upon his de- 
mand, they palQed to the order of the day \ 

VOL. III. R but 
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but lie did not bring back the papers^ fay« 
ing» ^ that he had left them on the bureau/ 
The committee, as far as I obferved, made 
no memorandum of thofe papers having^ 
been carried away, ^and not brought back* 

•* I afked thefe gentlemen by what 
means I could obtain the poflTeffion of thef<; 
papers? They looked at each other, but 
gave no anfwer. 

*^ There the matter refts. I tl?ought it 
beft not to infill upon this fubjed^ while 
the convention is deliberating on the trial 
of Lewis V 

The condud of Garat was fo bafe and 
criminal, that I thought it a proper occafion 
of awakening and exciting the public indigna^ 
tion agaitift the innumerable prevarications 
which were committed in the courfe of the 
king's procefs. I flattered myfelf, that it 
was ftill poflible to roufe the Parifians from 
that fliameful ftate of ftupbr and difmay 
into which the audacious tyranny of the 
convention had thrown them. In this 
bope, I addrefled the following denun^ 

i^iatiQa 
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f^Utioa to the aflTcmbly. I^ at the fame 
time, fent feveral thoufand copies of^it tQ 
France, ^nd made i^ as public as fjofliblet 

PsMuifCiATloif of prevarications commits 
ted in the trial of Le^is XFf. adJreJed 
to the National Convention by M^ Ber^ 
trand dc MuleviUe^ tninifier ofjlate in 
f^rance. 

^* M. Prelident, 
^ I denounce to the i^ational coaventioni 
to the people c^ France, and to 4U Europei 
the odious preyarications which have taken 
place in the tri^l of I^ewis XVI. ; of whioh 
I (hall hare point out the proofs, in order 
%o hay^ Ju<U«? ^miniftcred ag^ftft lU« 
guUty. 

^ ^^ Ix^ the eourfe of laft month, I fent 
papers for the defence of Lewis l^VI^ to 
the Garde du SceaUj with a formal Fequifl- 
tiork to haye them delivered to the Mag* I 
i:hought ^h^t the fureft means of having 
them conveyed to thek (kcred deftinafiqii 
jff^s td ^drefs them to th^t minifter of 
^ 2 juftiq^e. 
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juftice. I accordingly wrote the following: 
letter to hhn ; 
^Sir, 

* As it is one of the moft facrcd duties 
of a minifter of juftice to protefl: thofer 
who are under accufation, and to fecure to 
them every means of clearing their inno- 
.cence^I addrefs thefe papers to you, fo- 
lemnly requefting that they may be dc* 
livered into the hands of Lewis XVI. As 
the king's ancient minifter, I feel myfelf 
not only authorifed, but obliged in duty,' 
to point out thofe circumftances, during: 
my adminiftration, that tend to overfet the. 
principal articles of the accufation brought, 
agdinft him. Such is the objeft of my 
demand; and you muft be fenfible, fir, 
that you cannot rejeft it without ftiewing 
yourfelf the accomplice of one of the moft 
atrocious crimes of which there is any 
example.' ' 

" A few days afterwards, I fent under 
cover to thq fame minifter, a packet for 
M. de Maleflierbes, intitled, ' Papers for the- 
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juftification of Lewis XVI.' I wrote, at 
the fame time, to advertife M. de Male- 
flierbes of my fending them^ as above- 
mentioned to the Garde du Sceau^ and re* 
quiring that he fhould a& them from that 
minifter. 

" I am this day informed, that when, in 
confe^uence of that letter, M. de Male- 
flierbes went himfelf to claim thefe packets, 
he was anfweired by the minifter of juftice, 
* that, on finding they contained papers 
for the juftification of Lewis XVI., he 
had thought himfelf obliged to Tend them 
to the n^tionat convention.' 

" I muft obferVe here, that the conduS 
of the minifter of juftice, upon this occa- 
lion, is of a piece with the barbarous, praq- 
tice of the keepers and jailors of prifons, 
under the ancient government, in fending 
2X1 letters or papers, addreffed to the pri- 
foner, to the magiftrate fuperintending the 
prifons. There was then, however, one 
fure means of having letters, &c. remitted 
to the prifoner, namely, by addreffing 
them diredly to that magiftrate* Never- 
R 3 thelefs, 



64^ t^RlVAtfe IVffeMotftS. 

itteicfs^ the bcmftituent aflembly }uMf 
iiid%na&t at the flowneis bf thU meanSi 
ttnd the ihhuidianity tiJT thefe preclUtioqs^ 
fofm^iy abolifhed this cuftbm by the neW 
criminal codei It decreed^ that the piv 
foneir fhould ndt otily irecdivb all papets and 
tbemdrials which might aflift in their de- 
feiicb^ but tihdt a eopy of their iti^i^menti. 
jsmd of the prbcedUre^ fhould be given them 
in tWenty-foiir hours ifte^ it was demanded) 
either by themfclves, dr thieir counfeU But 
Vhen I fokmnly iaddrefs myfelf to the itiini<^ 
iter, fpecially appointed to maintain th^ ejce^ 
cution of this laW^ he dbeS not fcruple to in- 
fringe it^ uhder pretence that he has no 
. communication with the prifoher. 

" If filch a pretext is admitted^ eve:^ 
laVv' made for the protedioa of the acoufed 
may be equally violated by his judges 
themfelves^ as there is hot one of them who 
has any communication with the prifonen 
" Tlie condudt of the minifter of juftice 
is ftill more unjuftifiable with regard to 
M. de Malefherbes. Could he poffibly 
imagine it was his duty to deprive the de- 
fender 
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feiader of Lewis XVI. of papers feitt for 
his client's juftification ? So that thefiiper- 
rcription Which I wrote upon the packet, as 
a fecurity fqr its being delivered, was eK- 
adlly what determined the minifter of juf- 
tice not only to keep it up from M. de 
Maleflierbes, but to fend it to the very 
committee which conduded the procefs 
againft the king* 

" Could we fuppofe a legal court of af* 
faflins, what condud could more naturally 
be cxpeiaed from the principal s^nt of 
fuch a court, than to deliver the papers 
tranfmitted to him, for the defence of tho 
accufed, into the hands of the accufers? 

" I fubmit the above confiderations to 
the jui^ice of the national convention, and 
(ball proceed in my ilatement of fads. 

" M. de Malelherbes went to the com- 
mittee, and claimed the packets. He found 
that both had been opened ; they con- 
tained printed and written papers: the 
printed papers were delivered to him; but 
he was informed that he could not have 
the others without an order from the con- . 
R4 vendom 
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venti6n. A member of the committee 
went with the papers to the convention to 
demand this order. He returned and told 
M. de Malefherbes, that, upon his de- 
X mand, the aflembly had pafled to the order 
of the day. :The member did not bring 
back the papers; he l6ft them on the bu- 
reau. 

" M. de Malefherbes aiked what means 
he could take to obtain thefe papers ? the 
members of the committee looked 2tt each 
other, but nobody anfwered him. 

** The ftriking injuftice of refiifing to 
allow M. de Malefherbes fo much as to 
read thofe papers, mufl be imputed to the 
Ignorance or guilt of fome inferior agent 
of the committee ; for certainly none of 
its members would have been accefTary to 
fuch illegal conduft. 

" I am equally convinced that the af^ 
fembly would not have pafTed to the order 
of thd day, on the demand of M. de Male- 
fherbes, had the nature of the requefl been 
clearly reprefented. The fa£t. however is, 
that thofe entryfted with the king's defence, 

were 
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were obliged to make it without the ajHift- 
ance of thefe papers. Unfortunately, they 
were not the only papers which were kept 
up ; for it is known, that when the pa- 
pers in the kiqg's cabinet were feized and 
carried away, none of the formalities which 
the law exacts, and the particular care 
loudly called for, were ufed to prevent 
fubtraftion, alteration, or fubftitution j of 
courfe, none of thofe papers can, with the 
leaft colour of law or juftice, be produced 
againft the king ; ypt they are produced, 
and urged againft him, as if all thofe for- 
malities had been obferved ; and, befid'es, a 
colledion, falfely called c6mplete, of the 
papers found in his majefty's cabinet, was, 
by orders of the committee, printed, and 
profufely diftributed oVer the kingdom ; 
but this coUedJion, fo far from being com- 
plete, confifted only of fuch papers as ad- 
mitted of malignant interpretations, which 
were, with much affiduity, given to them, 
enforced and illuftrated by calumnious 
notes. It is to be hoped, that the au- 
thors of thefe notes are not of the num- 
ber 
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bcr of the king^s judges, no more tban tho(^ 
deputies who have betrayed luch a thirft 
for the king's bloody that they have antici« 
pated their votes for his death, by printing 
lind publifhiftg their opinions* According 
to the laws of all civillfed countries, a judgd 
tehb condemns a perfoti accufed^ v^ithout 
having heard his defence, thereby lofes the 
right of finally judging him^ and is con- 
iidered as on the fame footing with the 
fttcuien Were it poffible to fqppofe that 
this law could be violated in the cafe of 
Lewis XVL the French natiofii, fired 
with itidigttation againft fuch flagrant in* 
juftice^ would, undoubtedly, rife like one 
man, and pour vengeance on the bafe in- 
fringers of a principle fo felf- evident and 
ikcred. Trufting^to the juftice of the na- 
tional convention, I demand that the pa- 
pers, for the juftification of Lewis XVL^ 
which I fent under cover to the minifter 
of juftice, may be remitted to the king'a 
defenders ; and as to the papers found in 
the king's cabinet, but which the authwa 
of the printed, cotledioii thought it expe- 
dient 



die&t te fi:i{>pr€fe9 I ciB^ from mj own 
pertain knowledge^ o&ly point otit the fd^ 

* ift, A copy of a letter to tii€ kldf 
from three deputies of the legiflathre ai&m.- 
^Jj of ^^t ififlueiu:<&9 dated in the moi^ 
of July hSu This lettar ci^taiaed a pre* 
didion of the loth o£ Aiigufti ahd the 
irecall of Sdrvani Ckvlefei and Rolland waa 
prqpofed as the only meanft of preyenting 
Ihit cataftroj^he. As I iaw the idhg ia 
publk only, afteir ikiy retreat frOm the m!«^ 
uillry, I had £iot ab opportunity of read^ 
ing the letter myfelf, but I was informedi 
of its contents by perfons who haVe read 
St. I Ihall name thefe perfons, and likewife 
the deputieiB, as JR>on as the plhdofs ihall be 
taken into confideration, and the witnelTea 
in favour of the king are to be heiard, ac« 
cording to the indij[pen{24)ie fotta in all 
criminal cau&s.^ 

.**nie letter of thofe three deputies may^ 
at leaft, ferve to prove, that the torrents of 
blood fhed on the loth of Auguft ought 
not to be attributed to Lewis XVL, but to 

the 
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the faftion who wifhed to dethrone him, 
in order that Servan, Claviere, and Rol- 
land might be recalled to adminiftration. 
Thyerry the king's firft vatet de cbambre^ 
who received the letter from them, and de- 
Kvercd it to the king, was afterwards afiaf- 
iinated, although he was abfent from the 
palace on the loth of Aiiguft. 

* 2d, A copy of a plan, confifting of 
twenty-one articles, fccretly agreed orf at 
Mantua, in the month of -May 17^1, by» 
the emperor Lieopolfl j the obje£t of which 
was the re-eftabliflimeiit of the king*s an- 
cient and legal authority. For this end-, tlie 
emperor propofed to enter France, with his 
army, in the beginning of the month of 
July following, a period hi which neither 
our armies nor frontiers were i'n ai ftate of 
defence.* 

" The king alone could have prev^ented 
the. execution of this plan, and he did pre- 
vent it. All exadled from him Was his 
confent, which was to be kept fecret. He 
refufed this, without cOnfulting any body ; 
-he needed no advice when the tranquillity 

of 
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of his people was at ftake; arid he faw 
that this plan could not be executed with- 
out bloodihed. 

*' The two only minifters who had know- 
ledge of thcfe fafts, and of an infinity of 
others equally important for the king's jus- 
tification, were Melfieurs de Montmorin 
and de Leffart, who unfortunately have 
both peiifhed. It is difficult, to attribute 
to chance, either the. fele^tion of the vic- 
tims facrificed on. the '2d of September, or 
that of the king's papers which have been 
fuppreffed. However that may be, if Leo- 
pold s plan is not found, I fhall, as foon 
as the king's procefs is commenced, name 
three perfons who had a complete know- 
ledge of all the particulars of that plan, and 
can afcertain the contents in as fatisfad;ory 
a manner as if the original plan itfelf were 
laid before the convention. 

* 3d, A journal written by the king 
himfelf, for his own private ufe, contain- 
ing every thing of confequence he has done 
fmcc he afcended the throne ; his projeds^ 
I views, 



^^ 
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Tuwt) and even the faults be has to re^ 
|>roae|i'Milif<^f with> afe tkare inferttd, - 
Tim journal) which injiy be eonfidered as 
^ faithful piftur^ of L^wis XIV., drawn 
Iby himfelf, and for himieif only, wpul4 
be a moft interefting pait of the in-t 
tended procefs. Even in the faults witli 
which he r^pros^ch^s himfelf, his virtues, 
and uniform attachment to his. peofrfei 
would evidefitly aj^ar/ 

^^l^at thU journal was nmongft the 
king^s papers^ is proved by a letter which 
M« de Malefherbes has juft received frooi 
|M[« de Lianeourt, 

*♦ Thefe, fit, are the fads on which I, 
cA\ for the animadverfipn of the oational 
convention, and the attention of all Eu- 
rope J and for this puipofe I have ^bought 
k my duty to render this application as 
public as poiTible, by conliding it in the 
hands oi th^ hotd Mayor of London, and 
diire^king it tp be puUiflied in the newS7 
p^rers. And I now folemnly call on you, 
jir. a$ preiident, to communicate it to the 
9 cpnyen- 
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convention, otherwifc you become per- 
fonally anfwerable for the confecjuencefi of 
thofe important ^(^6 wm^iatng unknown 
t;o them» 

(Signed) Db Bertrand, 

M, de ^Vlal^fbetbes acknowledged the 
receipt of M» de Bouille's new declaration 
in his letter of the 6th of January j he 
wrote to me upon that fybje^k as follows ; 

'^ With refpea to M, de Bouille s decla- 
ration, which is the fubjc4l of your letter 
of the a 8th of December, we ihaJl not have 
time to make ufe of it before the convene* 
tion has paffed (entence, becaufeourm0# 
morial is drawn up and printed^ Befidea 
|he article concerning the employment of 
the funds, entrufted to M? de Boitille, is 
explained in a perf^f^ly fatisfadory man- 
ner in the memoriaU But if the procefs is 
fubmitted to the primary aCTemblies, as it i$ 
to be hoped, and if ^ are of coijrfe per-? 
initted once more to plead, we (hall, in that 
cafe, demand the papers of juftification 
which M, de Bouille feft in Holland/' 
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CHAP. XL. 

Means ufedhy tbefaEtton of Robefpierre to 
force the majority of the convention to, vote 
for the kings death. — RefeSions on the 
cbaraSer and fate of Lewis XVL — CZr- 
cumjtances' concerning his death and exe^ 
cution^ as related by his confejfor. — T^he 
kin^s interrogatory and lajl wilL 

TpE thief accufations againft Lewis 
were fo evidently falfe and abfurd, 
and his innocence, canddur, and the purity 
of his intentions plead fo forcibly in his fa- 
vour, that the majority of the aflembly 
would never have come to the refolution 
of condemning him, had not the moft atro-* 
cious men of the fadion employed violent 
threats to bring their colleagues into their 
meafures j and it appears that many, who 
were at firft inclined to fave the unfortu- 
nate prince, fron)L fear and weaknefs voted 

for his death. 

The 
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V The mild gpodnefs of this prlnpe, elre^ 
his tendernefs for his fubje^ls, were the 
circumftances which led him to his un*- 
' happy fate, or at l^aft preveitted his 
avoiding it. ' 

If the murder 6f Lewis XVI., and all 
the wickednefs which has been tfaa ponfe^ 
quence, could be juftly confidered as the 
crimes of the nation, whole ages wopld 
elapfe before men of virtue and humanity 
would ceafe to blufh at the thought of hav* 
iQg France for their native country. Do» 
voted to ignominy, that wretched land wouU 
be iahabited only by banditti^ ^J[({jfins^ 
bravos^ Smugglers y the refufc and rejeRed 
offal of other countries : but, thank Heaven 
thefe horrible crimes, although committed 
in the name of the French na^on, wer? 
pever authorized by it. The primary at- 
iemblies of 1792, in which the nobility^ 
aiud the men of prc^erty of all the clafles, 
durft not appear, for -fear of aflaffination, 
or, at leaft, pf grofs infult, certainly were 
not the nation. The deputies eleded by 
,thofe affemblies, or rather thofe bands of 
VOL. III. s Jacobins, 
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Jacobms, were not inftnufled, even by (he 
inofl atrocious of their conftituents, to de- 
ftroy thejBonarschy^ nor invefted with the 
xi^ht of. becoming at once accufers and 
judges, and, in thofe charaders, the a£* 
£affibs of the king. To thefe regicides 
alone, therefore, to that band of infernal 
monfters, is the king's murder, that of the 
royaLf amily , . and all the fubfequent guilt, 
to be. imputed. My pen refufes to trace 
the circumftances of the condemnation 
and death of thofe illuftrious viftimsc It _ 
is a fiiflEcient mortification 'to have their 
aflaijins for fellow-citizens ; I may be 
allowed to fhrink from being their hif-. 
torian, 

* I confine myfelf to the relation of fome 
particulars, little known, cpncemlng the 
laft moments of Lewis XVL, as they were 
communicated to me by his worthy con-* 
fcffor, the abb^ Edgeworth. At that dread-^ 
ful period this excellent perfon exhibited 
the'mpft courageous proofs of his zeal for 
religion, and fidelity to his foyereign. 

When 



PRIVATE MEMOIRS; 559 

When M, de Malelhwbcs fkft vifired ±9 
king 3^ the Temple^ as one of his counfel^ 
his mAJefty, who confidered his qondeinn«r 
tion as certain, expreflfed the moft anxiQily 
defire to fee 'a pried, ^nd mentioned thq 
abbe Edgeworth, grand vicar of the diocese 
of Paris, and confeffor to the princefs; Eliza- 
beth, as the one he would ptefcy j defiring 
Mi de Malefheibes to take every ftep towards 
obtaining for that gentleman free accefs tb 
him, without any danger of bding infulted: 
but rcquefting, at the fame time, that the 
Abl^e might be informed, that hisinajeffy 
would not prefs this upon him^ if. he 
dreaded any perfonal rifk on that account j 
in which cafe he was requefted to point out 
fome other proper perfon for that office^ 
the king being willing to rely entirely on 
the Abbe's recommendation. , 

M. de;Male{herbes having executed his 
majefty's commilfion, found M. Edgeworth 
cordially difpofed to the duty required of 
him. It was not till the 20th of January 
1793, at four of the afternoon, that he was 
fent for to th^ Thuilleries by the executive 
s 2 council. 



CdtAciH wlib aflfetttblcd there. Wlieii ad- 
lieAatd iitto thb fbbfii Whet^ tlie mihifterd 
i*»e c6nVet4edj hfe wAfe greatly ftruck with 
the tetf or and conftfernatioii which e^ppekred. 
Ill thfeir countenances^ 

•* Louis Capiet defires to fee you," fkid 
thfe minifter of juftice (Garat). « WHl you 
go 10 him to the Temple?'* 

« XJuqueftlonably I will," replied the 
. Abb^. " The king^s reqiieft is ah order, 
in rtiy eyes/* 

** Follow me, then ; I wiU cbnduS you 
to him^" refumed the fame minifte^, who 
wias ^oing to notify to his majefty the de- 
ttet of the convention, in conlequence of 
the king'i requefts to them, and to an* 
nounce ttfat the following morning, at ten 
o'clock^ Was fixed for his execution. The 
minifter of juftice took the Abbe into the 
carriage with him; and on the way fh>m 
the Thuiileries to the Temple he fcveral 
times repeated, with the accent of defpdr, 
^ What a dreadful commiffion !'* * 

M. Edgeworth beiflg fummoned to futf 1 
one of the tnoft fblei!an and facted duties of 

his 
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hU minlilry, was d^iirous c^ ol^eryipg t\\^ 
forms which the churc^ prefcribes, ap4 
urged the propriety of attcficjing his coa* 
jefty ia prieft's veftments. 

♦• That is impoflSble," replied tjj^ mioi* 
flcr of juftice. 

When they arrived at the Temple, they 
found the tower furrounded by a<:p]iri4ert 
able number of national guards, by Qfie of 
whom they yrere intrpd^c^ed into , a ha}| 
where twelve or fifteen members of thf 
commune dc Paris yftxt fittijQg, an4 9^t th^t 
tiqie formed that court called c^fifefl 4^ k^ 
commune feant au T'emple. Six or feyea of 
them ax:comp9^e4 the mioi^er tp da^ 
king's chamber, and the others net^iiji^d X^9 
Abbe with them, aiithou^ the mimi^r ejcr 
preft^d a defire of prefendng ^im tQ $h# 

This council was certainly^cQmpofed of 
the moft unfeeling aq.4 brutal men in the 
lEiynicipality. They hebaved tp M. EdgCr 
worth, not only without cOQipp^on, but 
they even fibewed a ferocious joy. They 
rudely fearched all his pockft^a c^p$]D^4 ^|JB 
s 3 ihuff- 
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fnuff-box to fee whether it did not contain 
poifon, examined his pencil-cafe, on the 
pretext that it might conceal a ftiletto. 
They then made him afcend to the king's 
^artmtrnt by a little narrow ftair, where 
-fentinels were placed at fmall ' intervals, 
fome of them drunk, fwearihg, and finging, 
as if it had been an ale-houfe. 

The minifter of juftice was ftill in the 
king's- apartment with thofe members of the 
Council who had accompanied him to his 
majefty ; theftrene dignity of whofe coun-^ 
teiiance formed a ftriking contraft with the 
Irttggard andvillanous looks of the wretches 
^ho fiirfounded him. As foon as the king 
|>eroeived the abbe Edgeworth, he made a 
Tiiovement, expreffive of his defire to be 
left alonie with him. The others immedi-p 
ately withdrew. The king fliut the door^ 
ahd turned towards the Abbe, >vho funk on 
iiis knees, kiffed his majefty's hand, and 
bathed it with his tears. The king,,equally 
affected, raifed M. Edgeworth, faying, 

*' None but the moft unrelenting of men 
have beeo allowed to approach me of late. 

My 
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My cye» ace aecuftom^d^ to them : but the 
fight of ft man of hum^kpi^tyya faithful fub- 
je6t, aiFeds my whole foul, and melte me as 
ypjufee." 

Being in fomf meafure recovered, he led 
the Abbe into his clofet, and having mad^ 
him fit down, he read his laft will twice 
pveJC to him, with a .fifm toae^and propey 
.emphafis j his voice failing only at thofe 
parts where mention is made of the qy?enj 
Jxis children, and the princefs Elizabeth* 

. .. , ** What is become of the good cardinal 

... * * . f ^ . ' ^ ^ •■• ' . . » ^^ .. 

dejla Rochefpucault,'' faid the king, after 

a fbort psiule, " and the archbifhop 

of Paris.'? Have you any news of him ? I 
fear he is difpleafed.with me. He wirbte 
^tp . me while I was at the Thuilleries^ I did 
rhot anfwer his letter, I was fg furroundedj^ 
He- will forgive me. Aflure him that I die 
in his communion ; and that in fpite of all 
the changes they have, made, I always coii- 
fidered myfelf as one pf his flock/' 
' It is difficult to dp juftice to the devpuf, 
fublime, and heroic fentiments exprefled 
by the king in this intercfting conference, 
particularly when he fpoke of his owil fitii- 

s 4 ation 
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itionatid that c^^hift fafbily; but^ above 
all, whenJbc dwelt 6ti th6 misfortuties df hU 

tbuhtrj. 

** This people, by nature good," faid he, 
•* but now mifguided- and enflaved by a 
few unprincipled leaders, would never have 
fuffefed ihe to be accufed of tyranny, if 
they had known how much their happmeis 
has always been dear to me, and how fin- 
cerely I have wilhed to promote it. In 
proportion as. I have been deprived of the 
mfeans and hope of attaining an ohjtGt 
which I had fo much at heart, life has be- 
come moie and more difgufting to me; 
and I now make the facrifice without re- 
gret. I ani certain that the time wil come 
when the French people will lament my 
lofs. Yes, I am confident that they will 
do juftic^ to my memory when they fliall 
know the truth, when they have the liberty 
of being, juft ; but alas ! till then, they are, 
fuid will be, very unhappy !'* 

This refledion on the misfortunes of his 
country again drew tears from the eyes of 
the generous monarch. 

Speaking' 
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Speaking of the dvkt of Orleans^ he 

^* I do not knoW wh^t I have done ta 
\mj coufita, to make him behave to me in 
^ manner he has done: but he is to 
be pitied. JFIe is ftiil more unfoitunat^ 
th^n t am. I eertaaidj would' not change 
.conditions with him* 

After this, lie rofe, faying, 

^ I muff now go and fee my family for 

. the laft time. This will he the feveiieft 

trial of aU. When that is over, I ihafl fix 

my mind folely on what concerns my fab* 

vation/* 

Leai^ng ^tke abb^ £dgeworth in his clo&t, 
the unhappy prince went to the room 
wbere his family iPirere akeady afiembled, 
and which was feparated only by a door 
J&om that in which were two commiffiuries 
conftantly on duty : this tioor was formed 
of panes of giafs &om tc^ to bottoxb, l&e a 
window ; vfo that tHofc two men could fee 
and tear aH that paffed. 

In foch horrible tircumlftances^ and in 

this difmal rooni, did the king of Francfe 

9 meet 
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meet his deploririg'family, now rendered 
more dear to him than ever by his own, ap^ 
preaching fate, and iheir uiieicampled mis- 
fortunes. Here pafled a fcene of woe fac 
beyond the power of defcription, to whidi 
the mind of fenfibility alone can do jiifliQf;*. 

The fympathizin^: heart of M. Edge- 
worth was pierced with the. groans. of 
anguifti and the fcreams of deipair. . . 
'- This agonizing interview lafted more than 
an hour. The king ireturned to his owit 
2xx)ni in a ftate of .emotion thatiianncft be 
«expraffed* " ' . - : - - ^ 

^^ Why," faid he, addreffing thfeAbbe^ 
i&et he had fomewhat recovered himfelf, 
.*.' why do I love with fo much tendernei^^ 
.andlwl^erefore am I fo tenderly beloved ? 
But now the painful facrifice i& over.- Let« 
TOc. 'now. turn my thoughts to the care of 
ittiy^falvation alone.*'' : ... 

-' fitaving thus e?cpfefied himfelf, he re- 
mained for feme -minutes in filent medita- 
tion, interrupted by fighs, accompanied 
rtviih tesjrs, and then began to cohverfe on 
rtbe great truths <>f jeligion j apd aftonifli«jl 
13 his 
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his confeflbr as much by the extenfive 
knowledge he difplayed on that fubjed^ a$ 
he had before edified hiin by his piiety. 

•At ten o'clock, Clery, his faithful vakt 
^ cbambre^ came and propofed that he 
ihould take fome f upper* The king con« 
fented, lefs from any inclination to eat, than 
tb oblige Clery, who made the requcft with 
tears in his eyes. After eating a niouthful, 
as he rofe froni the table he faid to Mi 
Edgeworth, 

•* You ought alfo to take fome nourifli* 
ment ; you are furely much exhaufted." 

This flight repaft being over, the Abbe 
afked the king whether hie would not like 
to hear mafs, and to receive the communion. 
The king replied, that he^defired it with 
ardour : but he fhewed, at the fame time, 
that he had little hopes* of that favour be- 
ing granted hira. 

^^ I muft have permiflion," faid he, 
♦* from this council in the Temple, who 
have hitherto granted me nothing but what 
was impofTible to be withheld/' 

M. Edge- 
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M» Edgeworth wentdiTcSdj and figni^ 
fie4 the king's requeft to this Goiiacil iittiog 
in the Temple. He inet with many diSU 
culties. 

** .There are example in hiftocy,*' iaxd lb 
member of this hardeaed court, ^^ of piiefis 
Vfbo have mixed poifon with the koAie." 

^ I have been fufficiently fbariched to ia- 
tiffy yW' replied the Abhe, *' that I hay« 
no poifon ^bout me : but to rendiar ypur-? 
felves ftill more certain, you have .only tot 
fiirnHh me with the hofties ; and if they 
ihould prove poifoffied^ the blawif will 3ao$ 
he imputable to me.'* \ . 

To this the council made no imm^$at« 
anfwcr : but the members went into the 
room where they ufually held thtk meet- 
Jngs* ,The king's diwnand was formally det 
liberated on ; after which, thie Abbe being 
called in, the prefident faid, 

*^ Gtizen minifter of worfhip, (^(u cuke j J 
thzt which Louis Capet lequefls, not .b^ing 
contrary to law, we have agreed to g;rant 
it on two conditions : fiift, that you jGg^ 
the requeft j and in the fecond place, that 

the 
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the certmony you intend to perform fliail 
terminate before feven o'clock to-morrow 
incming ; becaufe, at eight o'clock, Louis 
Ciapet muft go hence to the place of exe- 



cution." 



The abbe Edgeworth fabmitted to thofe 
conditions, and direftly went and informed 
the king, who expreff^ the higheft fati^fac-* 
tion at the hope of once more havittg the 
GoAfolation of heari&g mafs, and of rje^ 
ceiving the communion* He fell on hh 
knees to return thanks to the Almighty; 
and imtnediately after began hi« con- 
feflfion. When it was ended, M, Edge- 
worth, feeing the king almoft exhaufted 
with the anguifli and fatigue he had under^ 
gone, advifed him to go to bed^ and en- 
deavour to get a little repofe. His majefty 
confented, and prevailed on the Abbe to lay 
down in Clery's bed, which was in the fame 
room. ' 

Having flept with tranquillity, the king 
called for Clery, early the next morning, 
to affift him in drefling. He heard mafs 
and received the communion with the moft 

profound 
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profound devotion. After having finifhe^ 
liis prayers, he faid to M. Edgcworth, 

" How happy am I in having retained 
my faith in religion ! In what a ftate of 
mind fhould I at this moment have been^ 
had not the grace of God preferred to me 
thatbleffing. Yes, I fhall be. enabled to fhcw 
them that I do not fear death," 

A noife being heard at the door, M. 
Edgeworth was agitated. He thought the 
fatal moment was already arrived. The 
kingi without betraying the leaft emotion^ 
maintained his ufual ferenity. It was th$ 
guards who refumed their pofts. His ma* 
jefty having addrefled himfelf to one of 
them, the wretch had the brutality to 
anfwer, 

" That 'would have been very well, for- 
merly, citizen, but you are no longer a' 
king*/' 

" You fee how I am treated," faid hi$ 
majefty, addrefling M. Edgeworth, "but 

* ** Citoyen, c'etoit ton ca quand vous eties roi, max* 
vous ne Petes plus." 

nothing^ 
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nothing can fliock me now.^ — ^Herc thty 
come/' refamed the king, calmly, on hear- 
ing fome perfons afcending the ftair. 

It .was the commiflaries of the com- 
mune^ with a prieft at their head, called; 
Jacques Roux. They came to announce 
that the hour was at hand. 

" It is enough,*' faid the king. « I will . 
join you dire^ly : but I wifh to pafs a few 
moments alone with my confeflbr." 

They retired. His majefty £hut the door, , 
and faid, falling on his knees, 

"AH is confummated. Give me your 
laft benediaion." 

Fear of the danger to which the abbe 
Edgewprth might be expbfed, in accom**- 
panying the king to the place of execution, 
had prevented his majefty &om making 
fuch a propofition, and he fiiippofed that 
they werfe now to feparate : but when he 
found that it was the fixed refolution of 
this venerable man, worthy of the facred 
functions he exercifed, to abide by him to 
the laft, his majefty was at once moved by 
tenderncfs and filled with fatisfaftion. . 

Having 
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• Having thrown open the door, 
. *' Marcbonsy^ faid he, with a 6rm tone 
of voice^ to Santefre, who waited wijthout^ 
Here the king offered to Rous, the 
priefty a packet, contuning his ttftament, 
defiring that he might .deliver it to the 
commune. The wretch refulcd fio take it^ 
faying, that itnvas hij duty to condud him ' 
to the fcaffold, but nothing elfe. One of 
his companions, however^ lefs hardened 
than this Roux, took the packet, and re- 
mitted it carefully to the commune* 

Before they came to the ftair of the 
Temple, the king pereeiving that the coo^ 
mlflaries were covered, defired Clery to 
bring his hat, which he immediately put 
OVL his head ; and being efcorted by a very 
iaun;ierous detachment of national guards^ 
he walked through the firft court of \he 
TemjJe^ and found the carriage provided 
for him in the fecond# Two very ill- 
looking fellows belonging to the gtndarmts 
ftood at the doon One of them immedi- 
ately entered into the tartiage ; the king 
followed with the abbe Edgeworth. T%e 

other 
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other ^^Wanos;^ placed himfeif by hi3 coxn« 
rade* 

From the difturbed| fierce, and me<« 
nacing countenances of thofe two men, 
M. Edgeworth fufpeded that they had or- 
ders to aflaffinate the king in the coach, in 
cafe of the appearance of any powerful at** 
tempt to refcue him. The public papers of 
the following day aiferted that this fufpicion 
was but too well founded. 

A profound iilenc;p reigned among th^ 
people all the way from the Temple to the 
Place de Louis XV. The whole ftreets were 
lined with national guards under arms* 
Nothing was heard but the (bund of 
drums. 

As the movement of the ^cafriige was 
very flow, the king afked for a prayer- 
book from the Abbe. He had none but his 
Breviary, which he gave him, pointing out 
the pfalms mod analogous to his (ituatiom 
His majefty continued reading, with the 
utmoft devotion, till the carriage flopped 
near the fcafibld. The executioners hav-^ 
ing opened the door of the carriage^ the 

VOL, III. T king 
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king laying his hand on the knee of the 
Abbe, faid to the two gendarmes^ 
- ** Gentlemen, I recommend .M. Edge- 
worth to your protection." 

As they made no immediate anfwer, he 
added, with greater earneftnefs, 
' " I conjure you to take care that no harm 
befall him after my death." 

" Well, well, give ycurfelf no farther 
trouble; we fhall take. care of him," an- 
fwered one of them, in a harfh and ironical 
tone of voice. 

The king having thrown off his eoat, 
was going to afcend the fcafFold, when they 
feized his hands, on purpofe to tie them 
behind his back. As he was not prepared 
for this laft infult, his firft movement was to 
repel it with indignation : but M. Edge- 
worth, fenfible that all refiftance would be 
vain, and would expofe the king to out- 
rages ftill more violent, faid, 

" Sire, this new humiliation is another 

(iircumftance in which your majefty's fiiffer- 

Ings refemble thofe' of that Saviour, who 

will fboil be your recompenee/* 

v/ " '^ This 
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\ -This obfervation inftantly removed all 
hh repugnance. With a ' dignified air of 
. refignation he prefented his hands to the 
wretches, who, tying the cords with all 
their force, the king addrefling them mildly, 
faid, " There is no need to pull fo tight:" 

It was while he was mounting the fcaf- 
fold, fupported by the abbe Edgeworth, 
that this fervant of God, as if by infpiration, 
addrefled the king in this fublime ex- 
preffion, " bfFspring of St. Louis, afcend 
to Heaven * !'' 

' As foon as he came upon the fcafFold, 
advancing, with a firm ftep, to the part 
which faced the^ palace, he de fired the 

* The modelly and fcrupulous exa<^nefs of the abbe Edge- 
worth are fuchy.that the general admiration excited by this 
(blemn apoftrophe led him to examine his memoiy, whether 
he had really pronounced thofe very words ; and he told me 
himfdfy that his grief and agitation, at this dreadful mo- 
ment, had totally effaced from his mind the greater part of 
what he had faid to the king ; and that he recolle6led no- 
thing further, concerning this particular fentence, than what 
he had received from others. But as the circumftance, fpread 
over the whole capital the very day of the king's death, and 
infert^d in all the public papers, has never been contradicted, 
I thought myfclf authorized to regard it as indifputably true, 
notwithftanding the delicacy of the abbe Edgeworth ; which, 
without iijvalidating the truth of this fad, proves the confi- 
dence that is due to whatiever he afferts. 
' ' .* . • . ' 

T 2 drums 
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drums to ceafe, and was ixnmediateljr 
obeyed, in fpite of the orders they had re- 
ceived. He then pronounced^ with a 
voice loud enough to be heard at the gar* 
dens of the Thuilleries, 

** I die innocent of all the crimes which 
have been imputed to me. I forgive my 
enemies. I implore God, from the bottom 
of my heart, to pardon them, and not to 
take vengeance on the French nation for 
the blood about to be fhed—- " 

He was continuing, when that moft 
atrocious of villains, Santerre, pufhed fu- 
rioufly towards the drummers, and forced 
them to beat without interruption. The 
executioners, at the fame time, laid bold 
of their vi£tim, and the horrid deed was 
completed. 

There is reafon to believe that Sanferre, 
and the council who had their fittings at 
the Temple, had been at pains to fele£t for 
the execution of this crime, fome who had 
already given proofs of their patriotift^ by 
murder. The fliocking ferocity of a young 
man of eighteen or twenty years of age, 
who aflifted on this dreadful eccafion, can- 
15 not 
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\ ^ 
not be otheVwife accounted for. As foon 

as the king's head was fevered from the 
body, this young cannibal, feizing it by the 
hair, danced around the fcafFoId, holding it 
up to the people, and exclaiming repeated- 
ly, Vive la nation ! 

The abb^ Edgeworth, who was on his 
knees on the fcafFold during the execution, 
and was ftill in the fame pofture, would 
have been covered with blood, had he not, 
by an involuntary movement which he has 
fmce regretted, ftirunk back when this mon- 
ftcr approached him, brandifliing the head 
of the king in his hand. The repeated^ 
cries of Vive la nation ! and this horrid 
fpeSacle, roufed him from the ftupor into 
which he had funk. He rofe with preci- 
pitation, defcended from the fcafFold, 
pierced, without difficulty, through the 
national guards that furrounded it, who 
opened, at the fimple movement of his 
hand, to let him pafs. He mixed with the 
multitude, and went diredlly to M. de 
Malefherbes. 

The king had charged him with feveral 
commiffions to that gentleman, particularly 

T 3 that 
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that he fhould be informed into whofe 
hands the duplicate of the teftament had 
been placed, in cafe that which his majefty 
had delivered to the commiflaries of the 
con^mune (hould not be publiflied. At 
fight of this courageous attendant on the 
king, the faithful witnefs of his fufferings, in 
whofe breaft the laft thoughts of the royal 
martyr had been depofited, the venerable 
old man burft into tears, and having em-** 
braced him, exclaimed, 

" All, then, is over, my dear Abbe ?— r 
Receive my thanks, and thofe of all worthy 
Frenchmen, for the unfhaken fidelity and 
zeal you have manlfefted for our good 
mafter/' 

The Abbe communicated to him all that 

the king had given him in charge, and 

.then made a recital of what had paffed at 

the Temple, and at the Place de Louis 

XV. 

He had fcarce finiflied, whenM.de Malef- 
herbes, tranfported with grief and indigna- 
tion, poured forth a torrent of inve<9:ive 
•againft the revolution, and the authors of 
the king's death, with aftoniftiing veh^- 

mencel. 
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mence, and in a fiibUme ftrain of elo- 
quence*. 

" The villains have actually put him ta 
deaths then !" cried he. " And it was in 
the name of. the nation that they .perpC'*. 
^ trated this parricide ! In the name' of: the? 
French, who, had they been worthy of fo. 
good a king, would have acknowledged 
him as the beft they ever. had. Yes, . Jthe' 
very beft ; for he was - as pious as Lewis: 
IX., as juft as Lewis XII., as^humaneus* 
Henry IV., and e?:empt from their failings*; 
His only fault was- that of loving us too: 
well ; conducing himfelf too much as our 
father, and not qnough as our king j and 
continually endeavouring to procure us 
iiibre happinefs than we were capable of 
enjoying. But bis^ faults proceeded, in 
fome degree, from his virtues; whereas 
ours . flow entirely from our vices. It is 

. * " Vous auriez cru," m*a dit Pabbe Edgeworth, « en- 
tendre M^ Burke lui raeme." 

" You might have thought," faid the abbe EdgenyortB, 
when he narrated this to me,* " that you were he^g^Mr- 
Burke himfelf." 

T 4 this 
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this falfc philofophy (of which 1 muft 
confefs that I myfelf have been the dupe) 
whith has hurried us into anabyfs of de* 
ftrudion« It is that which has, by an in* 
concievable magic, fafcinated the eyes of 
the nation, and made us facrifice the fub^ 
ftance for a phantom. For the mere words 
UbcrtS politique^ France has facrificed focial 
liberty, which fhe poflefled, in all refpeds. 
In a greater degree than any other nation^ 
becaufefhehad multiplied and emhellifhed 
the fources of enjoyment beyond any other 
nation. The people, confcious of their being 
completely invefted with the liberty of doing 
every thing which the law permits,conceive4 
that political liberty muft imply the right of 
doing what the law forbids, and Franco 
was fUled with crimes. Intoxicated with 
the idea of fovereignty, they imagined that 
the overthrow of monarchy vfould place 
themfelves on the throne; that qonfifca-. 
tions would put the property of the rich in 
their hands. Wretches who were the moft 
{U'dent in fpreading fuch abfurd notions, 
wnfortunately were eleded as deputies to 

the 
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the national affembly j and their firft ex- 
ertions were direded againft our unhappy 
king. Monfters! with what unheard-of 
barbarity have they treated him ! But what 
calm and dignified courage did he not dit 
play ! How great does he feem, in his laft 
moments ! All their efforts to debafe him 
have been vain. His fteady virtue has tri- ' 
nmphed over their wickednefs. It is then 
true, that religion alone can give fufficient 
force to enable the mind of man to fupport 
the moft dreadful trials with fo much dig- 
nity. Depart from this town, my dear 
Abbe, I conjure you not to remain in 
Paris ; you are not fafe here ; and I advife 
you to leave the kingdom as foon as you 
poffibly can. . Fly from this accurfed land* 
Jn it you will find nq afylum from thofe 
tigers who thirft for your blood. As for 
my own part, I own I have nothing to 
fear. They know that the people love 
jne. The murderers dare not touch a hair 
of my grey head *. Neverthelefs I Ihall go 

to 

* M. de Maleflierbes little thought, that in the eyes of 
fp^b brutal tyrajits as tbofc whp opprefled France, the veij 

virtue* 
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to the country to-^morrow, that I may not 
be obliged any longer to breathe an air in- 
fe£ted by thofe regicides. Adieu, then, my 
dear Abbe ; wherever you go, be affured 
that I fliall always take a very warm in- 
tcreft in whatever regards you." 

Thus feparated two men, fo worthy of 
the confidence which Lewis XVI. placed in 
each. 

Completely to fulfil the principal objedt 
of thefe Memoirs, I fhall add to this re- 
cital, which may be confidered, in fome 
meafure, as dilated by the abbe Edgeworth 
himfelf*, an account of the king's interroga- 
tories, and teftament, in which, it is clear, 
he was affifted by nobody j becaufe they 
evince the precifion and extent of bis un- 
derftanding, and" are the ftrongeft proofs of 
all I have afferted concerning his charadler. 

virtues which had procured him the love and veneration of the 
people, would be confidered as the moft dangerous of crimes. 

* This recital, colle^ed from many converfations with the 
abbe Edgeworth, will be confirmed by what he himfelf will 
probably publifh, in confequence of the requeft of the worthy 
heir to the virtues of Lewis XVI. Fide Appendix, 
No. VII. 

'4 lam 
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I am aware that the king has been re- 
proached for having fubmitted, to no pur- 
pofe, tothe humiliation of attempting a de* 
fence before fuch a court as the convention : 
but thofe who blame him on this account do 
not reflect, that if he had poffeffed fufiicient 
energy of character to have pronounced, 
.with a firm and authoritative voice, at the 
bar of the affembly, " That he had nothing 
to anfwer to revolted fubjeds ; and that he 
acknowledged no judge but God alone,'* 
the fame energy would have enabled him 
to reprefs tjhe early attempts agaiaft his go- 
vernment J and he never would have been 
reduced to the extremity of appearing be- 
fore any court whatever. 

Can we juftly reproach Lewis XVI. that 
nature lavifhed upon him in benevolence 
what Ihe withheld from him in energy ? 
Is it to his account we are to lay the faults 
pf his education ? . He had faults, un- 
doubtedly J I have not attempted to con- 
ceal them: but his unexampled misfor- 
tunes have made me forget his faults, and 
I can remember nothing but his virtues. 

With 
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With regard to his behaviour at his trial,< 
I own that I have always refle£ted with ad- 
miration on the precifion and wifdom of 
bis anfwers, efpecially as they muft have 
been unpremeditated ; he having been fa 
clofely guarded, that he was ignorant of all 
that was pafling out of his prifon, till the 
moment he was called to appear before the 
convention. Yet had the ableft lawyers 
been permitted to fuggeft anfwers to all the 
prepared queftions put to the king by^the 
prefident of the convention,, it is much to 
be doubted whether they could have im- 
proved, in any refped, on thofe made by 
his majefty. 

The king's interrogatory, and his jaft 
will, unqueftionably compofed and written 
by himfelf, are fufficient to convince thofe 
who never had an opportunity of knowing 
him, that he pofleffed a juft underftanding 
and a virtuous foul. This truth cannot lie 
too ftrongly infifted upon ; not only be- 
caufe it devotes to the execrations of pof- 
terity the authors of all the crimes which 
produced this horrible revolution, but alfo 

becaufe 
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becaufe it is a warning to princes, that 
.the qualities with which Lewis was en- 
dowed arc not alone fiiiEcient to fecure 
them againfl: fimilar misfortunes. 

Extras of the proceedings of the convention 
on the iitb of December 1792. 

Lewis came to the bar; — a profound 
filence reigned in the aflembly. 
The prefident faid to him, 

** Lewis, the people of Franca accufc 
you ; the national convention has decreed 
that you fhall be tried, and that its mem- 
bers fliall be your judges. You Ihall now 
hear the declaration of the crimes imputed 
to you, Lewis, fit down." 

The king feated himfelf. 

A fecretary read the accufation. 

The prefident then f^dd, 

*' Lewis, you are to anfwer the queftiona 
I am commiflioned by the national con- 
vention to propofe to you» 



a 



Lewky 
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^* Lewis, you are accufed of having com-^ 
mitted a multitude of crimes to eftablifh 
your tyranny by deftroying liberty. 

" On the 20th of June 1789, you com- 
mitted an outrage againft the fovereignty 
of the people, by fufpending the aflemblies 
of its reprefentatives, and by driying them 
with violence from their place of meeting. 
The proof of this is in the verbal proccfs, 
drawn up in the Tennis Court at Verfailles 
by the members of the conftituent aflembly. 
What have you to anfwer ?" 

Lewis. " I afted againft no law then in 
exiftence.'* 

Prejident. " On the 23d of June 1789, 
you attempted to impofe laws upon the 
nation ; you furrounded the fitting of the 
conftituent aflembly with troops j pre- 
fented them with two royal declarations 
fubverfive of all liberty, and you com-^ 
manded them to feparate ?'* 

To this the king gave the fame anfwer 
as to the preceding queftion. 

Prefident. " You ordered aii army to 
march againft the citizens of Paris ; their 

blood 
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blood was flied ; you did not withdraw 
the troops till the Baftile was taken, and a 
general infutre£tion taught you that the 
people were vidorious. The anfwers you 
returned to the deputations of the co'nfti- 
tuent affembly, on the 9th, 12th, and 14th 
of July, Ihew what your intentions then 
were ; and the maffacre at the Thuiljeries 
alfo depofes againft you. What have you 
to anfwer ?" 

Lewis. " I had, at that time, ^he power 
to employ my troops where I thought the 
' circumftances required; but I never had 
any intention to fhed blood.'' 

Prefident. " After thefe events, not- 
withftanding the promife made by you 
in the affembly on the 15th, and in 
the Hotel de Ville on the 17th, you per- 
fifted in your projects againft the national 
liberty. You long evaded fanftioning the 
decree of the nth of Auguft for abolifti- 
ing perfonal fervitude, feudal rights, and 
tithes ; you, at firft, refufed to acknowledge 
the declaration of the rights of man ; you 
doubled the number of your body-guards, 

and 



4«8 . PRIVATE MEMOIRS. 

and ordered the regiment of Flanders to Vcr- 
failles ; during the fefUval at that place, 
you permitted the national cockade to 
be trampled under foot fcefore your face, 
the white cockade fet up, and the nation 
to be blafphemed* In fhort^ you rendered 
a new infurredlion neeefTary, and occa-* 
iioned the death of many citizens* It 
was not till after the defeat of your guards 
that you changed your language and re-» 
newed your perfidious promifes* The proofs 
of thefe fads are in your own obfervations 
of the 1 8th of September on the decree of 
the ipth of Auguft, in the verbal procefs 
of the conftituent aflembly on the events 
which took place at Verfailles on the 5th 
^nd 6th of Odober, and in the afifwer you 
returned to the conftituent aflembly, name- 
ly, * That you would be guided by their 
council, and never Teparate yourfelf from 
them.' What have you to anfwer ?" 

Lewis. " I made the obfervations which 
pccurred to me, as juft and neceflary updn 
the decrees prefented to me. Th^ charge 
refpeding the cockade is falfe. I was wit- 

nefs to no fuch fcene." 

Prefidcnt. 
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Prejfdent. " At the federation of the 
14th pf July 1790, you took an oath which ^ 
you did not ad[here to, but endeavoured, 
on the contrary^ to corrupt the public' 
mind through the agency of Talon in 
Paris, and the influence of Mirabeau In the 
provinces. You Ikviftied millions ta coru^ 
rupt the public mind; you attempted to 
make popularity itfelf an engine againfl: 
the people* Thefe fads are evident from 
a memorial of Talon's, verified by your 
hand, and by a letter v^hich la Porte wrote, 
to you on the 19th of April, in which, 
fpeaking of a converfation he had with 
Rhardly he informs you, that the fums 
you had been advifed to diftribute, had 
produced nothing," 

Lewis. *' I don't exadly remember 
what pafled at that time ; but all thefe are 
circumftances which occurred previous to 
my accepting the coilftitution." 

Prejident. ♦' Was it not in confequence 
of a plan formed by Talon, that you 
went to the Fauxbourgs St, Antoine, diftri- 
buted money amongft the poor workmen, 

VOL. III. u telling 
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tcUitig thepi that you could dp no xx^ore 
for them ?'* 

. Lewis. " I had no greater fatirfaiftion 
thlux in giving to thofe who required re- 
lief: in this I h»d no infidious defign/' 

Prcfident. ** Was it not in confequence 
of the fame projed that you feigned an in* 
diipoiition to prepare the public mind for 
your journey to St. Cloud or to Ram;- 
bouillet, upon pretext that the country air 
was neceflary for your health ?" 

LewU^ ^^ This accufation is qidte ab-r 
furd." 

Preftdent. " You had long meditated 
the defign of efcaping. A plan for that purr * 
pdfe was prefented to you on the 23d of 
February 1791, which you verified by your 
own hand- writing ; and, on the 28th^ a 
confiderable number of oncers and nobles 
aflembled in the palace of t^e ThulUeries 
in order to favour your efcape. Yoti at- 
tempted to go from Paris to St. Cloud on 
the lith of April; but the oppofuion </ 
the citizens convinced you^ that your d^ 
fign was fufpefted by the.pubUCi* You eor* 

deavo¥red 
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^eaVoured tx) difiipate this miftruft by com- 
muuicating to the affembly the letter in 
which you make a declaration to foreign 
powers, that you had freely accepted the 
conftitution. Notwithftanding'this, you 
made your efc24)e by the means of a falfe 
pafTport, on the 21ft of the month of June 
following, leaving behind you a declaration 
againft this very conftitution. You or- 
dered the minifters not to fign any adls 
which came from the national affembly; 
and you prohibited the minifter of juftice 
fi?om fealing them with the feal of the 
ftate; the public money was lavifhed to 
enfure the fuccefs of this treafon ; and you 
ordered de Bouille to aflift you with an 
armed force ; Aat fame officer who com» 
manded at the maffacres of Nancy, tp 
whom you wrote on that occafion, * en- 
deavour to preferve your popularity, it 
may be ufeful.* Thefe faflts are founded 
on the memorial of the 23d of February, 
verified by your hand * and on the decla- 
ration of the 20th of June, entirely in 
your own hattd-writing ; on your letter of 
V 2 the 
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the 4th 6f September 1790 to BotiiUe ; 
and on a riote from him, giving yon an 
account of the employment of 993,000 
livres which you had given him, and vrhich 
he had partly expended iti corrupting the 
troops v^hich were to efcort you. What 
have you to anfwer ?" 

Lewis. " I know nothing of the me- 
morial of the 23d of February. With re- 
fpedt to my journey to Varenncs, I refer to 
the anfwer I at that time made to the con* 
ftituent aflcmbly." 

Preftdent. " After you were flopped at 
Varennes, your executive power was for 
fome time fufpended, but you ftill con-^ 
fpired ; and on the 17th of July, the blood 
of the citizens was fhed in the Champ dc 
Mars. A letter in your own hand, ad- 
dreffed to la Fayette 1790, proves that a 
criminal coalition exifted between you and, 
him, to which MirabeaU had alfo agreed. 
All kinds of corruption, were employed by 
you. You paid the expence of publifli-^ 
ing libels, pamphlets, and journals, which 
tended to pervert the public opinion, to 

difcredit 
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dtfcredit a^ignats, and to fupport the caufe 
of the emigrants. The regifters of.Sep* 
teuil ftate what entorinous fums. were ex-^ 
pend^d for thefe profligate putpoies. You 
a&£l:ed to accept the conilitution of the 
14th of September J you declared yourfejf 
willing to maintain it; yet you laboured 
to* overthTow it befiore it was completed. 
What have you to anfwcr ?" 

Lewis. ^^ What paffcd on the 17th of 
July cannot be jufUy attributed to me. As 
to the other charges I have no knowledge 
of them/' 

Preftdent. ** A convention took place 
at Pilnitz on the 24th of July, between 
Leopold of Auftria and Frederick William 
Qf Brandenburg, for the purpofe of re^ 
eftabliftiing abfolute monarchy in France, 
lyith which you were acquainted, yet you 
concealed it from the national afTembly 
until it was known to all Europe. What 
Ijaye you to anfwcr V 

Lewis. ^< I made it known as foon as I 
If new it TOyfelf ; befides, by the conilitu- 
tion, it ;was the bufmcfs of the minifters." 
U 3 Prejident. 
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Jhrefoknt. ^ Aries raifcd tAic fta^dard of 
levolt : you fayoured it by fencting coniwr 
inifliOQerSy who, in place of dadeavouiii^ 
to check the councer-rev^lutiohifls, en*- 
couraged diem by juftifying their aiKen]^ 
What db you anfwer ?" 

Lswis. ^ The conimiffioner& inftruc-r 
tions will evince the nature of the ovxlerflf 
with which they were intrufted. I knew 
none of the^cprhmiffioner^ when my mi-r 
nifters propofed theta tA me/' 

Prtftdent. *^ Avignon and Yensiifia had 
been reunited tq France; but you did net 
. execute the decree till a month after : during 
that interval, a civil war defolatsd the 
country, and the commiffioneris you fent 
completed the devaftation. What have 
you to anfwer ?" 

Lewis. " That charge cannot perfonall^ 
ailed vc^. I know not what delay at- 
tended the eixecution of the decree; but 
thofe who were intrufted with it are alone 
refponfiWe." * • 

PrefidinL **Nime8,MontaubanvMendes, 
and Jales^ experienced violent eommo-- 

tions 
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tk>ns in the commencement of Kberty. 
You did Nothing to extinguift thefe ijteirfa' 
of dounter-revolutidn tiil the moftseat wheA 
the confpiracy of Saillans broke out. What 
do you anftrer?'* ' ^ ■ -' 

Lewis. " I gave the oi-ders upon that 
occafibny which were proposed. to 'nie by 
my minifters." 

, Prudent. " You fent two baittalUms 
againfl the Marfeillois, who were marching 
to reduce the counter-revolutionifts of 
Aries. What have you to anfwer ?" 

Lewisn *' 1 muft fee the papers which 
regard this afiaif before I can anfwer the 
charge." 

Prejisknt. ** You gave the commaiid of 
the fouth to Weigenftein, who wrote to 
you on the 2ift of April, after he hadlbeeil 
recalled, in thefe terms : * A few moments 
longer and I fhould have finrounded your 
, majefty's throne with millions of French^ 
men, rendered once more worthy of the 
wilhes you form for their happinefs.^. What 
havt^ you to anfwer P* ^^ 

Q 4 Le*wis. 
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Lewis. " This letter, by the ftatematit 
of ;the.;tharge, is p<^erior, to hw recall. 
He has oever been employed fioce. I re- 
odIe£t nothing 0f the letter/' 

Frefident. , *^ You paid your diifaanded 
bodyvgttards at Coblentz, as the regifterk of 
{^pleuiL teftify ; and various orders, figned 
by you, confirm your having remitted coo* 
fideiable futns to Bouille, la Vauguyon, 
€hdifcu^Beaupre, d'Hanailton, and the 
, womaa Pblignac ?'' 

Lewis. "I no fooner received intelli- 
gence that my. body-guards had affembled 
in the neighbourhood^of the Rhine, than I 
ordered their pay to be ftoppedl I rev 
member nothing refpefting the reft'.' * 
.. JPrj&fc/t/. " Your brothers,, enemies of 
theiftatv^ave called jtmigrants around 
ithfliri ftandard j th^y have raifed regiments, 
fcorrotred money j and contracted, alliances 
ill your name; you did not difavdwthem 
till you were ^ well affurcd that you could 
not injuite their plants. .Your correfpond- 
cnce with them is proved by a note in the 

hand-n 
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hand- writing cf Lewis Staniflaos. Xavier^ 
figned by both your brothers, asfoUowa: 
I . V * I hayc written to you, butjit was hf 
tbc poft,. (o I cpuld % nothing., l^e am 
here two, but in mind only one j thCyfame 
principles, .the> fame ienlin»ent.8^ the fame 
ardoijr to icrve you, animates uss >bt;H:lM 
We ftill keep filewte ; we fhould injuw 
you by breaking it too foon, butfliaUfpeak 
tjut whenaffured of general fupport^ and 
that moment is near. If they ipeak to- us 
dn the part: of thofe people,, we wUi not 
hSicnjl if they fpeak in your nam6, we will 
Itftep, but never alter our courfe; if, there* 
fotevthey flkpuld exadtthat yoU'ihakeioixie 
dedltration to us^-make it without iidStarr 
tion; be^eafy widi regaj^d to, your iafeiy; 
we only e?^ift to ferve you; we fballiar- 
dently pxert ourlislves for that purpofe, a»d 
every thing will go well. Even your oae-f 
mies have toci\much:intereft in your^rei* 
fervation to COjnmit an ufelefs crime which 
yfovl^ conjplfte their riiiq, .Adieu, ; 
.; L. S. XjAvi^?,, et 
. Charies Phii-lippe.' 

^What 
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^ What liave yoH to inSnet i** 
LfWisy ** As foori w,I Imedrd o£ mf 
brothers' proceedings^ I'dfienrowedi thtrd a& 
the conftitution prefciibes. I have n06ti 
of their letters/' 

Trefident. ** The troops- of the Kne; 

who ought to have been kept up to &* 

war^eftaiblifhmettt, amounted only to one 

hundred dioufand ihen at the en<f of De^ 

cember ; you had thus negleded to guio^ 

title fkfety of the nation. NatAyonne, ybttf 

agent^ had veqiitredv that fiftyt tiioofand ad^ 

ditionai troops, fhould be raiiied i> but he 

, ftopdthe bviesat twiemty^fics thoH&hd^ db^ 

cUring' ithat evety necefiary provifibn^fof 

natknial defence was made, yet noifling 

wms pD^pared. Servan propofed tofcnrm ai 

eamj[> of twenty thoufand men'n^ar Paris j 

the legiflative affembly decreeSi this, but 

ytttt tefiifed to ^ivie your fandion to the 

decree. A patriotic emotion prompted 

il&aiiy citizens, in the moft diftaiir provin*^ 

ces, to march to Paris ; you i0\ied a pito^ 

^ damation, the tendeney of which was to 

rtpp their march y meatnwhile pur armies 

^ were 



P]|IVAT£ MEMOIRS. ^99 

ilFere deficient m fblf^cs ; Qumouiier, wha 
Receded, declared that the nation wad 
not fuffidently provided in arms, arnmu* 
nition, or fiibfiftence for the troops ; and 
that the frontier towns were not in a ftate 
of defence. ^ What have you to anfwer?'* 

Lewis. ** I gave to the minifter the or- 
ders ngceffar)'^ for the augmentation of the 
army ; the ftatcroents werp laid before the 
afTembly ; if there were errors in- them^ 
it was no fault of mine." 

Prefident. ** You gave diredions to the 
commanders of the troops to relax the di& 
ciplxne of the army, to excite whole regi- 
ments to defert, and to pafs the Rhine in 
(Mfder to join your brothers, and Leopold 
of Auftria. This faft is proved by a letter 
of Toulongeon's, commander in Fraricbe 
Qmte. What have you to anfwer ?^ 

Lewis. " Thete is not a word of truth* 
in this accufation." 

Frefident. ** You commifBoned your 
^Hplomatic agents to encourage a coali^^ 
tion. between your brothers and foreign 
powers againft France, particularly to 

ftrengthen 
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ftrfcpgtben the peace between Turkey to^ 
4^»i^ria; tbat.tke latter, by withdrawing: 
her- troops Jrom the Turkifli firdntiers, 
ipight be eaabled to dired: a. greater force 
againft' Franee^ aa is proy^d by a lietter from 
Choifeul -Gouffier^ ambaffaddt of Conftan- 
tiaople. .What have you to anfwer?" 

Lewis 4 *VM, Choifeul has not fpoken 
t^ triithi there is no foundatioa for fuch. 
an idea.'!; , . 

PreftdenU " You negleded .tp providei 
fbrihe iafety of the nation at a moft ds^p- 
gerous crifis ; you delayed till the legifla* 
tiveaffembly required of the.minifterLa-^^ 
jard to point out the meapa of defence,, 
anij then, but no foonef , you- fent a meflage 
to the aflembly, propoflng a levy of forty- 
two battalions. The Pr\iffian0 wfape ad- 
vancing to our frontiers; yourv minifter 
was ordered, on the 8th of July, ta give an 
account of our adual fituation with regard. 
t9- Prufliaj you anfwered on. the loth, 
that fifty thouland Pruffians were on their 
r^iarch againft us, and that you gave that 
jiafonjiation to the aflembly as direded by 
5 the 
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the conftkution. What have you to an- 
'fwerr 

Lewis. ," I had no knowledge of the fafl: 
until the loth; all diplomatic correfpond- 
^nce was carried on by the minifters/' 

Prejident. *' You placed Dabancourt, 
the nephew of Calonne, at the head of the 
war department ; and fttch' was the fuccefs 
of your treachery, that Longwy and Ver- 
dun were delivered up as foon as the ene- 
my appeared before them/* 

Lewis. " I did not know that M. Da- 
bancourt was the nephew of Calonne ; it 
was not me who difmantled thefe towns; 
I never would have authorifed it." 

Prejident* " Who difmantled Longwy 
and Verdun ?" 

Lewis. " If fuch was their fituation, I 
knew nothing of it." 

Prejident. " You have deftroyed our 
navy; fo many f of its officers emigrated, 
that there hardly remained a fufficient 
number for the fervice ; neverthelefs Ber- 
trand continued to grant paflports ; and 
when the legiflatlve body reprefented to 

you, 
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you, on the 8th of March, his criminal 
conduA, you anfwered, that you were &• 
tisfied with his fcrvicesi'*^ 

Lewh. " I did every thing in my 
power to retain the officers \n the ferrice* 
The national afTembly produced no charge 
which appeared to me of a criminal nature 
againft Bertrand, therefore I did not think 
it juft to difmifs himi" 

Freftdent. " You countenanced abfolute 
government in the colonies"; your agents 
fomented diflurbances, and the counter-re«- 
trolution there, at the fame time that it was 
y^ have taken place in France.'* 

Lewis. *' If any perfonsi called them- 
fdves my agents in the colonies, they did 
it without authority from me. I gave no 
countenance for any thing of the naj^re^ 
you mention/' 

Prcjident. '^ The national tranquillity 
was difturbed by fanatics; you fhewed 
yourfelf their protestor, and manifefted an 
evident intention of recovering your former 
power by their means. What do you an- 
iwerr 

8 Lewis. 
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l^^i. *^ X have no anfwer to make to 
this charge. I had no knowledge of any 
fijct defign/' - 

Prefidfni. " The legiflative body^ on 
the 29th of ' November, pafTed a decro^ 
^aip^ feditic^s priefts, but you fufpended 
t^ execution of it. W^iat have you to 
afifw^r ?" 

. Lewis. ** Tlie conftitution aUowed cm 
the free power of feuidioning or reje£dng 
decrees.'* 

Prejident. ** Difturbances increased ; ihc 
miniftcr declared, that he knew no exiffing 
laws by which the guilty could be puniihed« 
The legiflative body pafled a new decree t 
you fufpended the execution of that alfo.'' 
. Z^wii.H-The fame reply. 

Frejidmt. " The bad condud of thofe 
guards which the conftitution had given 
to you was fuch/ that the affembly was 
un4er the neceflity of decreeing that they 
iRiould be dilbanded; the day after, you 
wrote a letter to the afietobly, declaring 
your fatisfaflion, and you continued to 
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pay them, as is proved by ibe 'accounts of 
the trcafurer of the civil lift.*^ 

Lewis. " I only continued their pay 
until they fhould be re-eftablilhed according 
as the decree required." 

Prefident. " You retained your Swi& 
guards about your perfon in contradidioil 
tp the conftitution, and after the legiflative' 
aflembly had exprefely ordpr^d their de- 
parture, "^hat do you anfwer V* 

Lewis. ** I conformed to the decree on 
thatfubjea." 

Prefident. ** You authorifed d'Angre- 
mbnt and Gilles fecretly to maintain pri- 
vate companies in Paris, for the purpofe of 
exciting commotions favourable to yout 
plans of counter-revolution. The receipts 
of Gilles, who was ordered to organize a 
company of fixty men, will be prefented 
to you. What have you to anfwer ?'* 

Lewis. *' I am quite ignorant of thofe 

fchemes attributed to me. The idea of 

a counter-revolution never entered my 

head." 

Prefident. 
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FreJidenU " You endeavoured, by con- 
lidcrable fums, to bribe fcveral members of 
the conftitucnt' and legiflative aflemblies* 
This fad is proved by letters from Du- 
frefne, Saint Leon, and many others, which 
will be produced." 

Lewis. "Such plans were frequently 
prefented to me, but I rejected them/^ 

Prejident. " Who were the members of 
the conftituent and legiflative aiTembly 
whom you corrupted ?** 

Lewis. " I never fought to corrupt anyp 
I know of none/' 

JPrefidmt. " Who were the pcrfons that 
prefented plans to you ?'' 

Lewis. " The plans were fo abfurd, that 
I don't recollea/' 

Prejident f ^* To whom did you prpmifc 
poney ?" 

Lewis. ** To none." 

Prejident. ♦* You fuffered the French 
nation to be degraded in Germany, Italy, 
and Spain, by not exafting reparation for 
the infults offered to the French in thefe 
countries. What have you to anfwer ?" 

TQL. II If 35 Lcws^ 



366. PRIVATE MEMOIRS. 

Lewis. *• The diplomatic correfpond- 
cnce pfovcs the contrary. At any rate, that 
was the hufinefs of the miniftcrs." 

Pr^^/(f;i/. ** On the I oth of Auguft you 
reviewed the Swifs guards at five o'clock in 
the morning, and they fired firft on the dti- 
zcns. • What have you to anfwer ?" 
' Liwis. " I that day reviewed all the 
troops that were affembled near me. The 
conftituted authorities, the mayor of Paris, 
&c. were prefent I had even requefted a 
deputation might be fent me from the nar 
tional affembly, that they might advife me 
how I fliould 2iQ, in that emergency ; and I 
afterwards took refuge . in the affembly, 
with my family.'* 

Prcfident. " Why did you caufe the 
Swifs guard to be doubled, in the begin- 
ning of Auguft ?" 

r Lewis. - ** All the conftituted authorities 
knew that the palace was to be attacked. 

. As I was one of the conftituted authorities, 

J. had a right to defend myfelf." 

PreftdenU 
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^nJidtnU " Why did you fend for the 
laaypr of Paris on the evening of the ptk 
ofAuguftr 

Lewis. " Becaufe of the rumours which 
werefpread," 

Prejident. " You caufed the blood of 
Frenchmen to be fhcd.'* 

Lewis. ** No, fir, it was not me/' 

Trefident. " Did not you authorize 
Scpteuil to undertake a commercial fpecula- 
tion in grain, fugar, arid coffee^ at Ham- 
burgh, and in other towns I This Is proved 
by Septeuil's own letters.'* 

Lewis^ " I know nothing about what 
you mention.'* 

Pre/ident. ** Why did you put a Wf 
on the decree, ordering a camp to be form?* 
cd round Paris ?'* 

Lewis. " Theconftitution gave me fiiU 
powers to fandion decrees or not. At that 
time I ordered a camp nearer the frontiers, 
at Soiflbns." 

Prefident. " Lewis, have yott any thing 
to add in your defence ?'' . . 1 

JC 2 Lewist 
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' Lnpis. ^^ I demand a copy of the zSt of 
accuiatioq^ and that I may be allowed 2( 
counfel to condudl my caufe," 

The lajl Will and Teftamnt of Lewis tbf 
Sixteenth. 

*^ In the name of the Holy Trinity, the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft. This day, 
the 2 1 ft day of December 1792, I Lewia 
the Sixteenth, king of France, having bee^ 
for more than four months Ihut up with 
my family in the tower of the Temple, by 
thofe who were my fubjefts, a^d deprived 
of every communication, even with my fa- 
mily, fince the nth of this month; and 
berhg moreover involved ixx a trial, of 
which, from the paffions of men, it is ini-. 
poffible to forefee the event ; and for which 
neither pretext nor precedent can be found 
in any exifting law : having no witncfs of 
my thoughts but God, and no one but him 
to whom I can addrefs my felf, I here de- 
clare, in his prefence, my lall will aiid fcn- 
timents. 



Ci 
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^ I recommend my foul to God my 
Creator, befeeching him to receive it in his 
mercy, and not to judge me accwding to 
my merits, but according to the merits of 
Jefus Ghrift our Lord, who offered him- 
fclf as a facrifice to God his father for the 
human race, unworthy as we ar6, 1 myfelf 
in particular* I die in the communion of 
our Holy Mother, the catholic, apoftolic^ 
' and Roman church, which holds its powers 
by an uninterrupted fucceffion from Su 
Peter, to whom Jefus Chrift intrufted them. \ 
I firmly believe, all that is contained in the 
apoftle*s creed, and in the commandments 
of God and the church; in the facraments 
and myftei^les as the catholic church teaches 
and has always taught^ I have never pre- 
fumed to make myfelf a judge of the dif- 
ferent manners of explaining the. doctrines 
which divide the church of Jefus Chrift, 
but I have always adhered to, and if it 
pleafes God to prolong my life, fhall always 
abide by, th6 decifions which the fuperior 
ccclefiaftics, in union with the holy church, 
haye given, according to jthe difcipline ob- 
X ^ ferved 
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ferved fince Jefus Chrift. I lament^ with my 
whole hearty thofe of my brethren of man- 
kind who are in error^ but do not prefume to 
judge them; and I do not the lefs love them 
all in Jefus Chrift, as chriftian charity en- 
joins. I implore Cod to pardon all my fins* 
I have endeavoured fcrupuloufly to know 
them, to deteft them^ and to humble my* 
felf in the prefence of the Almighty. Not 
having it in my power to avail myfelf of the 
miniftry of a catholic prieft, I pray God 
to receive the confeiCon which I have made 
to him ; above all, my deep repentance for 
having figned my name (although againft 
my will) to ads contrary to the difciplinc 
and belief of the catholic churc^, to which 
my heart has ever been fmcerely united. 
I befeech God to accept my firm refbltiUon 
of taking the firft opportunity inmy pow^r 
of making a full confeflion of my fins to a 
catholic prieft, and of receiving the facra- 
metit of penitence. I beg all thofe whom I 
have ofiended, through inadvertency, (for 
I do not recolle<a having ever intentionally 
offended any one,) and alfo thofi^ to whom^ 

I may 
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I may have given a bad example, to for- 
give me for the evil which fuch condu(9: 
may have produced. I befeech all thofe 
who are endowed with charity to join thefar 
prayers with mine, to obtain of God the 
pardon of my iniquities* I pardon, with 
my whole heart, thofe who have becomie 
my enemies without caufe, and I pray God 
to pardon them ; as alfo thofe who, front 
falfe or millakeh zeal, hare done me the 
greatefl injuries! 

" I recommend to God my wife, my 
children, my fitter, my atmts, my brothers, 
andail thofe who are attached to me by the 
ties of blood, or in any manner whatfoever. 
X earneftly intreat of God tp caft the eyes 
of mercy on my wife, my children, and 
jay fifter, who have for a long time fuf- 
fered with me ; and in cafe of their lofing 
me, that he may be thdir fupport and con- 
folation, as long as they (hall remain in this 
perifliable world. 

^* I recommend my children to my wife;. 

_ I never doubted her maternal tendernefs; 

^ 4 ^nd 
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-andl recdmmend, above all, that (he wiU 
tarefully endeaVoiir to make them good 
chriflians; to teach them to coniider 
worldly grandeuf as dangerous and perifli- 
able, and fto fix their minds on eternity, 
where alone folid and lafting glory is to be 
found. I intreat my filler to continue her 
tendernefs to my children, and that ihc 
,will be to them as a parent, if they (hoi^d 
Jiave the misfortune to lofe their mother. 
I befeech my wife to forgive mc all, thoie 
^lardfhips ike has undeigoiie on my ac- 
.eount, aiid aH «he uneafmefs I may have 
^iveft her in the eourfe of our union j and 
tfihe iSiould think that flxe has any caufeto 
reptokeh hwrfelf tn account of any patt of 
her cotidu£k iot^sffdi me, flie may reft ai^ 
iured that I retain nothing on my mind un» 
favourable to her* 

** I recommend, with the gfcateft ear- 
^eftnefe, to mychUdren, after what they 
owe to God, which muft ever be confi4civ 
«d as' their firft duty, to remain always 
United to each other, fubmiffive and obedi- 
ent 
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ditto their mbther, and grateful for the 
pain and care fhe take^ of them ; and I 
conjure them, for my fake, that they 
will refpeft their aunt as a fecond 
jftiother. 

** If my fon (hould ever have the misfor-' 
tune to be eftabliflied on the throne, I 
anxioufly recommeiid that he fhould de- 
rotc himfelf to the happinefs g£ his coun^ 
trymen ; that he ought to diveft himfelf of 
aU refentmentsand animofities, particularly 
thofe which have a reference to my misfor<«» 
tuiids and miferies* He can infure the hskp^ 
pinefs of the people only by reigning ac* 
Hording to the laws j although, at the fame 
time, a king cannot make himfelf refpeft- 
«d, and do all the good which is in his 
hearty without a neccffiurjr degree of auftho^^ 
rity ; without which he muft be confined 
in his operations } and when he cannot in«- 
fpire refpefl:, he neceffarily beconxes more 
hurtful than ufefuK 

^^ I recommend to my fon to take care o^ 
all thofe perfons who have hecrx attached W 
Jtit% ais far aa the circumfiai^c^i in vrtpck 
. : 6 he 
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lie may .fiad himfelf, fhall afford him op* 
portunity. He ought ever to regard this 
as a facred debt which I have contracted 
towards the childreci or parents of thofe 
who periflied for my fake, or have been^ 
rendered miferable on my account. I know 
tiiiere are feveral perfons, amongft thofe 
who were attached to me, who have not 
behaved towards me as they ought to have 
done, and who have even fhewn ingrati* 
tude : but I forgive them (for in times of 
trouble and efFervefcence, men are« not al-* 
.ways mailers of their .conduct) ; and I be- 
feech my fon, fhould he find an ppportu«« 
nky of ferving them, to refled: only on 
their misfortunes. 

" I wifh it were in my power bpenly to 
exprefs my gratitude to all who have £hewn 
me a truly difmterefted attachment : but if 
1 have been painfully affedted by the in- 
gratitude and difloyalty of thofe to whom I 
have always aded with kindncfs, I have 
likewife had the confolation of receiving 
iervices and fltong marks of attachment 
from feveral of my fubje^s, on whom I 
t . V never 
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©ever had beftowed any favour. I beg that 
all thofe perfons will accept my grateful 
acknowledgments. In the prefent fitua- 
tion of things, I fear that I fhould injure 
them by being more explicit on this fub-; 
je£t : but I particularly exhort my fon to 
feek opportunities of making them a fuit- 
able return. I think, however, that it would 
be calumniating the nation to exprefs any 
fear of openly recommending to my foa 
M. de Chamilly and M. Hue, whofe 
fmcere attachment to me has induced 
them to (hut themfelves up along with 
xnie in this melancholy abode, and who 
have been frequently in danger of be- 
coming vidims tq their generofity. I 
alfo recommend to him Clery, w|th whofc 
attention I have every reafon to be fatis* 
iied fmce lie has been with me ; and as he 
has remained with me to the laft, I beg of * 
the commune to give to him my clothes, 
Kij books, my watch, my moniy, and all 
'the other effeds belonging to me whiclt 
iiave been dcpofited into the hands of 
the cQUftcil of ,. the commune^ 

10 "Imoft 
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** I mod willingly, pardon thofe who 
guarded mc for the harfhnefs of their con- 
duGtj and the conftraint which they thought 
necefTary to impofe upon me. I have found 
in the Temple fomc perfons of feeling and 
humanity : may they long enjoy that fe- 
renity of niind which fuch difpofitions na- 
turally produce ! 

** I befeech Meflrs. de Malefherbes, Tron- 
chet, and Defeze to receive mj moft grate- 
ful thanks and cordial acknowledgments 
for the pain and labour they have taken 
for me. 

** I conclude, by declaring, before God, 
being ready to appear in his prefence, that 
I do not reproach myfelf with any of thofe 
crimes which have been charged againft 
me. 

LEWIS/' 

TRENCHMEN, 

Such are the fentintents ^vhich hofy r^* 

gion mfpires^ tohofe faered altars you have 

permitted to be overturned I Such ^as the 

king who wa$ reprejknted to joh as a tyrant^ 

and 
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and whom you permitted to be murdered m 
your name ! '^ . 

How long are you to endure the greateft oj' 
all tyrannies ? How long are you to be con^^ 
Jlrained to celebrate^ as a national fejiivalytbc 
anniverfary of that execrable regicide *^ ' 

♦FRANCAIS, 

Tele font les fentimens qu'infpirc cctte religion faintc, 
dont VOU8 avcz laiflK renvcrfer les autels ! Tel fut le roi quoii 
yous a pemt comme un tiran, et que vous avez hdffi ai&iffiner 
en votre nom ! 

Jufqu'a quand ofera-t-on yous forcer a celebrerf comme uae 
fi^te nationalei i'amiivcr&ire de cet execrable regicide ? 
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CONCLUSION. 



THE French revolution is an awful lef- 
fon both to fovereigns and fubjeds. 
JWay the inftru£kion it conveys not be loft 
to the human race, who have purchafed it 
at the price of fo much blood; txor to 
France, whith it has plunged into fo much 
guilt ! May it teach kings, that benevo- 
lence, piety, and all the mild and amiable 
virtues which can adorn a throne, are not 
the qualities the moft efTe^ual for its 
Support ! JufUce and prudence to command, 
vigour and firmnefs in exa£ting obedi- 
ence, are the only virtues by which a fqve- 
reign can maintain his authority, and 
which can efFedually fecure him againft the 
dangers of a revolution. 

A king who is always juft, is fure to 
be fufficiently benevolent : but a benevo- 
lent 
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lent king is not always fure of being a juft 
one. 

May the people, admonifhed by our ca-^ 
lamities, learn to regard the government, 
under which they are born, as their moft 
invaluable property j as the fureft pro* 
te£lion of every thing that is dear to them! 
Let the experience of all ages, and of 
iall nations, convince them, that there never 
exifted a government free from abiifes ; 
that thofe to which they are accuftomed 
are the eafieft to fupport. Let them fee 
taught, that thofe ambitious, wicked, or 
mad perfons, who, under the fpecious pre- 
text of reforming abufes, (hall propofe a 
change in their government, will ever prove 
their moft dangerous enemies. It is to their 
infidious doctrines and diabolical machina- 
tions that France may impute the horrible 
cataftrophes and innumerable calamities 
which overwhelm and difgrace her. 

How ought fhe now to abhor thofe out- 
rageous apoftles of liberty and the fove- 
reignty of the people, who have never been 
able nor inclined to produce any other re- 

fult 



jio PRIVATj: MEMOIRS; 

fult from their doflarinea than licetitioufnefs 
and anarchy ! How ought fhe to abhoF 
thofe pretended reftorers of the rights of _ 
man, who have violated, with impunity, 
all thofe rights, atnd who have troddea 
imder foot the mod facred laws of huy 
inanity ! 

It would be a moil dangerous mifappre"* 
henfion of the nature and principles of our 
revolution which' fhould lead us to believe, 
that a horror at the crimes and misfortunes 
iT^ich have accompanied it v\rill arreft its 
progrefs. It is but too plain, that it itiU 
threatens all civilized nations ; and that if 
the governments and perfons of property 
©if every country, whom the fanaticifm of 
equality, liberty, and the fovereignty of the 
people h^ve not yet infeded, do not unite 
their efforts, by every poffible means, to 
counterad the effedis of this moral pefti-s 
lence, what has occurred to France will 
be only the firft fteps towards the gene^^al 
diforganizatipn of focial order. This pefti- 
'ience becomes more deadly and more dan- 
gerous than any phyfical calamity, becaufe 

it 
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it is more eafy to difguife its poifon, by im- 
puting all the crimes which have fuUied the 
French revolution to the ignorance and 
wickednefs of its authors. 

Sufficient attention has not been paid to 
the efficacy of th^ means which the dex- 
trous propagators of revolutionary dodrines 
have employed to render them feducing to 
the eyes of the multitude. With what hy- 
pociify and fertility of invention have they 
not employed all the charms of imagina- 
tion, enthufiafm, and eloquence ! With 
what art have they not combined all the 
paffions which have moft fway over man- 
kind — ambition, vanity, the love of inde- 
pendence, of riches, of power ! Is there a 
nation under Heaven, the majority of 
which is fuflSciently enlightened to refift 
fuch a bait, when employed with fo much 
addrefs, and prefented to each individual 
under the form moft likely to allure him ? 
How many worthy and well-meaning men 
have we not feen in France, who have al-^ 
lowed themfelves to be feduced by the idea, 
th^t a revolution of fome kind was ne(?efc 

VOL. III. I y fary 
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fary to give a conftitution to our mo^ 
narchy, which they were told was without 
one ; and which, by a chance the mod 
extraordinary, had exifled during a period 
of many centuries, without a conftitution ? 

To give to this paradox, equally dangerous 
and abfurd, all the force of a fimple and de- 
monflrated truth, our modern politicians 
have begun by eftablifhing, that a mo* 
narchical conftitution could not exift but 
by a great chaner, or by a folemn contract 
between the king and the people. The ne- 
ceiTary confequence of this ftrange diftinc* 
tion was, that France, having neither a 
great charter, nor a folemn contrad be* 
tween the king and the people, had no con« 
ftitution. 

This confequence is certainly the only 
one which occurred to the authors of this 
definition, or thofe whom it has deceived : 
but it prefents two others, equally incon- 
teftable, which well deferve attention. The 
Hrft is, that England, Denmark, and North 
America, being the only ftates which have 
a charter, or a folemn contrad between the 
6 people 
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people and the government ; all the others, 
which have exifted in profperity without 
it, from the beginning of the world to the 
prefent time, may ftill difpenfe with it The 
fecond is, that if it were demonilrated, that 
by the natural pxogrefs of civilization and 
philofophy, a government could not now 
fubfift without a conftitution, that is to (ky,^ 
without a charter, or folemn contrad be* 
tween the nation and the government, it 
follows^ of courfe, that the French revolu* 
tion muft pervade every countty, and over- 
turn every government, except thofe of 
England, Denn^ark, and North America* 
Thefe errors, which have been fo difaftrous 
to France, had not, however, the iperit or 
the danger of novelty. They have been 
long fmce refuted by Blackftone, in his 
immortal work oil the laws of England. 
The opinion of that celebrated lawyer and 
political writer, which has always been 
cited with veneration in England, may, 
with confidence, be oppofed to the fophlftry 
of our modern Solons. 

^ Y 2 «^ Not 
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, " Not that we can believe, with fome 
diicoretical lyriters^ that there ever was a 
time when there was no fuch thing as fo- 
eiety ; and that, from the impulfe of rea- 
ifon, and through a £bnfe of their wants and 
weakneflfes, individuals met together in a 
large plain, entered into an original eon-- 
trad, and chofe the tailed man prefent to 
be their governor. This notion of ana&u-« 
ally exifting, unconneded fiate of nature^ 
is too wild to be feriouily admitted. 

"But though focicty had not its formal 
beginning from any convention of indivi«» 
duals, actuated by their wants and thdr 
fears, yet it is the fenfe of their weaknefs 
aod imperffcftion that keeps mankind to^ 
geth^r. This den\onftrates the neccffity 
of union J which, therefore, i§ the folid 
abd natural foundfttions iind cnrigin d^ 
fociety. And this ib what we mean by 
$he original contr^a of fociety j which> 
though perhaps in no inftaiKe it has 
evet been formally expreffed at the firft in^ 
ftitution of a ftate, yet in nature and rea- 
fon mud always be underftood. and implied 
■ 7 ia 
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in the very aft of aflbciating togethef ; for 
when fociety is once formed, government 
refults of courfe, as neceflary to preferve 
and to keep that fociety in order. Upi- 
lefs fome fuperior be conftituted, whofe 
commands and decifions all the members 
are bound to obey, they would ftill remain 
as in a ftate 6f nature, without any judge 
upon earth to define their feveral rights, and 
redrefs their feveral wrongs. 

^* How the feveral forms of government 
we now fee in the world at firft actually 
began, is matter of great uncertainty, and 
has bccafioned infinite difputes. It is not 
my bufin'efs or intention to enter into any 
of them. However they began, or by 
what right focver they fubfift, there is and 
muft be in all of them a fuprenle, irrefift- 
ible, abfolute, uncontrolled authority, in 
which xh^jurafummi imperii^ or the rights 
of fovereignty, refide j and this authority 
is placed in thofe hand«, wherein (accord- 
ing to the opinion of the founders of fuch 
refpedive ftates, either exprefsly given, or 
cdlleded from their tacit approbation) the 
y 3 qualities 
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qualities requifite for fijpremacy, wifdom, 
goodnefs, and power, are the moft likely to 
be found."*-f-Vide JUlackftones Preliminary 
Dtfcourfe^ fpcoqd feftion, upon the nature 
of general laws^ 

" It is indifputable/^ continues the fame 
author, " that parliaments, or general 
councils, arc coeval with the kingdom it- 
felf." Yet it ,was not till the year 12 15 
that the conftitution of parliament, as it 
now (lands, was eftablifhed under the reign 
of king John, by the famous charter grants 
cd by that prince. 

It is not a little remarkable, (according to 
the teftimony of Blackftone, in the fame 
chapter,) that the execution of this folemn 
conftitution does not appear to have bcr 
gun till the year 1266, under the reign of 
Henry the Third. 

Thefe fails, and many others which the 
hiftory of E-ngland furnifhes, and ^hich it 
would be tedious to detail, mai^ifeftly eftaj^- 
blifli, in the firft place, that it is poflible for 
government to have a conftitution^ without 
hayiug a great charter. For many ages 

before 
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before the magna cbarta^ England had a 
king J confequently a monarchical go- 
vernnlent, and confequently a conftitution 5 
for a government can no more exift with- 
out a conftitution adapted to it, than an ef* 
fed can fubfift without a. caufe. 

Secondly, That a conftitution is not more 
ftable^ nor better executed, for being de- 
pofited in a charter ; for the charter of 
1 2 15 was not put in execution till fifty 
years afterwards, and even then in a very 
imperfedl: manner. King John, by that 
charter, promifed to fOmmon all arch** 
bifliops, abbots, earls, and greater barons, 
perfonally, and all other tenants in chief un-^ 
der the crown, by the iheriffs and bailiffs, to 
meet at a certain place with forty days' 
notice, to affefs, aid, &c. ; and king Henry 
the Third, by the fummous of 1266, 
mentioned by Blackftone, only calls to 
parliament knights, citizens^ and bur^ 
gefles. 

In the prefent conftitution of the parlia- 

•aent, the magna cbarta is only executed. 

•with regard tq the houfe of peers, becaufe 

y 4 the 
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the conTocation of lords fpiritual and t€m«^ 
poral neceflarily includes archbifhops, 
biihops, earls, and vifconnts : but the con- 
vocation of the commons does not incluae 
all who hold of the crown^ but only the 
citizens and burgefTes, fummoned by the 
ordonance of 1266. 

It is, however^ certain^ that a juft idea 
can no more be formed of the Engliflx go- 
vernment, fuch as it exifts at prefent, £rom 
n perufal of the great charter, than we 
could have a knowledge of what the French 
government was, previous to the revolu- 
tion, from the eapitularia of the fecond race 
of French kings, which were neverthelefs 
as authentic as the magna cbarta \ and fome 
articles of the fame capitularia were ftill in 
force when the revolution began. 

** The great charter,^' as Blackftbnc ob- 
ferves, *^ which was obtained, fword in hand, 
from king John, and afterwards, with fome 
alterations, confirmed in ];^arliament by king 
Henry the Third, contains very few new. 
grants ; but was, for the moft part, decla^ 
ratory of the principal grounds of the fun-. 

damental 
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damcntal laws of Engjlimd, afterwards con-- 
finned by the flatute called confirmatio 
cartarum^ whereby the great charter is di- 
re&ed to be allowed as the common law ; 
next, by a muldtude of fubfequent corro- 
borating ftatutes, from the firft Edward to 
Henry the Fourth ; then, after a long in- 
terval, by the petition of rights, which was 
a parliamentary declaration of the liberties^ 
of the peopjle, aflented to by king Charlet 
the Firft, in the beginning of his reign ; 
. which was clofely followed by the ftill mor^ 
ample conceffions made by that unhappy 
prince to his parliament, before the fatal 
rupture between them ; and by the many 
falutary laws, particularly the habeas corpus 
a&, pafled under Charles the Second, To 
thefe fucceeded the bill of rights, or decla«» 
ration delivered by the lords and commons 
to the prince and princefs of Orange, J3th 
February 1688, and afterwards ena^ed in 
parliament, when they became king and 
queen; which declaration concludes in 
thefe remarkable words : ^ and they do 
claim, demand, and infiD^ upon all and' 

fmgular 
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lingular the premifcs; as their undoubted 
rights and liberties.* And the a£l of par- 
liament itfelf recognizes * all and lingular 
tlie rights and liberties afTerted and claimed 
in the faid declaration to be the true, 
ancient, and indubitable rights of the 
people of this kingdom.' Laftly, thefc 
liberties were again afTerted at the com- 
mencement of the prefent century, in 
the afik of fettlement, whereby the crown 
inras limited to his prefent majefty*s illui^ 
trlous houfe ; and fome new provifions 
were added, at the fame fortunate ssra, for 
tetter fecuring our religion, laws, and li- 
berties ; which the ftatute declares to be 
* the birth-right of the people of England,* 
according to the ancient doArine of the 
common law." — ^Vide Black/lone^ booki. 
chap. i. qfa^lute rights ofindividuaU. 

It is npt then in the great charter, but in 
the entire body of the Englifli laws, that we 
muft look for the conftitution of England ; 
in the fame manner as the ancient conftitu- 
tion of France did not confift in the Salique 
I;iw, but was compofed o£ the capituhria^ 

the 
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the great ordonances iffued in confcquence 
of reprefentations of the ftat^s general, and 
in contrads or treaties by which particular 
provinces were united to the crown ; in a 
word, of all the laws which our kings 
fwore, at their coronation, to maintain. 
Thus the whole body of the laws by which 
a ftate is governed, determines the nature 
of its governmaR, and forms what is called 
its conftitution. Every other definition 
muft be founded in fophiftry or abfurdity. 
Thefe laws are equally facred and perma^ 
nent, whether they are depofited in a great 
charter, or exift independent of it ; becaufe 
the feal of fovereign power ftamps on all 
the fame degree of ftability and au- 
thenticity. 

The manner in which thefe laws are efta-' 
bliftied in pvery country depends upen the 
nature of their refpedive gdvernments, and 
always indicates the particular form of that 
government into which they are introduced ; 
for inftance, in governments purely "mo* 
narchical, fuch as that of France before the 
revolution, thefe laws proceeded from the 

king 
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king himfelf ; becaufe the right of making 
new laws, and of abrogating the old, be- 
longed infeparably to the fovereign power, 

with which he alone was invefted. 

» 

In mixed or limited monarchies, fuch as 
that of England, where the fovereign power 
refides in a parliament, compofed of king, 
lords, and commons, the laws originate 
from that parliament ; " fW," fays Black- 
ftone, " by the fovereign power is meant 
the making of laws ; foi* wherever that 
power r^fides, all others muft conform to, 
and be direded by it, whatever appearance 
the outward form and adminiftration of the 
government may put on ; for it is at any 
time in the option of the legiflature to alter 
that form and adminiftration by a new edici 
or rule, and to put the execution of the 
laws into whatever hands it pleafes : and 
all the other powers of the ftate muft obey 
the legiflative power in the execution of 
their feveral fundlions, or elfe the conftitu-^ 
tion is at an end," 

This principle is equally recognized by 
Montefquieu, and by all the political 

writers 
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wriiera whofe opinions are of any weights 
It is of the more importance to uhdcrfiaod 
it, becaufe the falfe confequences which 
have been deduced from it have produced 
the errors which led to the French revolu- 
tion, and the crimes which have accompa*- 
niedit. 

** Every government," it has been faidi 
^ in which the abfolute power of rtiaking 
new'laws, and abrogating the old, irefidesex- 
clufively and finally in the hands of one per- 
fon, is a defpotic government: but this is th<i 
very power which exifts in the kings of 
France; for any oppofition which may pofli- 
bly be attempted by the ftates general, or any 
reliftance made by the parliaments, can have 
Fittle or no avail, becaufe the ftates general 
can never aflerable without the king's 
leave, and he has the power of filencing the 
parliaments when he pleafes, by lettrei de 
, jujjionsy lettres de cachet^ or Itts dc jujiice. 
The French government, therefore, is in- 
difputably defpotic." 

I imagine I have ftatcd that fatal argu- 
ment in all its force, by which the ignorant 

or 



334 PRIVATE MEMOIRS- 

or perfidious detradors of our monarchy 
have endeavoured to prove that we were 
not free, that France had not a conftitu- 
fion, and that of courfe one muft be given 
to it, &c. &c. But by what inconceivable 
blindnefs has it efcaped obfervation, that 
this argument attacks all exifting govern- 
ments with equal force ; and whatever is 
their nature or form, declares them all to 
be equally defpodc ? In truth, no govern- 
ment ever has exifled, or ever can, in 
which an abfolute, fupreme, and inde- 
pendent poyv^er does not exiil, as Blacks* 
ftone has eflabliihed, in the pafTage al- 
ready quoted. The fame author moreover 
obferves, 

*' The cxclufive right of making laws 
conftitutcs that fovereign power, wherever 
it refides j that is to fay, when it is 
lodged in an aggregate aflembly, confifting 
of all the members of the community, which 
is called a democracy ; when it is lodged 
in a council compofed of felefl: members, 
and then is ftiled an ariftocracy ; or when 
it is intrufted in the hands of a fmgle 

perfon. 
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perfon^ and then takes the name of a mo«» 
narchy;" 

In thtfe three forts of governments the 
fovereign power is identically the fame: 
that is to fay, one, abfolute and irrefiftible, 
and in each poflefies the exclufive right of 
maldng new laws and abrogating the old ; 
therefore if this power conftitutes defpot- 
ifm, it follows, that all governments are 
equally defpotic, only with this difference, 
that in the democratic, it is the defpotifm 
of the multitude ; in the *ariftocratic, the 
defpotifm of a few ; and in the monarchic, 
the defpotifm of one man. In vain we 
change our form of government, we 
muft always find defpotifm, becaufe we 
find in all, the fame fovereign power, with- 
out which no government can exift. 

All reafonirig contrary tothefe incontdl- 
ible principles is founded upon the common 
miftake of perpetually confounding abfo- 
lute with arbitrary power; although the 
one is the eflentiai and neceffary attri« 
bute of every government, and the other 
their degradation. The fovereign power 
muft always be abfolute in every govern- 
ment 
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ment whatever. The moment it ceaies to 
be fuch, and finds a refiftance which it 
cunnot overcome, the refifling force be-- 
comes, in fa£t, the fupreme power, in- 
furredion annihilates legal authority, and 
the government no longer exifts. Arbi- 
trary power, or rather the arbitrary exer- 
cife of fovereign authoiity, conilitutes de^ 
i^otifm: but this arbitrary exercife of 
ibvereign authority is not to be con- 
founded with the power, eiTentially ar- 
bitrary, of making new or revoking old 
laws, as often as he, or thofe who are 
invefted with fupreme power, think it ne- 
ceflary or ufcful. It is of imporunce to pay 
attention to this diftindion ; for if the per- 
son or perfons fo invefted were not ex- ' 
clufively the fole judges refpefking the cir- 
cumftances which render one particular 
law preferable to another, it would be in- 
difpenfably t^eceflary that there (hould exift 
another fuperior authority, on whom that 
right fhould devolve, and then the fovereign 
power would neceflarily exift in that fupe* 
rior authority, which of courfe would poffefs 
the power, alwayp arbitrary ^ of making and 

revoking 
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tetoldng laws, bUt which, confidcred in 4: 
time point of vietw, cannot be called dc-^. 

I' jhall only obferve, in fupport of my 
opinion, that if the faculty, neceflarily in- 
herent in the legiflature, of enacting new. 
laws, and revoking, arbitrarily, the an« 
cient, was an attribute of defpotifm, the 
£Q{g^ifli governm€nt would then be, with^ 
out doubt, the moft defpptju: upon earth ( 
for there exift none, in which the legiflative 
|yower is more completely invefted witl| 
that authority. Blackflone has declared thl$ 
in the moft pofitive terms. 

** The power and jurifdi^ion of parlia* 
TOftnt," fays Sir Edward Coke, " is fo 
tranfcendant and abfolute, that it cannot 
be confined, either for caufes or perfons, 
within bounds. It hath fovereign and un- 
controllable authority in mating, confirm- 
ing, enlarging, reftraining, abrogating, re« 
pealing, reviving, and expounding of laws, 
concerning matters of all poffible denomi- 
nations, ecclefiaftical or temporal, civil, 
military, maritime, or criqiinal : this being 
VOL. III. 2 the 



Jj8 PRIVATE MEMOIRS. 

the place wjsrere ih$tibCo\utJs^ delpotic. 
power, which muft in all governments re- 
fide fomewhere, is entrufted by the coafti^'^ 
tution of thefe kingdbms. It can regulate 
or new-mode! the fticceffion to the crown ;' 
as was done in the reign of Henry VIII. 
and William HIl It can alter the eftabliflied 
religion of the land ; a^ was done, in a va- 
riety of inftanceft^ iti the reign of kifeg 
Henry VIII. and his three children. It can 
thange and create afrefli eten the confti^ 
tution of the kingdom, and* bf pariia:inent| 
themfelves; as was done by the Aft of 
Union, and the ieveral ftatutef for trbttnial 
and feptenhial eleftidns. It can^ in flibrt, 
^ every thing that is nof ilajtorally im- 
ipoffible.** .J 

Sir jVlirtthew Hate obfcrves, *^ ITiis 
-beiri^ the l^gheft artdigreateft ^©wr, ovw 
"which none other caft ^have juil^dlitm in 
the fcingdOm, if by any 151^311$' a* mifgo^ 
vemmeat fhould any *pay faH iipoA'^t, thfc 
fubjetSte of this Hngiiom' arelef^tWeh^t all 
manner of remedy." •- '"^ ^ - • 
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Thjg pewly-imagined diftindiion, made. 
hy Montefqmeq, betwixt the legiflative and 
executive power, which is regard^ ^y our 
iftodern politicians as one of the. moft va- 
luable 4ifcoverie3 of the age, appears' to me 
ifli a very different light ; t^e more 4.e^ply 
i haye examined it, the more I bpc^me 
convinced of its being a fourpe of errors, 
as dangerous as fubtle : their tendency i$ 
nothing lefs than the deftru<aiori of every 
government. It is upon this diftind^ipi* 
that our revolutioi\ary orators have reftecj 
all their declam^tipp, and eftabli{he4 the 
pretended principle, "thai^jhe Ipgiflative 
•^nd executive power, being in the. fame 
hand, conftituted defpotifm." Ear fronj 
daring to raife the fli^hteft doubt againft 
this affertion, it Jias h^en regarded as a fun- 
damental trqth, and, of courfe, the opinion 
has generally prevailed, that France^ where 
(bat unhn Qififtsy was therefor^ under the 
'fokfi ^d^pot^jn } aqd, th^ t|ie only means 
9f 4f liyering it from f\\^ fliaii9.eful /lavery, 
was to feparatjc th? legiflatiyie power from 
the execut^ye, by a line which peither 
z a could 
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could pafs, and by placing them in different 
hands ; but our experiencfe has taught, that 
as foon as this feparation, fo fimple arid in- 
nocent in theory, was put in execution, all 
the fprings of government w6re at once 
broken ; our ancient monarchy was (haken 
froni the foundation, the edifice fell in 
pieces, and tlie moft horrible anarchy was 
raifed on its ruins. 

Such will be the fate of all kingdoms in 
which the f^me dodrine (hall be cfta- 
blifhed ; for there is not a fmgle govern- 
ment (I will even venture to aflert that 
none can exift) in which the legiflativc 
and executive power are not in fome 
degree united in the fame hands, and 
ijearly in the fame proportion they 
formerly were in France} for this plain 
reafon, that no government can exift 
without fupreme power; and that what ^ 
eflentially conftitutfes fupreme power, is 
the right of -framing Taws, united to the 
power thait is neceffary to maintain their 
execution. In reality, when the legiflativc 
power, or rather that of making law?, h 
14 com- 
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completely feparated from the power of en- 
forcing their execution, it is no more than 
what belongs to every man of an upright 
underftanding, that of writing and publifh- 
ing precepts, which, when conformable to 
the principles of morality, and the law of 
nature, are adopted and followed by all 
reafonablc and good men, without their 
being conftrained to it. But it is not for 
good men that it is neceflary to unite 
the legiflative with the executive power, 
but for the too numerous clafs of unjuft 
and ill-intentioned men, who are to be re- 
trained from crimes only by the fear of 
punifhment; and therefore this union 
has ever been confidered as the neceC- 
fary bafis of all governments; for the 
primitive object of their inftitution was, 
to force individuals of every clafs to 
obey the eftablifhed laws for the general 
intereft. 

In order to render thit truth evident, it 
will be fuflScient to define what muft be 
pnderftood by executive power. 

23 We 
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Wc muft, in the firft place, diftinguifti 
executive power from its immenfe chain of 
intermediate agents, from the lord chief, 
juftice to the common hangman, who, in 
all governments, definitively exert the exe- ^ 
cutive power, or confummate its laft adt. It 
is to thefe agents that the funftion of exe- 
cuting the laws exclufively devolves ; and, 

• confequently^. the executive power, con- 
fidered as an attribute of fovereign power, 
confifts in a right to give to its agents thfe 
order of executing the laws ; in the faculty, 
of furnifhihg them with the means of en- 
forcing that execution, and the power of 
rendering them refjponfible for the execu- 
tion. 

Such is the juft and precife definition of 

, executive power. , It was in this manner 
that our kings exerted it in Fratice ; an:d 

, in this manner that it has been exerted in 
England, and in all governments whatever ; 
bdcaufe.it is impoffible tliat it can be other- 

•wife. ' ' 

If defpotifm was the confequence of 

joining the legiflativc power to the exe- 
^ cutive. 
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^cutive, fuch as I have defined it, TcouJd 
eafily demonftrate, that every exifting' gd- 

, vernment is deipotic. , ^ 

To begin with republics ; it is evident, 
th^t, in them^ thofe who make the laws, 
are the fame men who give to their agents 
the orders and means of enforcing and 
executing them. 

In England, where it is juftly boafted, 
that thefe two powers are Separated as 
muph as poffible, without endangering the 
fafety of the ftate, they are both, in reality, 
united in the hands of the king, nearly as 
completely as they were in France, though 
lefsfo in appearances j with this difference, 
that in England the plenitude of executive 
power is placed in the hands of the king 
without participation or obflacle j whereas 

' in France, the oppofition and remonftrances 
of parliaments^ andof the ftates of the pro- 
vinces, often Ikvpped the execution of the 

, laws, and fometimes caufed them to be re- 
voked or reftridsed. 

The king of "England canaot make 

laws J they.r muft be propofed to him 

Z4 .by 
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by the Houfe of Peers and Commons ; 
but no law can he eftabliflied but fuch 
as he approves, and gives his confent to ; 
his aflent alone can render it efficient; 
that is to fay, in England, as in France, the 
king 13 exclufively invefted with the ^ right 
pf exercifing that adl of fovereignty which 
cflentially conftitutes the fupreme power, 
namely, that of making a law valid by his 
aflent, which conftitutes the eflential part of 
legiflative authority; for the faculty of 
framing a law*, is not a political power* 
|n France, the king did not make laws 
more. than in England; they were ufually 
propofed to him by his council, and fome* 
times by the dates general, by the parlia* 
ments, or, by the ftates of the provinces : it 
may be faid, indeed, that in France, the 
minifters who cpmpofed the council, being 
nominated by the king, can have no oth^r 
yrill than his, and dare not refufe to draw 
up any law which he choofes to demand ; 
while, in England, the parliament, which 
|s \\ic pnly legiflative council, is compofed 

f Fafix dc8 projcts Aclou ^ 

of 
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bf the reprefentatives of the nation, either 
"hereditary or elective. But it may be an- 
fwered to this objedion, that the Englifh 
conftitution, whilft apparently reducing 
that part of the legiflative power which be- 
longs to the kiiig, fuUycompenfates itby 
the means of influence which is put in his 
hands. 

Thus in the prefent ftate of the Englifh 
government, the portion of legiflative power 
exerted by the king, is nearly as extenfive 
as that which the kings of France pofllefl^d* 
It is true, that if the parliamentary reform^ 
which has been fo often propofed, but is 
now deferred till peace, jQiouId it ever take 
place, a new order of things would be in- 
troduced, and the influence of the crown 
greatly weakened. But may it not alfo 
happen, (which God forbid !) that the in* 
tended reform may entirely overfet the go- 
vernment ! However that may be, in my 
opinion, there is no political truth more 
evident than this, that the profperity and 
fafety of a nation depends, and v^lU always 
di^pend| in the wife combination of the le^i^ 

latiVQ 
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lativc and executiye power in the hands 
of thofe to whom the fdvereign power is 
intruded, which confifls in the union, of 
the two powers. I have certiinl^ faid 
enough to prove, that their union nerer 
can produce defpotifm ; that, therefore, the 
fuppofed neceflity of feparsttidg them is a 
fyftem equally pernicious and ahfurd. 
The fame may be faid of thofe ideas and 
exaggerated fears of defpotifm, which we 
Frenchmen have had the fimplicity to be-, 
lieve inherent in the nature of our govern- 
ment, becaufe there were ftate-jwifons in 
France, and becaufe riiiniftets fometimes 
made an unjuft ufe of lettres de cachet ;. as 
if there were not ftate-prifons in the fredft 
countries ; and as if particular adts of ty- 

'fanny, by the agents of the executive 
power, which happen in every govern- 
ment, could alter their nature. 

With reipe^l to lettres de cachet j as lio 
law authorifed them, nothing was more 

i€£|fy than tohavie abalifhtld t^em irrevoca- 
tly,.on the requifition of tfe ftates general, 

:«^d: without altering the form pf the go-* 

.. " 13 ^ vernment; 
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Vfernment; but fear never reafons; and it 
was, in reality, the panic terror of defpot- 
ifm, which delivered up France to thou- 
fands of defpots more atrocious and ikn* 
guinary than any of thbfe whofe fcrimes 
have heen trahfmitted by hiftory. 

Defpotifm cannot be called a govern- 
ment, but rather an abtife to which all go- 
vernments are liable ; and perhaps it is lefs 
to be feared from thofe in which fovereign 
authority is in the hands of one individual, 
than In thofe governments where the fove- 
reign power is in the Kands of many. 

The beft conftitution is certainly that 
which is beft defended againft defpotifm, 
and which is provided with the moft eftec- 
tual 'means of reprefiing its ufurpations ; 
and, perhaps, the ancient conftitution of 
France, which is fo little known, and has 
been fo much calumniated, united thele 
two advantages in a degree that bught to 
iiave incited the thinking part of the na- 
tion with zeal to defend it, 

:^ Thefc 
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Thefe two propofitions arc of fo much 
importance as to require a fuller explana- 
tion. 

I have faid, that defpotifm was hb to be 
apprehended under the governpient of dnc> 
than under that of many. And I have cer- 
tainly faid the truth, if I can prove, that 
defpotifm can be more eafily introduced, 
more firmly eftablifhed, ^ud exercifed with 
greater violence under the government of 
many, than under that of one. In the firft 
{>lace, all nunkind are defirous of power 
and riches j thofe who are not in pofleflioa 
^f thefe advantages, wi(h to acquire them ; 
'and thofe already in poffeffion of them, en- 
deavour to augment what they bftve. 

Thefe pgiTipns, which have, with fome 
ihades of difierence, equally charadetifed 
men of every clafs, in every age and coun- 
try, may naturally be fuppofed to have le£s 
influence over the minds of princes, who 
are by birth poflefled of more powfer and 
riches, than others. It is in the pafliojis of 
men, but above all, in ambition and avarice^ 

that 



that we "ttiuft fearch for the caiife of cfcf- 
potifm. The ambitious man, invefted with 
a little power, is naturally inclined to uCt 
every means lawful, or unlawful, to aug- 
ment it. The avaricious man, if powerful 
enough to plunder the weak, will not fail 
to plunder them. The violent, the fevengci 
ful,.and the cruel^ exercife every aiS: of 
defpptifm to fatisfy thofe pafGons, provided 
that they are endowed with tkat energy 
and charafter requifite for defpotifm 5 for 
every one has not the power, of being de* 
fpotic who hajs the inclination to be fo. 
. The fame men, who, taken feparately, 
would haye an horror at the idiea of a fingle 
ad of defpotifm, when united, animate and 
embolden each other to perpetrate many 
without fcruple. Whether it is becaufe 
the refolution of each individual gains 
ftrength from that of the whole, or becaufe 
the more timid are certain of partaking 
equally in the additional power or riches 
refulting from fuccefsful afis of defpotifm, 
and of having an unequal (hare of refponfi^ 
bility iu the ads which are unfuccefsfuL 

If 
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If, $a I flatter myfelf, thefc prc^o^tipna 
are juft, it evidently follows ; 

id, That kings are, leis incli^d to def^ 
potifm than other men, b^caufe tj^cf are 
ncceflarily lejfe fenfible to tjje two chief 
paflions which kad to it, ip^mely, avaric^ 
and ambition. When I iay aqibition, I 
inean the love of power ; for a paflion for 
glory, the pnly oae becoming a prince, h^^ 
nothing in common with defpotifm.l 

ady. That a king cannot be a deipot uat 
lefs he unites the violent paflions which 
produce defpotifm, with the energy and in* 
ttepidity neceflary to put them in aSion ; 
while, on the contrary, in thofe govem^^ 
ments in which power is exerted by many, 
defpotifm atifes from this union x>f the 
paflions of fome with the energy of other& 
Accordingly we find in almoft every arifto?- 
^ctatic government a perpetual bias to. aug- 
ment its pmvfer; bccaufe the ftiare which 
falls to each individual, muft be in propor*- 
tron to the power of the whole. They, 
therefore, employ the authority which they 
have by law, in arrogating to themfelves 

what 



wfa|Ct ddes idiot ! legally belong to them, and 
then ufd the kgiflative power, by majfing 
fiew laws to fanfition their: ufurpatioas* 

It ftifey happen, however, that a weak: 
prince may have a very dfcfpotie minifter j 
our own hiftory furnifties a ftriking ex- 
aihpk c$f this; but,' for one man of the 
energy «f fcardioal Richlieu, how m^iny ia- 
i^antes have :we in • Firaiice of weak kiiags 
choofmg fo* tfheir minifters, men who are as 
weak and as incapafble of governing as 
them&lves. In this coiififts the great(^ 
dangdrof: all monarchical governments. If 
the cb&ricellor .Maupeou had remained in 
place, it is more than probable that the re* 
vc^utidl would not have happened, becaufe 
neither M* Maurepas nor M. Necker would 
haire been called to thie miniflry. 

ibdieve I liave.fufHciently demonllrated 
that a£ks of 4efpotifm muft ever be nU^tif 
frequent under the government of many, 
than Under Aat of one perfon ; and, con- 
fequently, that defpotifm can be more eafily 
introduced under the firft than under the 
fecond. * It alfo fupports Itfelf more perma- 
nently 
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nently in the former, becaufe the energy^ 
the paifions, and vices which produce dtf-^ 
potiCioa, are fo rarely united in the fame 
perfon, that it feldom happens thm one 
prince of a defpotic character is immedi-* 
ately fucceeded by ^tnother of the fame 
difpofition ; whereas^ this union exifts fo 
ftr6ngly in a numerous body of men, that, 
vfhin once poiTefled of defpptifm, th«y 
maintain it for a courfe of years. 

In Venice, for example, defpotifm kat 
exifted for ages ; whereas^ in Gonftanti^ 
nople, m^y fultans may be qucrt:ed, whofe 
reigns have not been fuUied by a fingle z£t 
of defpotifm. 

The French republic has but too well 
fiiewn, by its revolutionary tribunals} by ita 
requifitions, by the law of the maximum^ 
&c. &c. that under the government of 
many, defpotifm is more opprefiive th^ 
under the government of one. 

I have alfo afferted, " that it was 
more difficult to introduce defpotifin into 
the ancient conftitution of France than 
perhaps into any other ; and that which 

afforded 
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afforded the moft effeftuial ineans of re- 
preiSng any ati;empt to that purpofe;'* 
and I fhall neither be furprifed nor 6£. 
fended, if the proofs with which I Tupport 
my opinion, expofe me to the reproach of 
giving it with too much modefty. 

Let us firft eftablifh by general prin- 
ciples, and by indifputed fads, what was 
the nature of the ancient French govern- 
ment, and what were the general lawa 
.which coUeQively formed its conftitution. 

*' A monarchy," fays Montefquieu, " is' 
a government where one rules by fixed and 
eftabliftied laws." Hbt Spirit of Laws ^ 
book ii. cbap. !• 

" Intermediate, fubordinate, and depend- 
ent powers conftitute the nature of a mo- 
narchical government; the moft natural, 
intermediate, fubordinate power is that of 
the nobility ; it in foiflfs meafure belongs 
to the very effence of monarchy. Inter- 
mediate ranks are not alone fuflScient in 
monarchy : it is alfo neceflary, that there 
fhould be a feparate political body of men 
jntfufted with the prefervation of the laws, 
- VOL. III. A A and 
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^nd authorifed to prevent their being fof^ 
gotten or violated.'' Ibid. 

It is evidently tbe French monarchy 
which Montefquieu meant to define in this 
pafTage^ as there is no other in which the 
various charaderiftics, which (according to 
this wife author) conftitute a monarchical 
government, are fo completely combined^ 
In efFcd:, the intermediate and fubordinate 
powers it requires, exift, firft, in the dates 
general, the' nobles among which formed 
one of the three orders ; fecondly, in the 
particular flates of fome provinces; 
thirdly, in the parliaments, which were 
^fo intruded with the laws, with their 
promulgation, and with the duty of main- 
taining them when they were infringed. 

It is true, that the dates general had not 
been aflembled fmce the year 1614. The 
prefident Renault, who is much too la^- 
conic upon fo eflential a point of our hif^ 
tory, merely obferves, " that the particular 
affembly of the dates general of that year^ 
was the lad, becaufe it was found that 
thofe afFemblies were ufelefs." He miglxti, 

and. 
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and he ought to have fupported that 
opinion by arguments, in explaining by 
what means the parliaments, ever fiiice 
the meeting of the ftates general held at 
Blois in the year 1588, h^d been con* 
fidered, if not as the reprefentatives of the 
natiqn, at lead as its moft faithful and per-** 
manent organs, and fupplying advantage-^ 
oufly by their remonfirances^ ihe petitions 
{doleances) of the ftates generah It was in 
this point of view, that the order of the 
Tiers at Blois, declared formally in their 
cahierj that the parliaments were the ftates 
general in miniature *# 

This declaration, which was not then 
contradided by either of the two other 
orders, has been, inibme degree, fan^ioned 
fince, both by the acquiefcencp of the king, 
and the confent of the nation ; a tacit con« 
fent, it muft be acknowledged, but indif^ 
putably a real one, fihce the nation, aflem* 
bled by bailiwicks at the convocation of the 

t Les parlemens etoicnt dd luttr g^n^raux au petit pitd» 

AA 2 ftatts 
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ftate9 in 1614^ did not commiffion its dc». 
puties to proteft againft it. 

The right delegated, or at lead tacitly 
yielded to the parliaments, of enlightening 
the king by their remonftrances^ i^s^ m no 
way prejudicial to the right which the na-? 
tioQ had of aflembling ; and, accordingly, 
the ftates general were convoked imme- 
diately on the nation's expreffing that d^ 
fire by the voice of the parliaments, who, 
at the fame time, relinquifhed the powais 
with which they had formerly been in* 
veiled. 

This ftep, which was accompanied with 
the inccmfiderate declaration, that they had 
uforped thefe powers, revive4 t^ order of 
things which exifted bofpre the ftates of 
Blpis ; tfiat is to fay, thiat t^e c<ta no. 
; ^g^ regard the ccmvocation of th$ ft4tfi% 
as uielc(s( but, on the contrary, it ought 
immediately to follow the refloratign of 
Older and tranquillity in the kingdomi to 
afford the king an opportunity of concert- 
ing with the ftates general, fbme method 
• * 9 of 
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of atoidi&g the ificonviieniences ^hd dangeri 
of kflembling them too oft^i,^ and m order 
to^ re^efUblifliy oa a firm bafis, all the laws 
which proted liberty^ and fecure perfonft 
and property, precious and falutary laws^ 
fufficient to prevent the abufes of power 
and the horrors of anarchy. 

Thus, the intermediate and fuborcUnat^ 
powers which (acccKrding to Monte^uieu's 
definition) conftitute a monarchical govem^A 
ment, have alWays exifted in France, ^ithex* 
in the ftatea general, in the provincial 
ilates^ or in the parliaments. 

This laft, as I have already obferved, was 
aHa entrufted with maintaining the efta^ 
bliAied laws by which the ftate is governed, 
the fum^ total of which forms the con^ 
fiitution ^ for this is another eflential cha4 
raderiftic of a monarchical government* 
The eftabU&ed laws are akme obligatory, 
equally binding to the monarch and the 
filbjed, while the defpoc acknowledges no 
law but his will, and freqaently punifhes 
the crimfe of not gueffing it,' with as much 
feverky as that of infringing it whan 
A A 3 known. 
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ioiowh. This is what Blackftone dencv« 
minates making \^,v^ ex pqfi faSlo. 

We mud be careful not to confound 
this arbitrary and inordinate exercife of 
fuprfcmc power, which is the peculiar attri^ 
bote of defpotifm, with the neceflary power 
which governments of every country poC 
fefa, that of making new laws and abrogate 
ing the old. This faculty, whether exer* 
cifed by many, or placed in the hands of 
one p^rfon^ may produce errors and op* ' 
pieilive laws, but not defpotifm, -which 
always confifts in the arbitrary violation of 
exifting laws; and, therefore^ can have 
nothing in common with the faculty of 
making new laws. Hcrcf the two ftrongeft 
obje^ons, or at leaft the two moft fpecious 
which haVe been made againft our ancient 
government, occur. 

" There are not," it has been fwd, " any 
fixed laws in a date when.it depends on 
the will of the king to annul them, and to 
fubflitute others 5 but the king always poC- 
fcffed that right in France, and exerted it ; 
it therefore follows, that there were w 

fixecj 
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fixed laws in France j and confcquently ite 
government was not monarcKical; fitice, 
according to the definition of Montef<5[uleu, 
a monarchical government is that in which 
one perfon governs by fixed laws." 

" What fignifies fubordinate and depend- 
ant powers? Of what avail are thefc in 
France againft the will of the king ?" 

It is to be wifhed, that Montefquieu had 
been lefs laconic, in a definition fo import- 
ant, and that he had, at leaft, explained 
what he meant by fiixed laws : he could 
not, certainly, mean laws which could 
never be changed; for, in that cafe, hift 
definition of a monarchical government 
would be a grofs error. In efFefl:, the worft 
and moft abfurd of all governments would 
be, undoubtedly, that in which the laws 
had remained unchangeable from its origin, 
the conftant duty of legiflative ppwQr be- 
ing to purfue by new laws, and even aece* 
lerate the progrefs of civilization, ufeful 
knowledge, induftry, commerce, &c. &c. 
The manners of one age differ from thofe 
of another: new abufes call for new 
A A 4 means 
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means of repreffing them^ as Aew dxfea(fts 
call for new remedies. The legiflalor 
oi^ht to ftudy thefe variations until he 
becomes mafter of them, fo as to dire£t 
them for the public good. 
' Thefe inconteftable truths flicw the ab- 
surdity of the fyftem of fixed laws taken in 
the fenfe which is given to Montefquieu, 
by^ thofe who employ his definition of a 
monarchical government, in order to prove 
that France was not a monarchy. 

Th#re are, indeed, unalterable laws which 
the perverfity of man may violate, b;at 
which no power on earth c^n efface. Thefe 
immutable precepts, which may ,be re- 
garded as the fundamental laws of all go- 
vernments, the eternal code of the right 
of nations, which the Supreme Being has 
engraven on every heart, forms the bafis 
of what we call the moral or natural law. 

" This law of nature," as Blackftone 
obferves, *' being coeval with mankind, and 
dictated by God himfelf, i§ of courfe fupe- 
rior in obligation to ariy other. It is bind-^ 
ing over all the globe, in all countries, and 

at 
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at all times : no human laws are of an/ 
validity, if contrary to this; and fuch of 
them as are valid derive all their force, and 
all their authority, mediately or imme- 
diately, from this original." 

. But it could not be this facred law which 
Montefquieu had in view, it being equally 
unalterable in every form of government. 
He only adverted to pofitive laws, and no- 
body knew better than he did, that thefe 
ought to be and are in their nature re- 
vocable. Therefore, when he fays that 
a monarchical government muft be ruled 
by fixed laws, he can only mean, that thefe 
laws muft be endued with all the forms 
necelTary, in order to infure their execu- 
tion, until it is judged proper to repeal 
them ; and, alfo, that the obligations they 
impofe, ought to be explained with fuch 
precifion, as may prevent the poffibility of 
their fufFering any arbitrary extenfion or 
reflri€kion. Such was the monarchical 
government as it exifted in France, and 
fuch is the true fenfe of Montefquieu*s de-i 
finition* 

The 
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The fecond cbjedioh is not more diffl^ir 
cult to be removed ; in effeft^ it is fo much 
the cafier to conceive what is meant by the 
dependant powers in a monarchical govern- 
ment } becaufe that form of goverohient is, 
in its nature^ eflentially and neceflkrily exr 
clufive of any power whatfoevcr, equal or 
fuperior to that of the king ; from the mo- 
ment that the monarch ceafes to be exclii'-. 
fively invefted with the plenitude of fun 
preme power, the government ceafes to bp 
monarchical. 

But (it is faid) if thefe intermediate 
powers are fubordinate and dependent, 
what efFea can they have in oppoiition to 
the will of the king ? None, I admit j and 
it is fortuna^te that tliey have none, as long 
as he makes an advantageous ufe of hia 
lawful authority ; but they can produce ^ 
very powerful efFe£t when he abufes it^ 
In France, for inftance, the ftates general 
could refuft their confent to the taxes, 
which they confidered either as ufelefs ox 
too heavy : they could propofe new laW9» 
and demand the xgioxm, of abufes. It . 

would 
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would be afi difficult to cite an example of 
the refufal of a juft and reafonable demand 
t)f that kind, as to give an inftance of a 
tax being eftablifhed, in fpite of their 
withholding their aflfent. They had not, 
indeed, been afTembled fince the year 1614; 
but the royal authority, far from being 
ftrengthened by that (rircumllance, had 
been more fettered and reftrained by the 
continual oppodtion, and the rembnftrances 
of the parliaments. We cannot now doubt, 
that the French revolution arofe from the 
clrcumftance, that the royal authority had 
no longer fufficient energy to refift thcfe 
very dependent and fubordinate powers^ 
which have a perpetual tendency to dimi- 
nilh their own dependence and fubordina- 
tion. 

If they had taken lefs advantage of the 
ftate of weaknefs to which they themfelves 
had reduced the government, even the 
fatal deficit might have been pafTed over 
without any violent effed. We ihould 
then have had neither afTemblies of nota«« 
bles, nor of the ftates general, nor a re^ 

public : 
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pubKc: we Ihould now be in pof^ 
fefiion of all we haye loft. Even on the 
ftippofition, therefore, that the French irior 
narchy were to \>e re-cftablifhed, we, ought 
to be much lefs foUcito^$ to aijigisikeilt the 
ftrength of thefe interniediate powfers, than 
to put it under propicr i*egulation, and with 
wifdom and caution to afcertain its limits^ 
^ fo that they might affift the king without 
oppofing his legal authority. When thcfc 
powera are fo conftitirted, they beftow on 
monarchical government an ineftimable ad- 
vantage of which nd other is fufceptible* 
that of ere<Sing a powerful barrier againft 
oppreffive laws and abufes of authority of 
whatever kind. ' On this account I have 
already obferved, that defpotifm and ty- 
ranny are with more difficulty introduced 
under the government of one'^perfon than 
under that of »many; and, in reality, we 
find, in ariftocratic governments, that the 
jrioft tyrannical and arbitrary ads being 
cloathed with the legiflative ch^raftef, by 
the very power from which .they flow, are 
put into immediate execution, without the 

poffibility 
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poffibility of ufmg any legal means to pro- 
cure their repeal, or even their modifica- . 
tJLoa. The people have thten no choice, 
left betwixt paffive obedience and infur- 
. region ; and that laft refource of defpair or 
of crime often produces a tboufand tim^s 
more, evil than it can repair. 

Even in England — in that high-fpirited 
nation, which isfo enthufiaftically attached 
to its conftitution^ which it regards as the 
TOoft popular and free in exiftence, the 
pcotple, if loaded with oppreflive taxes, 
have no other means of expreffihg their 
difcontent but by petitions, (always inef- 
fectual againft a bill once pafred,)vby fruit- 
lefs declarations of pamphleteers, and, 
finally, by infurredion. 

It is true that that extreme refource i^ 
there attended with kfs danger than elfe- 
where, either becaufe the minifter necet 
farily having the majority of the parlia- 
meat in his favour, his party muft always. 
be the ftrongeft, or becaufe the greater part 
of the nation, being convinced that by their 
XQprefentatives they exercife a portioa of 
• . ' the 
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the fupreme power, do not choofe to ret oft 
againft their own authority, or to deftroy 
that which they confider as their own 
work. But although there does not exiff: 
in England, an intermediate power betwixt 
the people and the fupreme authority ex- 
erted by the parliament, compofed of king, 
lords, and commons, this government has 
other very valuable advantages ; namely, 
that of lofing nothing of its original vigour 
under the weakeft prince, and in having 
nothing to fear from the incapacity of mi- 
nifters. During the reign of the weakeft, 
as in that of the moft able monarch, the 
reins of government conftantly remain in 
the hands of the chancellor of the exchequer, 
who is always a man of the firft abilities 
in the kingdom, and who, having the nomi- 
nation of the other minifters, never fails to ap- 
point fuch perfons as he thinks moft capable 
of fupporting his meafures. Unfortunately 
it was not fo in France. Intrigue and fa* 
vour had the greateft influence, not only ill 
the nomination to employments, but even 
ifi the choice of minifters^ becaufe the king 

had 
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liad no means of weighing the merit of 
thofe who were prefented to him. From 
thence proceeded that rapid and deftru^ive 
fucceffion of bad minifters which occafion- 
ed the diflblution rf the government. Thia 
was one of the moft confiderable and per- 
nicious abufes which, through the weak- 
nefs of government, had crept into our an- 
cient monarchy ; and the prefent revolu- 
tion is the fatal confequence. 

It would be eafy to prov^ that it broke 
out exadly at a period when almoft all the 
important offices of date were filled by men 
of incapacity. But thisabufe was by no 
means inherent in our ancient conftitu- 
tion ; it wajf, on the contrary, fo foreign 
to it, that until the end of the fifteenth 
century the appointment to the important 
place of chancellor of France was made by 
the king, from a lift of three perfons ele^ed 
by delegates fj^om all the fovereign courts 
0f the kingdom, chofen for that purpofe j; 
and in each of thefe courts the appoint- 
mejat of prefident was. made by the king, 
£rom 2k lift of three perfons chofen by the 
kcinb^rs of thofe courts. It would have 
10 ' been 
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been cafy, notonly tore-eftablilh this form, 
but infinitely to tmprove it, by extend* 
inglt to all ofEbes ; dividing them into va- 
rious claJTes, and eftablifhing among them 
neceflary gradations. This, if wifely con- 
duced, would have prefented to men of 
merit a fair profped of gradually attaining 
the moil eminent fituations, without any 
other proteftion or recommendation but 
thofe of talents arid of virtue, l know very 
well that intrigue and cabal have often had 
too much influence in the ancient manner 
of election tooflSces : but this inconvenience 
would no longer be to be dreaded, if mini- 
fters were fubjefted to a rigorous refponfi- 
bility, and if all eledtors who made an in- 
different choice fliould be deprived of the 
privilege of ele£ting for a certain time j and 
all who made a bad choice {hould be de- 
prived of their vote for ever *. 

If the law^ which fhould eftablifli this 
important improvement were, at the requi- 

* I only mention this idea of M. Makfherbes ; the comn 
plete iUuftratfon of it requires a detail too cxtenfive to have"^ 
a place in this work. I rcfervc that talk for fpmc fii^WT 
period, when it may be fulfilled to the advantage of mf 
country. • * 

fitipn 
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iition of the ftates general, dedarbd to be 
irrevocable, and if our kings were obliged 
to take a folemn oath, at theif coronation^ 
never to infringe it, the adminiftratioi> 
would always be corapofed * of the ableft 
men of the nation, and all public empldy- 
ments would be filled by men of talents aiid 
integrity. By this means we fhould ac- 
quire the principal advantagesnof the Eng^ 
li£h conftitution, with this effential differ^ 
ence, that in England this advantage only 
exifts with regard to the nomination of the 
prime minifter j whereas in France it would 
extatid to all public offices, without except 
tion. One neceffajry confequence df this 
law would be to overturn the chiief abufes 
which time* intrbduced into our ancient 
government, under which we Jived for 
fo many ages ; and which, in fpite of the 
vices imputed to it, niuft have been well 
fuited to the charafter and genius of the 
French nation, fmceit fubfifted for fuch a 
length of time. It is,, however, with this 
fame government that fome orators, equally 
ambitious and imprudent, have endea- 
voured to difguft us, in order that we 
VOL. Ill, B B might 
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might adopt the £ngUfli conftitutioit, or s 
goYemment with pe^manei^ afiembiks; 
becaufe this form offered to their felfifli va- 
mty and ambition^ fituationsto which their 
talent for fpeaking might raife thenu 

Whatever are the advantages of the 
Uritiih conllitution, k muft be confeffed that 
it has only fnbfifted, fueh as it id at pre-- 
jent, one hundred and eight years ; there*' 
fore it is not abfolutely demonftrated that 
there are not feeds of deflxu£tion coi^mi^ 
in the very nature of it. I am willing^ 
however, to believe, that this conftitutiito 
will fland its ground unihalaen for ages i 
aAitl am convincedi that noform of .go* 
vernment could be more fuitabid to the ge*- 
nius of the Engiifh nat^n : birt Tarn alfa 
convijneed, that there is none le&xonform- 
able to that of the French ; uni^ft it could 
be proved, that the climates of Engknd i»Eid 
France are the &me,. and .tftat there is no 
di£E^eBce in the maimerft/^ cbarai^rsi aoil 
tempers of thefe two-. naticaisj;fi>ri it ha* 
been univerfally acknowledgedy and com*- 
mon fcnfe indicates, tlmt the •Jaws of a. 
fowntoj canii^ be gocd^.joAJfafsv thi^.ar^ 

a4tafTfed 



ft^pted to the peculiarities abo^e' enumc^ 
rated. 1( the Eilgiifh coilftitdfidh tret 
comes to be adopted in France, the confe-* 
quences are not difficult td be folfelcen* 

The French have too mddh vivacity and 
petulance to be capable of carrying on a 
cold methodical difcuffion upon kny fubje^ 
whatever. Ten or twelve*, even of the 
Wifeft and moft judicious, cannot continue 
a converfation, on any inte^feffing f£(b}e(St^ 
for a quarter of an hour, withcnit -a degree 
of heat, which affumes the appearance, and 
Sometimes the nature, of a quarrel ; all of 
them fpeaking at once, and all being more 
capable, and much more inclined; to fpealc 
than to liften : but inftead of ten or twelve 
fpeakers, if there are a greater number, the 
difpute will be proportionably more loud 
and violent. It mull be ftill far worfe in a 
houfe of commons, or in a national affem- 
bly, cbmpofed of deputies from the whole 
kingdom ; becayfe m all popular meetings, 
thofe who fpeak moft or beft are always cer- 
tain of having moft votes : f(j that the par- 
liament of France wQuId be compofed of 
the greateft talkers in the nation, jand would 
B B a necef-. 
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neecflarily be extremely tumultuous^ for 
there never exifted a numerous aflembly hi 
France which was not tumultuous. 

It is impofTible to exped wife laws from 
the deliberations of fuch a parliament, be- 
caufe the geniu^ requifite to conceive 
them, the reflexion to combine them, 
are incompatible with precipitation and 
paffion. The country, of courfe, would 
be involved in fome new and fudden cala- 
mity* But on the fuppofition that fuch a 
parliament could be kept in order by the 
means of influence and corruption, the enor- 
mous additional expence which would be the 
confequence of that fyftem, would require 
iuch an additional taxation as would be moft 
opprefllve to a nation like France, which has 
not the prodigious refources that England! 
(derives from h^r commerce j therefore thefc 
taxes would unavoidably be raifed upon 
land, and iipOn the immediate neceflTaries 
of life J fot after the devaftation and ruin 
of the devolution, it will be long before 
much can be produced by taxes on IuXtify» 
It muflt alfo be eonfidered, that France, 
from its utuation, being forced^ in time^ 
8 of 
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of peace, to keep up a ftanding army, eight 
times more numerous ths^n that of Eng- 
land, requires larger funds, not only for 
th^ regular expellees of this army, but alfo 
to allow for peculation j an abufe which will 
undoubtedly be tolerated, becaufe military 
employments being the principal means of 
influence poflcfled by government, it could 
not reftrain the profits annexed to them^ 
without diminifhing that influence... 

If thefe confiderations have not fufficient 
weight to make the enthufiafts of the Bri- 
tiih conftitutiori renounce their defire of at- 
temptiilg its eftablifliment in France, it , 
Would beeafy to demonftrate, that Ihe 
never will be in a fituation to. defray jthe ex- 
pences of fueh an experiment. Let us 
fuppofe, contrary to. all probability, that 
the Englifh form of government Ihould, 
upon its introdudion into France, immedi- 
ately acquire the fame degree of vigour and 
ftability which it only attained in England 
by the improvements 'which experience 
fuggefledj even Iq that cafe the annual ex- 
pence of adminiftration, at the fame rate 
B B 3 which 
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3frl}iQh }t 9ofta in Engjaxijcjf with piore th^^ 
double (he esit^nt of territory ^nd populs^* 
tion, andaij arn^jr" eight times n^ofe *nu« 
gierous^ would amount t,Q abov^ forty miK 
lipjas fterling} th%t.i?^ sjorg than doubJo 
the anpiial expeiice of goyeroment before 
the revolution {'a&d, ^ is but too evident^ 
fh^t France is ^npt ia a fitu^tion to fupport 
fuclj'jaiji esKpence^ ,Aij ideaof ever efta-* 
blifhing.. the Britifli^coniJiitution ^11 that 
cpuritry niuft thpreforc be KPf^O]XTxccd*. 
.:.>jVhatgQV9rnaw5pt, th^a^ is,b,#gt|gd fqr 
J'raqx;e ? There is oply 91}? — th^f ^ x^jidex 
■which it flpurifhed during the courfe of fo 
xnapy ages j that whi^Ji l\s prefent. cflanw?^ 

" ^"Fof the'fcrviceof theyear 1785, the B^Jt^ parKament 
4ecfee4/cp:thearmy| pctSfkwi^d 0(18,^5301611, the fup^ of 

jr. 2,286,263 

Fottbc^infflcry-' • •%'^' \$so'fitS 

Total 2,637,0^3 .: * 

An! aitny :Hgl>t: tfihes more nimigfoUs, wouli flmottot to 
1444^4 nyexkx ^^ the expe^ce w<^idd aiQoiipt^9 the fumof 
2 1 ,096,344 1. ; tRat is to fey, 52 7,408,600 Kvres, 

The expends (k a repufeh'can ferai of government being 
nior^ con^i^able than thofe jof ^^piaparchi^:?^!* France is left; 
able tq fuppbrt thep. It has not hitherto, and never will be 
able,' bat l5y Vuining a& the mome4 men by oonttnnaibsnfe^ 
ruptcies, and Idl the landed ^n by enof{^onf» tai^o^^ 

. . II . ties 
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ties perpetually recall to out faddewd rre- 
XQcmhrancQ ; and m which the ii^refiilifote 
^c^ of ^ time, and events mtift brings us 
baick/ Sooner or later. May the prince 
Svhb^iS'' called apon to revive this ancient 
coii(Htution fecure its (lability by a folemn 
gnd'arreyocable law, which may for ever 
prev^xit Its being expofed to the danger 
which inceflantly threatens all monarchies; 
namely, that qf perifhing under a weak 
adminiftration ! That falutary law^ of 
*rhich the revolution pointed out the ae- 
eeffity, and which, will become the paila^ 
dium of every monarchical ftate wherein it 
ftiall be adapted, will conlift, principally; 
in admitting to all offices of adminiftratiotl 
none but men who are generally afcknowi 
ledged to be capable *of fulfilling them, by 
having difplayed talents and merit in infcrio? 
fituations. This law, by obliging minifters 
to a rigorous reiponfibility, would efFeft- 
iially prevent the abufes of the old govern- 
ment. France would then te truly regenei 
rated, and might hope„ Irf fom'e degreei td 
repair her difafters, and to fee peaceful and 
B B 4 . happy 
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happy days under a king^ whofe pow^r to 
do good would be unlimite4» and who 
would be deprived of the means of doing 
ill ; for there is no degree of profperity 
which may ncit be promoted by a king, 
feconded by able and well-inclined mini- 
fters ; and what evil }iaa he in his power, 
with minifters who are inevitably refpon* 
fible for whatever evil the king fhall do ? 
Their wifdom, difcernment, and firmnefs 
would preclude the effeds of the weaknefs 
and even the vices of the monarch j by their 
dextrous management, the violence of 
his ch^after would, in the eyes of the 
people, appear energy ; his weakness, mo- 
deration ; his avarice, economy ; an4 his 
profufiop, liberality. 

^ Under fo happy a government, the love 
of Qur kipg ^nd of pur country, fentiments 
which, whj^n they were linked together, 
were ftrongly felt by Frenchmen, but 
which are now annihilated in confequencc 
f>f being disjoined, woul^ revi[Ye in every 
^reaft, and all the feeds pf feditipi^ and re-! 
volution would be blafted for even 
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J^ttre de M. Bertrand de Moleville^ ci^ 
devant mini/ire de la Marine y au Prefident 
de la Convention Natianale. 

** Londrea, le 6 Novembre 1792. 

" Monfieur le Prefi^ent, 

" /^^^^^^ ^^ ^^0^' d^ refifter II Tpp- 
V/ preiTion emporte ncceflairement celui 
de la fuir, lorfque tous les moyens de refill* 
ance font aneantis j comme il ne repugnc 
pas moins a mon caradere, qu'a mes prin- 
cipes de fuir mes ennemis, et de deferter ma 
patrie ; je m'emprcfle de denoncer moi- 
meme a la convention nationale^ mon ab- 
fence momentance du royaume, et les cir- 
conftances imp^rieufcs qui Font rendue in- 

difpenfable ; 
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difpenfable ; elles font detaillees dans Tade 
dont la teneur s'enfuit ; 

•* *L'an 1792, et le II Odobre. Nous 
Antoine^Fran^s %rtraad ^ J^leTille^ cl^ 
devant minlHre^d'etat audeparteoDkent de la 
marine, ayant eprouve, de la part de tous 
les oflSciers -poMfcs "atixqnets nous nous 
fommes adrefles, le refus le plus formel de 
retenir et expedieraucun afte denptre vo- 
lonte^ dans la crainte de fe compromettre, 
atfeftdu les circonfpinipes, avpnsredig^ et 
^crft de tibfi^ ift^lhj la declaration fuivante, 
pour fervir et Valotr ce qiie de raifon, eri at- 
.te»fi»nt.qMCJ^t;fft,,ppfition nous permette 
de lui donner lu^for^e plus aiitheiitique. 
,." *Objetd*upg perfep,tio»au^^ip]uftc 

reprocher la ^ute I^e pluslegere, et Ouand oa 
n*a pas Tombre d'uAe preuve a jn*oppofer j 
, reduit a. me cacher^ depuis plus de deux 
xnois, pour-fouftraire ipa tetc au fer des af- 
faffins, je^ . deypis efperer, fans doute^ 
qu apri^s iin auffi long terme leur rage 
feroit ?nfin 'appaifee : .mais I'heureux. ha- 
. . . ., • fard 
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far4 qui fiCtn a preferye, n'a fait que rir* 
liter encore davantage. Non content de* 
attentats diriges centre iina perfonne, et ex-. 
erce$ conjee uwa prpprietes, le comite dc 
furyeiilance de lacomjnune n*apas b^d^iice 
k f^ire^arreter me$ deux fr^ces, fans pr^uv^^ 
tjnB. wdicgs, Jan3 denoticiationquelcoriquei 
et ^ 1^9 faire jetter dans Ifes^cacbot de VAb^ 
bayf et de la Force, quelqtiejj jours avant 
Tepaqye fixee pour le. maiTacre des priibii;* 
niera ; et fur les repref^Eitations que le plus 
j^une des deux eflaya de faire contre Tillrf* 
galite d'un emprifbntiemcnt fens motifs, Id 
cdmmiflaire qui Tinteifrogeoit oia lui Mre 
'Cette rqponfe revoltante : Les gens <afe vdri 
^^ct ont aj^ nfi des iettres-de^acba du 
d^potifine^ il eft temps, qu Us connotffsnt ,k$ 
Uttres-dc'Cacbet populaires.' Heureufement 
1/e peuple, inoins altere de mon fengt 
H^eme dan$ rafireufe journee du 2 Septem-? 
bre, a eu la juftice d'epargner Ic ^g de 
ines freres^; et.de proclamer ieur innoceopen 
]\les enaemial, trofmpes en,cote\inef<Ji$dan» 
leurs .pfpcran(5es honiitid^, 'oxU fait une 
n^uy^Ue tenta^ve, dpnt rhoi^ibl^ fucces z, 

mis 
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mis le comble k moii malheur ; ils ont^ tout 
rccemment, faire m^ttre le feu an chateau 
qui etoit la principale habitation de ma fa- 
mille ; tous les litres, m^ubles, et efFets qui 
y ^toiefit renferiiies, ont ete la proie des 
flamraies ; et mon malhcureux p^re^, devore 
par le chagrin que lui caufoit la pofition 
critique de hs trois enfans, n'a pas pu re- 
fifteraxsette dernier^ cataftrophe: peu de 
jours apres en avoir re^u la pouvelle, nous 
avons appris que la mort venoit de^nous 
ciilever ce vieillard,. moins refpe£kable en- 
core par fon age, qije.par fea vertusi . 
' ** * Accable fous.le poids de tant de ca- 
iamites, et ne pbuvant pas fupporter Tidee 
d'etre meme innocemment la caufe d'un 
edi6c auffi.confidcrable dans la fortune de 
mes freres, je n'ai pas du balancer un in- 
ftant a prendre le feul parti qui puifle les en 
dedommager : en confequence je leur ai dejk 
declare, et je leur declare et notifie de nou* 
veau, par le prefent a£te, que je renonce, 
formellement, a la fucceiEon de mon p^re, 
en quoi qu'elle confifte ou puifle confifter ; 
et que je don«e mon confentement^ pur et 

fimple^ 
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fimple, a ce qu'elle folt partagee entre eux, 
conformement a la loi, comme fi je n'exift- 
ois pas : et attendu qqe ma pbfition adtuellc 
me prive dc tous les moyens de donner a 
cette declaration TautlienticUe neceflairc 
pour en affurer la validite, parce qu'aucun 
notairc n'ofe me prcter fon miniftere, dani 
la crainte de fe compromettre j et que la 
fucccffion de moa pcre etant ouverte depuU 
plufieurs jours, ne pent pas refter plus long- 
temps en fufpens, je promets et m'oblige 
d'aller chercher, le plutot qu'il me fera pot- 
fible, dans une terre etrangere, mais non en- 
nemie, un officier public qui veuille recc- 
voir le depot du preTent ade, que je ter- 
' min? par la declaration folemnelle, que loin 
de vouloir abandonner ma patrie, ou je laifle 
tout ce qui m'eft cher pour garant de mon 
re tour, je ferai tres-emprefle d'y rentrer, 
auffitot que Timpunite des plus granda 
crimes n'y fera plus regardee comme unc 
des prerogatives de la lib^rte. 

" * Fait a Paris, le jour et an que defTus : 
€t copie du preffent, ecrite et figne de ma 
main comme i'original, a etepar moiremife, 

le 
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k dh jour, i mes deux frSres, en attendant 
rexp^dition cti forme, que je letir enverrai 
incefTamment. 

(Signe) De Bertrand/ 

** Prefle dc femplir un engagemetrt auffl 
iacr^, et defirant d*aillcurs, dcpuis long- 
temps, de connoitre une nation fage, heu« 
retife, juftc, et vraiment librc, je fuis parti 
pour TAngleterre. Mon premier empreffe- 
nient, en y arrivant, a ^te de faire expedier, 
en forme authentique, par le notaire de la 
legation de France, ma renonciation a la 
fucceflion de mon pere, ft de FadreiTer k 
mes freres. 

** Tcls font les feuls motifs de mon de- 
part. 11 eft afle2 evident en efFet, que, fl 
les inquietudes les plus fondees fur ma 
ftiretc perfonnelle avoient ^te capables de 
me determiner 4 fortir du royaume, je 
a'aurois pas diffcrc a^ffi long^temps de p#o- 
fiter des memes idioyem que je vxens d'em- 
ployer, et qm ont toujours etc en mon pou- 
Toir ; car j'ai ^te inftruit, dans le temps, d6 
toiis les mouvemens qa'of^ s'eft ^mnes, dei 

recherches 



re^fejBrqJieft fans »9nil?re qui opt et;j$ f«t|efi 
pOur decouvrk le lieu de ma T^^pit^^^n^ 
tacher de nie conftituer prifor!n^?r,.foit k !» 
Force, foit a Abbaye, foit a Orleans, ayan^ 
Tcpoque. a jamais execrable du a Sep^ 
tembre^ . * 

" Quel peuit done etre le motif d'ua 
acharnement aufli perfeverant? C'eft eft 
qu'il eft difficile d'expliquer quattd on coii^ 
fidere que les perfecutions fans ceffe renaife 
feutes que j'ai eprouvees pendant mon mtr 
nift^re, n'ont pu produife qu'un nicmc^nf, 
dont toutes lea preuves avoient pour baXip: 
unique trois aflertions, demontrees f^^ufles- 
par les pieces meme du rappori, ajnfi quc^ 
je Tai conft;ate dans mon compte: (page 5. 
et fuivantes) j et ce memoire^ adreiTe au ;roi 
par.lj'aflTemblee nationale^ avoit pqux abjct* 
de prouvp^ ciue. jene raeritois pas la aojifi^ 
anpe d^ la natipn, quoique cette propjqfkioa> 
eut 4th, foxmellement rejettee, h . yeiile^ 
pav^un decret rendu apres un appel nominal • 

" S'il pouvoit refter encore quelquea^ 
doutes fur mon irreprqchabiKt^ j'oi« diDs , 
qu'ils feroici^t toys Ifgy^^s p^r le d&ret m6me7 

d'accufa- 
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d'accufadon, rendu le 16 Aout dernier^ 
contre les perfonnes qui occupoient le mi« 
niftere le 1 1 Novembre precedent^ et par 
confequent contre moi. Ce decret eil 
fbnde uniquement fur quelque« enoncia* 
tions auffi vagues qu'iniiguifianteSy ha« 
£u'dees dans un bulletin anonyiney apor 
cryphe, et d'une ecriture inconnue, qu'on 
dit avoir ete trouve chez le roi, dans la 
joumee du 10. II fkut etre bien pur, et 
bien exempt du moindre tort reel, pour 
obtenir Thonneur d'etre accufe d*un delit 
imaginaire, fur une piece fi ^videmment 
ihdigne de foi fous tous les rapports, 
que, devant le tribunal le plus rigoureux, 
elle n'auroit pas meme la confiftance du 
plus leger indice. 

•* Je ne me diffimule pas neanmoins, que, 
dans le moment terrible oii les loix etoient 
fans force, la juftice fans miniftres, et Tin- 
nocence fans appui, ou le peuple^ croyant 
voir par-tout des confpirateurs, ou dcs 
traitres, ne refpiroit que vengeance, un de- 
cret d'aCcufation, violemment provoque 
par les clameura des tribunes contre 

plufieurs 
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plufieurs miniftreis, pduvoit efare cOilfider^ 
comme un mcyen d'appaifer rcffervef- 
f ence gciierale. Je coflvietis auffi qtle les 
m&mes drcoilftances s'oppofdient egale- 
ment att fuccis des feclamatioils ^Ue j'a- 
dreiTal au cotps legiflatif, contre ce decret, 
quatre joiirs aprds qu'il eut ^t^ rendu ; 
mais aujburd'hui que le fetablilTement de 
Tcmpire de la juftice et dcs loiic eft ardem- 
ment defir6 pat tous les citoyens ; que Ic 
peuple, indigne des €czits dans lefquels il a 
et6 entfalne, attend et follicite la punition 
des fc^lerats qui ont abufe de fa confiance, 
au point de le rendrc Tinftrument de leuc. 
barbarle, de leurs v^ngeanced perfonnelles, 
ou de leur cupidit6 ; il n'eft pas poflible 
qu*un decret d'accufation, determine, ar- 
rache'par des circonftances toutescontraires, 
foit maintenu, non-feulement parce que ce 
feroit confacrer une injuftice revoltante, 
mais parce que la dignity de la nation 
Ft^ngdfe ne permet pas i fes reprtfentans 
dUntenter en Ton nom une accufation capx- 
tule fur des foup^ons vagues et denucs de 
C&of djpdce de preuve. L'abus le plus 
V0£. III. c c efirayant 
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cSr^jant que les membriss des aflemblees 
i)atiDnale$ pourroien^ faire de leur non« 
rei^niabiiitey feroit faas doute ^^k jouet 
impiinement par des decrets d^tkCcufaliQn 
pen reflechis, de I'honQoyr et de h liberte 
des citoyen$^ on peut'm6|a^ dire> de teur 
vie, apre^ ks mjifffu^ree ^m nombre, dsomt le 
fbuveiiix homblefovUl^ra .eterxieUemeat }a 
m6aidiTQ des d^rnien moiQens de resilience 
de Ulegiflatureprecedeftte. Dequels regrets, 
de queU remords ne.dc^veftt pas etre tour- 
mentes ceux defes njetnbrf&qiji, pour avoir 
trop le^ei^ment proyoque desdecrets d'ac? 
cufation, ou concourupa^^jlefir fufBragie a Iss. 
faire pafitr^ ont k fe y^rocher4'avoir de- 
vow 4.U mort la pips at^qoe, une infi»iie 
de vifUmes, doot ^q|j(^}qvid^uncs f^tm^ni 
abfpliupeat ianocentes, et dont le iglm 
^rand nombre n'awpit jama^ pu etire 
cpndamne a une peine capital^, 4'^re$ le 
litre meme de raccufatioji I . ..i; 

*f Eermement convaincu-que k .cQaYiSB- 
tion nationale ne voudra-pisp s^expqfer.il, 
de^ femblables , regrets^, j*ai llhoBpeuir dC: 
vou^. adrefler Qics reclamauqns coiitre^ il^ 
- r 6 .: Jecret 
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idecret du 16 Aoiit j et je vqus pric, Mon- 
iieur/ de lea mettre fous les yeux de Taf-' 
femblee* J'ofe efp^rcr qu'elle y aura 6gard ; 
et afin qr^e me$ ennemis ne puifTent pas 
J mettre obftacle en renouvellant les incul- 
pations calomnieufes qui ont fervi de 
motif a toutes les vexations qu'ils m'ont 
fait eprouver, et particuli^rement aux 
recherches auffi violentes qu'infrujftueufes, 
qui ont ete faites, non-feulement chez 
moiy mais chez mes parens, et chez mes 
voifins, fous pretexte de trouver des 
preuves de mes relations pretendues cri- 
minelles avec lacour, et de ma complicite 
dans les confpirations, vraies ou faufles, 
dont on Taccufe, je yous previens, Mon- 
fieur, que j'adrefierai inceflamment a Taf- 
femblee une declaration authentique . de 
tous les. faits importans et ignores, dont 
j.'ad eu counoiflance pendant et depuis mon 
miniftere, et qui ont quelque rapport 
aux circonftances prefente§. . J'indiquerai 
le^s-tempinsy^ou les preuves, de tous ceux 
que raflemblee . vpudra appro&ndir. Je 
c c 2 dlrai 
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dirai tout ce que je fais ; et ce que je diiaiy 
pourra conduire a des decouvertes trd84n« 
tereilanfes. 

(Signe) De Bertrand/*^ 

Reclamation adrejfee a la convention nationale^ 
par M. Bertrand de Moleville, ci-devant 
mini/Ire de la marine; contre le decret 
cCacctifation du 1 6 Aoiit dernier^ rendu 
contre les anciens minijlres. 

** Le pouvoir d'accufer fans preuve quel- 
conque, et celui de punir fans jugement le- 
gal, font les attributs l68 plus reVpltans du 
defpotifme ; aucun de ces pouvoirs ne peut 
done exifter fous un gouvernement fibre, 
fans une violation manifefle des droits natu- 
rcls et imprefcriptibles de rhomme, aux- 
quels les repreTentans de la nation font dans 
Theureufe impuiflance de porter la moindre 
atteinte. 

" La loi doit etre la meme pour tons, fbit 
qu'^elle protege, foit qu*elle puniffe (De- 
daration jdes Droits^ art* VI) ; et les m&mes 

a^its 
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delits doivent dtre punis des memes peines, 
fans aucune diftindion de pcrfonnes. (Tit. 
rs art. 3.) 

•' La reclamation que je- forme aujourd*- 
hui eft tcllement fondee fur ces bafes ef- 
fentielles du droit nature!, qu'il n^eft pas 
ppffible de la rejetter fans ks aneantir. 

" Le 16 Aout dernier, fur la fimplc lec- 
ture d'une note pretendue trouvee dans la 
chambre du roi, et datee du 1 1 Novembre 
precedent, il a ete rendu, fans examen, ni 
difcuflion prealable fur la forme de cette 
piece, ni fur fes refultats, un decret d*ac- 
cufation contre toutcs les perfonnes qui 
compofoient alors le miniftere, ct par con- 
fequent contre moi. 

** Cette note eft intitulee : * Projet du 
Ck>mite des miniftres, concertc avec M. M. 
Alexandre Lameth et Barnave.* 

" Je dois d'abord declarer & affirmer, 
fans craindre d'etre dementi, 1 ^, Que je 
n^ai jamsiis connu MM. Lameth ni Bar^ 
nave; j'ju vu fculement ce dernier une 
fois chfz moi, dans les premiers jours de 
mon miniftere, relativement aux affaires des 
c c 3 colonics, 
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colonies, dont il avoit ^te rapporteiir. Jo 
ne Tai pas reyu dcpuis, et j'ignorc cse qu'il 
eft devenu. 

"2^, QH^ j^. °^'^i ^^ aucUne cbrinoiflknce 
quelconque de la note dont il s'agit, ni de 
fon contenu, et que, pendant men mint^ 
ftere, il n'en a jamais cte quf fticm, foic ati 
confeiiy foit dans aucun des comites <le ibi- 
niftres auxquels j'ai ailifte. ; 

" Ce/^ affirmation ne feroit fans doute 
d'au^un poids contre une preUve adquife } . 
mais il eft afTez eVident que je n^ai pas 
meme ici le plus leger indice a cOmbattre^ 
II faudroit ^n effet, pour que cettq pidce 
put etrc confideree comme un indice, 
qu'elle fut ccrite de la ipain du roi, ou d^ 
cellc d'un de fes miniftres j car fi, pour 
Htc repute criminel, il fuffifdit d'etrd 
nomme ou defigne danB un eerit qviftr 
conque, trouvedans rappartementi oudans 
le fecretairc du roi, quel eft le viiayenhoasi^ 
ncia qui nc trembleroit pae de fc tTDiiVer 
compromis, en penfant que /dainsi la nia^ 
tinee du lo d'Aout,cetdpparteffletft4St c«fe- 
cretaire ont etc ouverts atous ceux^^dttt 

voulu 
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v6\ila y etitrer, et' y foufllef, et aUkqftftU 
{I ' ctoit awffi facile d^y gliffer dts papiersi 
quecl*enenlever? . /. . * 

^^. Mds quand.meme h tote doat il sV 
^faroit ecrite de la main du^oi, ou^dW 
de fes mioiilfcsy . eb que ce fait,, jiont ies 
eominiiTaires prepoTes a^la levee de^fcell^s 
n'ont pas parle, ibroit bjen jc<ML(lat4HU 
refler^t encore ^ examiner, fi>le pix>jet 
pretendu concert^ par les. mmiftres sivec 
MM. Bamave et Lameth, etoit veritable-^ 
tnent contraire aux interets de Tetat ; car 
un projet ^idemment avantageux a la na- 
tion, ne feroit certainement pk6 un crime 
aux yeux de fes reprefentans, par quelques 
perfonnes qu'il eut ete coacerte. 

" Le I*" article de cette note, et fans 
doute celui qui a fait rimpreffion la plus 
grave, ne contient que ces mots ^ 

^* I ^, Refufer la fandliom 

" Sur une enonciation auffi vague et 
auffi generale, je me bornerai a obierver 
que la fanftion etant un droit eflentielle- 
ment inherent a la royautc, et dont'^le mo- 
narque ctoit perfonnellement invefti par la 
c c 4 conlli- 
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conftitution, non comme chef du pouvoir 
executify mais en fa qualhe de rqprefentant 
de la nation, je n'ai jamais vu, ipendant 
mon miniftere, Texercice de ce droit foumb 
au3£ 'deliberations du confeil ; le roi entend<» 
oit feulement, fiir les decrets de detail, les 
obfervations que pouvoit avoir a lui faire le 
fainiflredu departeinent quUls concernoient, 
et il fe decidoit, fur les autres, d'apres 
fes. lumicres et fa confqience. Ces fstits et 
ces principes, dont Texaditude ne f4uroit 
6tre conteftee, demontrent combien il feroit 
injufte et inconftitutionncl de prononcer fur 
un refus de fanftion, un decret d'accufati^ 
contre des miniftres aux quels cet afte efl ab- 
fblument ctranger,et entierement hors deleur 
refponfabilite, foitqu'ils aicnt ete confultes 
fur la fandion, foit qu'ils ne Taient pas ete, 

" Les quatre articles fuivans enoncent 
differentes d-marches, dont quelques-unes 
n'ont pas etc faites. 

" Le furplus de cette note afligne au mi- 
niftre de la juftice, a celui des affaires 
etrangdres, a celui de la guerre, et a celui de 
riutejicur, des roles qu'aucun d'cux n'^ 

renjpli j 
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rempli ; il n^ ^ft ^ aiu^une mention* du 
miniftr^ des impofuions, ni de cclui de la 
marine. 

" Ainfi, quand mcme cettc ,piecd ferok 
aathentique, on.n'y^^^^^^^^*^^ P^ le pUi$ 
kger indice d'uji projet quelconque, con- 
cert e avec eux. Voila a quoi fe reduit cet 
ccrit, dont h feule ledure a ftit/jprononcer, 
paracclamationjt un decret d'accufation cen- 
tre toys les miniftres qui etgient ^n place au, 
inpi$ de. Novembre dernier. II q' eft pas 
4tonnant, fans. 4oute» que. dans des. njp- 
mens d'orage et d'irritatiqn geperale, ran-: 
nonce d'un complot, concerte entre les mi- ' 
niftres, et des perfonnes fjgnalees conune 
fufpeftes, ait entraine violemmpnt toutes h$ 
opinions au p^rti le plus feverc j,, mais au- 
^ant ce mouvement a pu, fous ee point dc 
vue, paroitre louable dans fes motifs, autant 
U feroit oppreflif dans fc§ effets, s'il n'etoit 
pas dirigc et modere par les principes d'une 
juftice aufli exade que rigoureufe. Heu- 
Teufement i'adc d'accufation n'a pas etc 
redige, et par confequent il eft temps en- 
core de foumettre a un examen froid et 

reflechx 
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reflefchi cette note apocfyphe, deftin^ h 
fcrvir de bafe a Tacculatiott laplusconfide- 
rablc, qui puifle etre intcntec par les rcprf*^ 
ifeiitans de k tiatioh, 'puifque foij effet ne- 
ceflairt eft d'eiiwcherfi^ miniftr« a k'fois, 
du foitp^oh de hkute f f ahifeil, « d*appfeUef 
fur ieiirs tetes et fur leiits pfopi^^t^s^ tbure 
k fureur des vengeances populaires. 

•• En rapprochant k notft dortt il 's*2lgit,« 
rfeS ^Veftiitnens qui fe font pafl^g a Tepo^uef 
incfiqiiee par fa date, il eft aife de recbn* 
hoitre qu^elie ne peut fe rapporter qu^ati 
ineflage du 12 Novembre, dont Tobjet ^tok 
cfifedivement d^'annoncer le refus de fanc- 
tion d'un decret rektif aux emigres, la 
proclamation qui fut publi^e centre eux le 
meme jouri et les requifitions adreflees aux 
pttiflancfes pour empecher leur rafTemble- 
ment ; que par c6nfequent ce bulletin -re- 
dige d'apres les conje£lures et les propos 
publics, qui aVoient priced^ c*et demarche, 
h'eft et ne pent etre' autre chofe qu'une 
feuille de ees nolivelles a la main dont if 
exiftoit alors pl'ufieurs fedaftfeufs,' qui, 
quoiquc moiris inftruits que k plupart des 

jour- 
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jfturnlUftfts, fiufolent payer Uxxn ncuveltel 
beaiicoup plusr^^her, parce- qu'elles itdiesit 
mtfnufcrited. 

'** Aprcs avoir ajnfi: deihantre qil'un ecrit 
auffi indigne, a tous egards, dc fixer i'atir 
ttntion diir corps legifktif, . peut .>oncbre 
moitis fet^ de bafe iunt accuiation capii. 
tale kitezit^e gu'fon nbm, yo&rai reclamer ca 
ma faVeur le bi^nefice. des fo/mes fagemerlt 
cteblies^ et ccfeftamment, obfervees^ juiqu'Ji 
ce jour, en matidxe dis deaoncktions. II 
etoit &^€xeinple, av^jQt le* i6 Aout d^^ 
'fiiMt qu'ua ^d^ret d'accuiation eut dt6 
ri^fidu, pptSme.contreun miniftre, lans que 
les pieces prpduites, et les faits articular 
contre Taccufe, euflent ete examines et ve* 
rifies par un comite, auquel raccufe pou- 
voit adr^fler fes pieces et moyens juftifi- 
i;ati& : tout recemment encore, une incul? 
p^t^ooi, injufte fans doute, mais tres^gravci 
et. appiiyee de pieces plus ou moins pro^ 
baptQs^ avoit ete formee contre M. Servan ; 
le corps kgiflatif ne balau^a pas a en reiir 
voyer rexanami a un de fes comites ; et en 
attendant que le rapport qui devoit en 6trc 

fait. 
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fait^ Tcut complettemeat juftifie dcs pr^va* 
ricadons dont il etoit accufe, raiTemblee 
s'interdifit fi fcrupuleufement toute opinion 
dcfavorable k M. Seirvan^ qu^elk le rappftUa 
au miaxftere. 

: ** Eond^ fur cet cxcmple, /cti fur la de- 
claration des droits de Thomme^^e le nou- 
vcl ordre de chofes n^a pdbtt aneanti^ et 
4Joat I'article VI. porte, ^t lalai doit etre 
la mmc pour tous^ foit qucHe protege^ on 
qutUepuniJfc \ je demande que le decret da 
16 Aout dernier foit rapportc ; qu'en con* 
fequence, la note du 1 1 Novembre, trouvee 
dans les papiers du roi, foit renvoyee i un 
5es comites de la convention nationale, pour 
etre ftatue, fur fon rapport, ainfi qu'il ap- 
partiendra. 

** Si, fur ce rapport, le decret d'accula- 
tion eft confirnie,exempt de crainte, cbmme 
de tout reprocbe, je m'emprefferai d*y 
obeir avec la foumiffion que tout bon. ci- 
toyen doit a la loi, auffi-t&t que fon empire 
fera parfaitement retabli. 

(Sign^) De Bertra^d**^ 
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Nq. 11. 

Extrait dc la declaration -adreffet a la con'^ 

vention nationale par le ci-devant tri*^ 

foricr general de la lijlf civile^ le 9 Nc^ 
vembre 1792. 



" II a ete dit dans plufieurs journaux, 
et notamment dans le Moniteur^ qu*on 
avoit trbuve chcz Ic treforicr general de la 
lifte civile, des re^us des deux freres du rbi,' 
ainfi que de MM. Bouille ct la Fayette, 
pour des fommcs confiderables. Le tre- 
forier dc la lifte civile a affirme dcvant le 
Lord Maire de Londres, le 7 Septembre 
dernier, * Que jamais il n'avoit ete charg<f^ 
par le roi, de payer ni d^envoyer, et qu*il 
n*a jamais fait payer ni envoye aucune 
fomme aux deux freres du roi^ ni ^ MMi 
La Fayette et Bouill^ ; et qu*ainfi, fi roil 
pr^endoit avoir trouve, dans fes papittSi 
aucuns re^us en fon nom, foit des deu^ 
princes, ou tiefdits fieursi la Fayette eC 
14 Bouille, 
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chacun, de fon certificat de rcfidence. Oft 
doit trouver cpttc lettre chez le treforier de 
la lifte civile ; il en a reriiis rampliatfon au 
chef du bureau de la treforerie, charge dcs 
depenfes de la maifon militaire, avec la re^ 
commendation la plus exprefle de fe con- 
former aux intentions du roi ; les ^tats no« 
ininatifs ordonnances lui ont ete remis a cet 
effet, pour acquitter les fix derniers moi| 
I79I, II fera aife de reconnoitre par la 
fomme coniiderable qui refte a payer fur 
ces etats, que les ci-devant gardes du corps^ 
emigres^ n'ont rien refu. 

" A regard des anciens gardes du corps^ 
que Ton dit fouvent avoir ete eritretenus k 
CoblentZy le treTorier de la lifte civile ne 
peut que repetcr ce qu'il a dcji dit dans fa 
declaration du 9 de ce mois ; c eft que le 
traitement, le fecours que le roi avoit con* 
ferve k fes anciens gardes du corps, jtifqu'au 
reglement de leur penfion de retraite, ne 
devoit leur etre pay6 que fur des certificata 
de reiidence en France : les ordres du roi 
^toient formels a cet egard j Tintendant de 
la lifte civile les avoit fait connoitre au tre- 
forier 
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le m^tne ordre au chef dc bureau de latre- 
forerie,. charg6 des penfions militaires. 
Pour aflurer Texecution de cet ordre, Ics 
^tats ordQnaances, relatifs aux anciens 
gardes du corps, ne fe payoient plus en 
jnafle ; la m^me lettre de Tintendatit de la 
lifte civile, du mois de Novembre I79i> 
qui a Ail fetre trouvce chez le treforier, et, 
par ampliation dans fes bureaux, annonce 
que les ci-devant gardes du corps ne feront 
payes qu'indiyiduellement, et fur la reprc- 
fentation, de la part de chacun, de fon cer-> 
tificat de refidence. Enfin, le treforier de 
la lifte civile pent ajouter ici, comme il Ta 
deja dit, dans fa premiere declaration, que 
plus de la moitie de la fomme portee aux 
etats ordonnances des anciens gardes du 
corps, n'a, dans le fait, pas ^t^ payee ; que, 
par confequent, les emigres, ni meme les 
non-rcfidens en France, n'ont rien re9U* 
(Signe) SfiPTEUiL.** 

. Le ci-devant trkforier-general dc la Itjlc 

civile a qffirme la verite des faits contenus 

dans les reponfes ci^dejus^ fous /on ferment^ 

VOL. III. lifi^ priti 
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prite entre ks mains du chevalier Sandofoo^ 
Lord^Maire de la ville de Londresy le 13 
Novembre 1 793, dont il a Sti drejjfe a3e par 
Tobie Atkinfon^ ndtaire i Londtes ; kdit 
aSle legali/e le menu jour 13 Novembrey par 
M. Chauydin. 
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No. 111. 

StcoHde Lettre de M. Bertrarid de Moleirilles 
ci-devant Mintftre de la Marine^ att 
Prejident di la Convention Nationak dt 
France. 

** LondreSfle i5 Novembre, 1792* 

•* Monfieur le Prefident, 
u 1»Ai eu Thonneur de vous annonc6rpai' 
ma derniSre lettre, que je vous adref- 
ferois inceflament une declaration exa£te 
de tous les f^ts importants et ignores dont 
j*d connoiflance et qui ont quelque rapport 
aux circonftances prefentes* Je liie hate 
d'autant plus dc remplir cet engagement^ 
que j'apprcnds par les papiers publics que 
la difcuilion eft dej^ ouverte fur la grande 
queftion de favoir (i Louis XVI. doit €tre 
juge, et que la Convention Nationale eft 
difpofee ^ acctieillir favorablement les lu-^ 
mieres et renfcignemens qui lui feront 
donnes fur une afeire auffi grav?* Je me 
D o 2 flatte . 
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flatte qu'elle fera fatisfaite de ceux que j'ai 
Thonneur de lui adrefler, par Ce que j*ai 
la convidion profonde qu*elle ne cherche 
que la vcrite, qu'elle ne veut que la juftice ; 
cette conviaion feule fufEt pour calmer les 
inquietudes des bons citoyens et pour fou-* 
tenir les efperances de ceux qui ayant etc a 
portee de voir de plus pres la conduite dt 
Louis XVI. et de connoitre fes vertus, ne 
peuvent pas s'empecher de prendre un 
grand interet a fes malheurs. 

" Voici les faits dont j'attefte la verite et 
dont je puis rapporter ou indiquer les 
preuves. 

Faveur et Secours pretendus accordes atix 
Emigres. 

*^ On a publie dans tons les joumaux, 
dans tons les pamphlets, onarepete mille fois 
a la tribune, que le roi aivoit conftament 
approuve et fayorise Temigration. Cette 
opinion, i Tappui de la qu^elle on n*a cite 
que des faits calomnieufement fuppofes ou 
alteres, eft devenue I'opinion generale du 

royaume. 
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rdyaume, et Je principal motif des adrefles 
regicides qui: fe renouvellent chaque jour* 
II eft aife de demontrer par des faits prou- 
vcs rinjuftic6 extreme de ce reproche. 

** Vers la fin du mois d'Odobre 1791^ 
un des miniftres ayant inftruit le roi en 
pleiri confeil du bruit generalement repandu 
que les emigres armes centre la France, et 
particulierement les gardes du corps, etoient 
paycs par la lifte civile — * C'eft une ca- 
lomnie infigne (repondit le roi fur le ton 
le plus ferme) ; j'ai au cotitraire donne 
Tordre les plus expres a M. de la Porte de 
ne faire payer que ceux qui rapporteront 
les certificats exiges par le decret du mois 
de Juillet dernier, et je fuis fur que cet or* 
drc eft execute : on m 4 propofe d'en ex- 
cepter les gardes du corps, mais je m'y fuis 
refuf^.' 

** Malgre cet ordre, dont Texiftence pent 
etre atteftee par plufieurs deputes aux quels 
il a ete ccommunique en original et qui 
d'ailleurs a du fe trouver chez M. de Sep- 
teuil, on a continue ^ddbiter que les gardes 
du corps ^migr^s etoient paycs par la lifte 
Dji ;^ civilci 
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^iyilei et ce fait eft avance comme con^ 
llantpage |o et ii du rapport fait a I'aft 
femblee dans U feance du 97 Septembte 
dernier : le rapporteur n'a pas fait attention 
que leg feules pieces qu'il citoit a Tappui 
de fon aflertion en demontrdent evideiar* 
ment la fauffete : la premiere eft ua tfk6^ 
moire trpuve dans le fecretdire du rqi^ par 
lequel M. de Poi^s: propofoit de faire paye^ 
le cprps entier des gairdes du corps juf-* 
qu'au I Janvier .1792 ; fi le roi eut ap- 
prouve cette pi;opofition il auroit miafpa 
ffOfi au bas du mempire et Tauroit fenvoy^ 
. a I'intendapt de la lifte civile^ ainfi de celn 
|eul que ce memoire a ete trouve non apoir 
tilM dans le fecretaire du roi^ il en refuke 
la preuve la plus cpmplette: que le roi n'y 
» eu aucun cgard Quant ^uk ordaiH 
nances de payement, fignees par le roi^ au 
bas des etats ^eneraux des quatre com?* 
pagnies de fes gardes, il fu0it de rappiocher 
ces etats du rcgiftre des payemens pour fa 
convaincre qu'pn ji'a rcellement paye que 
ks gardes du corps qui out conftatc leiir 
fcfidenc^ dans la j^rcae prdRrite par le^ 

decrets, 
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d^crets, ct que s^ils ont tou^ ete compris 
dans les etats orfontianced, c'eft Unique- 
meiit parce qu*on ignoroif . quels iiqitnt 
ceux qi^i etoient emigres et ceux qui we 
I'etoient pas. Ceft par cette raifon qu6 
dans les memes circonftances ks mtoifbes 
de la guerre et de la. marine ordonnan^ 
^oient pareiiiement dans leur departement» 
les etats gefteraux de$ offiders de chaquc 
corps fens que la loi des certificats de r^fi- 
dence fut violee, parceque fon executioa 
ctoh toujours garantie par la vigilance et 
par la refponfabilite perfonelle des trelb- 
riers, conformement aux difpofitixms de 
ce decret. II eft d'ailleurs ccaiftate par \me 
lettre de M. de Poix, rapportee page 16 
du I3*"'r€cucil des pieces trouvees che2 
JS/L de la Porte^ que Tex^cutron de ces 'or* 
donnances de paycment etoit fi fort retardec 
que le 28 Janvier dernier il n'y avoit eu 
rien de paje fur le refte de iblde des fvi 
premiers mois 1791. 

•* Si je citois les lettres Writes par le roi 

dans les prraiiers jours d'OAobre 179 if 

aux officieis de Tarm^e, et a ceux du corps 

DD 4 * de 
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de la marine, pour engager ceux qui etoient 
fortis du royaume k y reatrer et poury 
retenir ceux qui pouvoient avoir le projet 
d'emigrer, on me diroit i^ns doute qu*oa 
Qe peut en rien conclurre parceque ces lettreg 
etoient I'ouvrajge des miniflres; maisj'af- 
firme que la minute de celle qui a ete 
^crite aux officiers de la marine eft reftee 
deux jours ehtre les mains du roi qui y a 
fait plufieurs corre£tions ecrites de fa main, 
les unes k la marge et les autres en inter* * 
ligne, et que cette minute a du fe trouvcr 
avec plufieurs autres pieces importantes 
dans un portefeuUle rouge dont les com-r 
mifTaires du comite de furveillance de la 
commune ont enleye tous les. papiers dans 
la defcente, auffi violeiife qu'irr^liere, 
qu'ils firent chez moi le 15 Aout. Je dois 
prefumer que cette piece a ete fouftraitfc 
puifqu'il n'en. eft fait aucune. mention dans 
le rapport fait k raffemblee le 6 de ce mois, 
clle feroit cependant d'autant plus impor— 
tante a connbitire que ces .corrections etant 
Touvrage du roi feul,. on y trouveroit Tex- 
preflion franche et pure de fes veritables 

fentimens j 
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itntimens ; je ne doute pas que la Goiiven-f 
tion Nationale ne fente la neceflite indif^ 
penfable de fe la faire reprefenter* 

" Le roi m'avoit expreflcment recom- 
mande d'employer en fon nom tons Ics 
moyens de perfuaiion et 4'autorite pour 
empecher T^migration de$ ofBciers de la 
marine, et fi I'execution de cet ordre n^eut 
pas tout le fuccds que j'aurois Mefire, j'y 
exnployai duinoins tout le zele qui pouvoit 
dependre de moi, je ne crains pas d'invo- 
quer fur ce point le temoignage des chefs 
du bureau des pfficiers de ce departement, 
je ne puis pas citer beaucoup de preuves 
Rentes, mais je vais en rapporter unc d ua 
a0ez' grand poida pour me difpenfer d'en 
chercher d'autres. 

^* Un officier fup^rieur, du merite le plus 
diftingue, ayant ete force par les outrages 
lee plus violens et le^ plus multiplies k fe 
demet^^e de fon commandement, fe rendit 
a JParis dans le cpurant de fevrier dernier 
avec le projet de fortir du royaume. . Apre^ 
avoir vainement effaye de Ten dctourner 
par mes cqnfeils et par mes exhortations^ 
5 . j'en 
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ftn rendis comptc ait roi, qui m'autonfa 
^ lui adrefler un ordre coh9U a pcu de 
chofe pres dans le meme ftiie que lea 
anciennes lettres dc cachet, en voici les 
tcrmes. 

*• * Moris .... Etant infdrme qu^ vos lu- 
mieres et v6tre experience vciis niettent en 
ctat de donner des inftrufkions tmportantcs 
fur le fervicede la marine, mon intentidrt 
eft que vous vous teniez k portee de four- 
nir ^u miniftre jde' ce departement les rcn* 
fcignemens qu^ aura a voits demander; ea 
confequence, je vous defends de fortir dc 
Paris jufqu'5 nbuvel ordre, fous peine dc 
dcfobeiflance. 

* Et plus bas, 

* De Bertraki).* 



€i 



La minute de cet ordre qui fut adf efle 
k M. de Mangni doit fe troiiver iu bureau 
des officiers dans les minutes du ttiois de 
F^vrier, fi par hazard elle en avoit etc 
fouftraite, M. de Marigni qui n'eft pas forti 
^e Paris en reprefcntera roriginal. 
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^ Je dois affirmer ki que parmi Ics offi-* 
cier3 que j^avcns eog^es a refter a Paris 
paiir etre pins afibre qu'ils ne fortiroicjdbt 
pad du royaume, >1 7 ^ avok qui ^oieot 
hors d'etat de s^y foutenir, et aux qi^k lie 
foi a fait remettre^^tantdt par M. de la 
Porte, tant&t par moi, ^ifferentes fommes 
d'argent; la derniere quej'aitouch^e pom 
cette deftination etoit de 12,000 livres; eUe 
pne fut remife par le roi lui meme dan$ 
|e$ premiers jours de Mars^ j'iridiquerai 
dans qu'eiles mains elle eft paflee, fi U 
Convention Nationale defire approfondir ce 
fait 

^^ Comment eft il poiTible ^e condlier le^ 
reproches qu'on oie faire au roi relative** 
Vtent aux emigres, avec tous ces faita dont 
^ucun ne peat etre contefte/' 

J)es trabifons et confptrations aux quelles on 
pretend que le Roi a participe. 

" On ne donncra pas fans doute cette 

. qualification odieufe aux mefures toujours 

foibles, toujours infuffifantes prifes pour la 

furete perfonelle du roi, et dont il n'a ja- 

8 mais 
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mais manqjic d'arreter Teflfct auflitot qu'il 
a vu une partie du peuple accompa^er le$ 
iffzBxxiB reconnus qui vouloient attenter a 
fcs jours, Jl croyoit fermement qu'cntoure 
du peuple, aucun danger nVtoit a craindre 
pour lui. On la vu dans la journee du 
«o Juin eloigner dc fa perfonne des fervi-4 
tcurs fideles prets a verfer jufqu'a lader- 
nierc goute de leiir fang pour fa dcfenfe, et 
aller accompagne de quatre gardes na- 
tionaux au devant de la multitude annee 
qui venoit de forcer les portes de chateau. 
'-' ^* II n'eft plus permis de douter aujourd'- 
hui, qu'il n'y eut une confpiration formi- 
dable formee contre la cour : les deputes 
Lotivet et Barbaroux ont avoue, ont at- 
tefle ce fait important h, la tribune dans la 
feance du 30 Odobre. — ' C'eft a Gharen- 
ton (ont ils dit) qu? fut arretee la con-r 
fpiration contre la cour, qui devoit s'exe- 
cuter le 29 Juillet, et qui n*eut lieu que le 
10 Aout (Moniteur du i Novembre^ page 

1298. col. 3.),' le roi qui en etoit informe 

■» 

avpit fans doute pris qu^Iques precautions 
poiir garantir le chateau* de Tattaque a la- 

qu'ellc 
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qu'elle il s*attendoit, mais auffit&t qu^i! fut 
inftruit par les membres du direftoire du 
departement, que des milliers de citoyens 
et de gardes nationales etoient reunis aux 
confpirateurs qui cntouroient Ic chateau, il 
ne balaiKja pas a fe rendre avec fa familk a 
raflemblee nationale et a faire donner aux 
Suifles la dcTenfe de tirer *. II eft conftant 

en 

* ** Lorfque le roi fut decide a fe rendre a Paffemblec, 
fl dit aux miniftres et aux autres perfonaes qui l'entouroient» 
ces paroles memorables. et trop ignorees Attons, Meffieursy il , 
f^y a plus rlen a f aire tcu C'etoit certainement donner Pordre 
Ic plus clair et le plus pofitif de ne pas refter au chateau, 
puffqu'il n'y avoit plus ricn a faire, et ix cet ordre ejit it€ 
tranfmis officielement,,comme il auroit du Petre, aux officiers 
dfes Suifles, de la garde nationale, et autres, ils fe fuflent toui 
retires, Tcntree du chateau fut reftee libre, il cut peut ^trc 
€te boulverfe, mais il n'y auroit pas eu lui coup de fufil de 
tire. Malheureufement cet ordr€ ne fut point tranfmis et nc 
fut execute que par les perfonnes qui I'avoient entendu.et 
qui accompagnerent le Roi a ? AiTembl^e. II en eft r6fult6 
d'un cot^ que les Suifles, les gardes nationales et toutes les 
perfonnes qui s'etoient rcndues au chateau pour la d^fenfe du 
roi, ont cru qu'il n'avoit penf6 qu'a fa propre furete et fe 
font plaints qu'il les eut ainfl abandonnes tandis que d'un 
autre c6te, le peuple a crii que le Roi avoit ordonne en par- 
tant la refiftance et les d^charges qu'il avoit efluy^es, et de I3i 
les foupgons et les clameurs contre la pr6tendue trahifon dtt 
roi ei contre les confpirations de la cour. Ces details m'ont 
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en t&t que les portes de la cour royale ftl<» 
fcnt fofcee$ fans aucune refiftance de la part 
^es Suifie^ dont la premiere decharge n'eut 
lieu qu*apres que cinq de leurs fadkionnaires 
euirent ete maflacres au pied du grand 
efcalier, ainfi les evenemens de la journee 
du lo Aout ne peuvent pas plus que ceux 
de la journee dw 20 Juin, fournir maticre 
au plus leger foup^on de trahifons ou de 
confpirations aux qu'elles le Roi ait pris la 
moindre part, c'eft done de fa conduite an- 
tcrieure et fur tout des faits qui lui font 
perfonels qu'il eft important d'acquerir des 
prcuves, car on nc peut tircr aucune induc- 
tion des lettres, memoires, ou projets plus. 
ou moins infenfes qui ont pu lui ^tre 
adrefles, et qui fc font trouves, foit au cha- 
teau, foit chez M. de la Porte, on fent bien 
en effet, que fi des ecrits coupables, pou« 
voient compromettre les perfonnes aux 
qu'elles on les adrefle, les mauvais citoyens 

^t^ atteft^ par un trop grand nombre de t^moins oculairei 
pour que je puiffe les revoquer en doute ; ils prouvepe 6vi* 
demment que les reproches faits au Roi nc font pas nueux 
fendis d'un cote que de Tautre* 

pourroient 
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pourroient fouvent abufer d'un moyeaauffi 
facile et au0i fur pour perdre les meilleurs 
patriote8« 

"A regard des nombreux ecrits dont 
rimpreffion a ete payee par la lifte civilct 
et qu'pn cite comme autant de preuves de 
trahifon, il fuiEt d^obferver qu'avant Tabo- 
lition de la royaute, les Merits antl-republi- 
cains etoient d'autant moins reprehenfibles 
que dans la fcance memorable du 7 Juillet 
dernier, Taflemblee avoit decrete unanime* 
ment et par acclamation, que ceux qui pro- 
poforoient le gouvernement republicain ou 
IVtabliflement de deux chambres, feroient 
voues a I'execration publique, les ecrivains 
exageres des deux partis,, s'eloignoient 
egalemeat de Tefprit et des principes de la 
conftitution, leurs productions incendiaires, 
proFongeoient, entrctenoient Ic meconteiUe- 
ment et Tagitation du people. Xes incon- 
veniens graves qui pouvoient en refulter bat 
du fixer Tattention du roi j oblige par fon 
ferment de maintenir la conHitution par 
tons les moyens qui etoient en fon pouvoir, 
il a pix et d(i confidearer comme un de ces 

moyens, 
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moycns, celui d'eclaircr le peuple par dei 
ccrits fages ct conftitutionels qtii ferviffctit 
de contre poifon aux pamphlets dangereux 
d'ont il etoit inonde chaque jour ; ce quUl 
y a de certain, c'eft que pendant mon mini- 
ftdre mcs coUegues ont, ainfi que moi, 
regardc comme un devoir de donner ce 
•onfeil au roi et que nous le lui avons 
donne plufieurs fois. Ainfl il eft tr^s pof^ 
fible que cet ordre ait ^te donne k Tin- 
tendant de la lifte civile ; quant a la ma- 
niere dont il a ^te execute, on fent bien que 
le roi n'a pas pu en fuivre les details, d^ail- 
Icurs il eft de principe que Texecution la 
plus reprehenfible d'un ordre legitime ne 
peut jamais compromettre celui qui adonn€ 
I'ordre, mais feulement celui qui la exe- 
cute J or il eft evident <jue Tordre de faire 
n^pandrc des ecrits fagcs et conftitutionels 
^toit un ordre legitime. Le roi a done pu 
le donner ctcertainementil n*en apas'donnc 
d'autre. Mais voici des faits qui Itfi font 
perfonels et d'apres lefquels on peut juger 
de fes v^ritables fentimens* 

Premier 
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PnxMiBR Fait. 

^ J'avois montre la repugnance la phis: 
forte ^ accepter le miniftdre, et je n'avois^ 
pasdiffimul^ que le principal motif dc ccttc 
^repugnance ^toit moh incertitude fur, les 
verJtables difpofitiohs du roi relativemcnt a 
k conftitutioQ. II en fuf inftruit et lorfqu6 
je lui fiis prefente te 3 Odiobre, par le mi- 
tliftre de Tinteneur il m'adrefla en fa'pre«. 
fence ces proprei paroles. 

" * Je fais vos inquietudes, je ne les blame 
pas, il eft tout fimple que vous defines de 
fev6ir ^ quoi vou'S en tenir, j'ai accepte la 
conftitutiott, je ne dis pas que je la croye 
bonne dans tous fes points, je fuis m^me 
convaincu que fi raflemblee ne fe fut paa 
interdit la faculte de recevoir les obferva- 
tions que je pourrois avoir S faire, elfe au- 
roit adopts les prihcipaux cliangemehs- que 
j'aurois eU a propofer, ihais nous n*tn 
fommes plus la ; la conffitution eft accept^e 
telle qu'cWe eft, elle a en fa faveur Tc^inion 
g^nerale, ainfi on ne pint plus peftfer i 
des ehangemens que lorfque rexperience 

VOL. in. £ 8 en 
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en aura fait fentir la neceffite, car la force 
ne pcut rien fur Topinion, le fucccs dc 
cette experience depend de la fidelite avec 
bquelle la conftitution fera executee, et 
mon intention eft qu'elle le foit autant et 
audi bien qu'il fera poifible, voila la ligne 
que je me fuis tracee et dont j'exige que 
mes miniftrcsne s'ecartent pas, fi ks moy- 
cns d'execution qui font en leur pouvoir fe 
trouvent infuffifans ou qu'ils eprouvent 
quelques embarras, c'eft^ Taflemblee qu'ils 
doivent s'adrcfler.' 

" La reinc, a qui jc fus prefente le 
meme jour sne tepeta la meme chofe et 
finit par me dire, * Voila le plan que le 
roi a adopte, je crois que c'eft le feul rsu^ 
fonable, et j'efpcre que tous ne Ten ferez 
pas changer.' 

^^ J^aflirme ce fdt en mon ame et confci* 
ence, et j'appuye cette affirmation par mon 
' ferment que j'ofire de renouveller par devant 
qui et en telle forme que Taflemblee ji^;era 
apropos de prefcrire. Aufurplus; enren- 
trant chez moi je n'eus rien de plus prefle^ 
que de prendre note de ce que le roi venoit 

de 
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de me dire ; cette note, datee du 3 Od:obre, 
etoit dans le memd portefeuille rouge, dont 
les commiflfsures du comit6 de furveillance 
de la commune ont enleve tons les papiers ; 
fi la convention nationale juge apropos d'env 
prendre coimoiflance, il lui fera aife de fe 
la faire reprefenter/' 

Second Fait* 

. ** Vers la fin de Decembre dernier, ou 
dans les premiers jours de Janvier, im an- 
cien militaire retire dufervicc* vint me con* 
fulter a Thotel de la marine, fur une pro- 
pbfition qui lui avoit ete faite la veille, d'en* 
trer dans une coalition de gentils^^hommes 
pour efcorter le roi qui devoit (lui avoit on 
dit) fortirbientdt du royaume. Celui qui 
ltd avoit fait cette propofition s'etoit pr^* 
ilente chez lui fous le titre de marechal de 
camp, et lui avoit donne 24 heures pour 
faire fea reflexions; je donnai a la per- 
fontie qui me confultoit I'avis de fe mon* 
trer difpofee a entrer dans cette coalition, 
pourvii qu'auparavant on lui fit ^onnoitre 

* Lc ChevaL'er de Lafont. 

E E 2 fon 
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Ion Qrganifati<m5 fes proj^u^ &s moyetiSi et 
les perfonnes dont elle ^loit compofee, je 
kn rccommandai expfeflensem da' He rien 
oublier de ce qu'oa hii diroit et pafticu-^ 
lierement de s'aiflfurer du nom ec de ta de« 
Aieure de ce inaredEial de camp j tl me prd^ 
niit de ne pas tarder a vedbr m'ixiflTtnre ^ 
refultat de fa feconde converfation avec lui. 
U revint en effct le lendctnam et me rendit 
le compte le pliia detaille de ce qui ^'etbit 
paiTe : j'en piis ime note exa^ qne je lus 
k foir menie au coofdl, le rm &i fut in-' 
digne et ordonna au nxihiilre de Hnterieur 
d'ea faire fnr le champ la. d^;ioiimad0i^ atf 
dired:oire du departemeiit et de lui recem^ 
mander de faire toutes les recherches pof- 
fibles pour decouTxir. ce.pr^ndb manfcbai' 
de camp, de le faire ^^ller de tris pnea etl 
de s'aflurer de fa perfcwrfne »'il y iavoitlieu fc 
corame cette lettre.fut .ecrite au fcncmc in>*^ 
ftant par M, Cahier dejCJeryiHe, et envojree 
ixnmediatement apr^ le ^nfeil, il eftpof- 
fible qu'il n'en ait pas garde deminute, mah^ 
roriginal fe trouv^era aifement dan^i le depdt 
du 4iredoire du departenjeot. t-es re- 
5 cherchcs 
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cherches ordoimees pat le roi furent faites 
avec (bin, on ^toit parvenu k decouvrir le 
domicile de cet homiue^ m\$ il fc cachoit 
d^puis plufieurs jours de maaieie qu*il n^a-« 
voit pas ete poflible de le {urprehdre, il pa«» 
xiAffoitAU fiirplus par les notes qu^on s'etoit 
procuroes fur fon compte ^ la police, que 
cet homme ctoit not* feulement un man- 
yjds fuj^ mai^ une trcs mauvaife tcte. 
Quoiqu'il en foil, la conduite du roi dans 
cette affaire prouve au moins, qu'il ne fa-« 
vOriCoit pas les coalitions pretendues formees 
pour ia furete. 



^ »> 



Troisieme Fait, 

^ Dans le mois de Janvier dernier, M. 
Ci^i^r d« GerviUe, faiiant lecture ai;t con^ 
feil d'un projet de proclamation, le roi Tar- 
reta a une phrafe ou fe trouvoient ces mots, 
r amour de mgu ptupU^ et lui dil de les cor- 
riger par ceux ci, V amour du peuple Fran^ 
fats ; jcne puis plus y{2i]o\xl2i''X!\\y d'une voix 
^mue et les yeux gonfles de larmes,)/^ ne 
puis plus dire MON PEUPLE, maisondbeaii 
E E 3 f^^^^ 
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fairt cefera toujours texpreffion de mon caur: 
Ce fait intcreflant peut ctre attefte par les 
jniniftres qui compofoient alors le confeil^ 
ct j'adjure tous ceux qui les y ont pi-ecedes, 
ou fuivis, de declarer s'ils n'ontpas reconnii 
dansplufieurs circonilances, qu'un des fenti* 
mens Ics plus dominants chez le roi etoit 
Fattachement le plus profond, le plus ten- 
dre, et le plus touchant pour le peuple 
Fran5ai8* On n'a pas oublie que le jour 
m^me de fon arriv^e de Varennes, Tun des 
premiers officiers de fa maifon lui temoi- 
gnant fes regrets fur le mauvais. fucces d^ 
cette demarche et particulierement fur 
Taugmentatipn de credit et de puiflance 
qui en jcfultoit pour I'affemblee ; il fit fpr 
le champ cette reponfe remarquable, tant 
mteuxy milk fois tant mieuxj pourvu qudte 
ienferve pour Ic honbeur du peuple. 

QuARTiEME Fait. 

^* Dans la fiance du 6 de ce mois, le 
rapporteur Valaze a fait le^ure d'une note 
troyvee chez moi fur uo nouvel ordre de 

'^ Chevalerie 
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Chevalerie de la Reine, et pour donner plus 
d'importance a^cette piece qui a excite, avec 
grande raifon, une rifce generaledans Taf- 
' fcmblee, il a dit qu'elie avoit ete trouvee 
dans mon portefeuille, Le rapporteur Va- 
laze s'eft trompe, et fi raflemblce veut 
biea fe faire reprefenter le proces verbal de 
la levee des fcelles qui avoient ete mis chez 
moi, eile y verra que ce n'eft dans aucun de 
mes portefeuilles que cette piece a etc 
trouvee, mais puifqu'il faut le dire, dans le 
fceau de fayance qui etoit dans ma 
garderobej il eut ete difficile d'en faire 
ufage fi on ne Teut pas feparee d'un 
billet d'envoi qui etoit dans le meme 
fceau } ce billet date des premiers jours de 
Septembre ou d'Oftobre 1790, etoit a 
peupres con^u eti. ces termes, *Je vous 
envoye la note dont je vous ai parle avant 
hier, je vous previens que je la tiens d'une 
perfonnedont la tete efl exaltec, ainfivous 
eri croires ce que vous voudres,* Le lieu 
ou elle a ete trouvee, prouve que j'en avois 
porte le meme jugement que- la convention 
nationale; 

E E 4 " Les 



424 APPENDIX, Ncin. 

^^ Les memb»6 du comite de furveHl^ce 
de la commui^e qui firent Texamen de tous 
les papiers contenu3 dan$ ce fceau, et qui y 
emplayereiitprea de cueuf bcures, fuiyant }e 
rapport de la perfonoe qui y affiftoit pour 
moi, y trouY^rent aufli une lifte du comite 
Autrichiei) compofce d'envirpn trente 
uovfis tous fabriques, et ils s'emprefTerent de 
faifir cette piece quHIs regarderent d'abprd 
comite une djccoijverti^ tree importante, 
hcureu^fement la clef de ces noms fe trou-r 
yoit ccrite en feconde colonne fur la njeme 
page, ct pn y iifoit ceux de MM. Syees, 
Con/iorcet, priffot, Robefpierre, &C; &c. 
mai3 Ti la clef eut ete ecriie fur une feuille 
difFerei\te et qu'on eut pCt la fj^parer de la 
lifte auffi aiiement qu'cix a fep^re knot? 
fur Tordre de Cbevalerie de la Reine, du 
billet d'envoi, on ^uroit pu alors employer 
cette lifte comme une grande preuve de 
Texiftence du comite Autrichien. 

^* Tels font les faits que j'ai cru devoir 
faire connoitre a raflcmblee et dont I'eis- 
aftitude fcra cofiftatee par les preuves 
que je cite, et qu'elle pourra faire ve- 

' rifier. 



rifier, ou par les temoins que j'indique et 
qui pourront €tre entendus. J'en aurois 
eu un bien plus grand nombre ^ prefenter 
a les cataftrophes* du mois de Septembre 
n'avolent pas 13119 en fuite pu fait perir 
les perfoj:in?s qui w^oient pu en at- 
tefter la verity, ou ca jrappof ter dcs preuves 
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No, IV. 

•♦ IVr rRAN9ors Claude Amour de 

Bouille, d-devant general dc 

Tarmec fur la Meufe et la Mofelle, dite 

rarme§ du centre, aduelleinent en ccttc 

Tille de Londres, fait ferment et d^ofe, 

que dans les premiers jours de Mai de 

Tannee 1790, commandant alors dans la 

province des Eveches, ayant cnvoye fa 

demiflion au miniflre de la Guerre afin de 

quitter le fervice et la France, et s'etant re- 

fufe de preter jufqu'alors le ferment cxige 

par raflemblee nationale, des oflSciers gene- 

raux de Tarmee, le roi lui ecrivit de la 

main, pour Tcngager a cqntinuer fes fer- 

yices, a prater fon ferment, et a reconnoitre 

la nouvelle conftitution Fran9aife; que 

ce que fa majefle dit de plus dans fa ditte 

lettre audit fieur depofant, devoit contri- 

buer au bonheur du peuple, et donner an-. 

dit fieur depofant les moyens de fervir la 

patrie utilement, laquelle lettre eft adu- 

ellcjnent 
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^llement avec fes papiers en Hollande, oil 
ii lei a d6pofes pendant fon voyage en cette 
ditte ville ; et le depofant declare en outr^ 
qu'il a repondu a la dite lettrc du roi, en 
Vaffurant qu'il obeiroit a fes ordres ; qu'il 
preteroit le ferment ainfi qu'il le defiroitj 
inais qu'il faifoit le plus . grand facrifice 
qu'un homnie put faire, celui de fes prin- 
cipes et de fes opinions. 

*' Plus le dit fieur d^pofarit declare et 
affirme, qu'apres Tarreftation du roi a V^-^ 
rennes, etant hii meme forti du royaumc 
de France, et etant depofitaire d'une fommc 
de fix cens mille livres, partie de x:elle de 
neuf^ cens quatre. vingt treize mille francs^ 
que le roi lui avoit fult remettre a l!occa-^ 
fion de fon depart de Paris le vingt deu^ 
Juiri 1 79 1, ne pouvant avoir aucune com- 
munication avec le roi, il crut devoir remtetii 
trc cet argent a Monfieur ; mais que depuis 
le roi ayant fait demander compte^ audit 
fieur depofant des fommes qu'il lui avoit 
confices et notamment de I'emploi des dites 
fix cens inille livres, il lui fit temoigncr fou 
laecontement de ce qu'il avoit difpofe dc 

cette 
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fettc (oQimo tn f^^eur des priaces fes 
freres^ fo» intention ctant w contraw 
qu'cU? Jui fut renoife, e? ijui eft ponftat^ 
pV un^ Jottre qij'il » charge M. de Cbpifeuil| 
4c lui ^crire l^^juelle Jettre eft egalement en 
HolUnde, , E? le dU depofant declare en^ 
corf, ^u9 qe p'eft ppi^t le roi qui a fait 
donner a M» Hamilton, ci-devant colonel 
du regiment de Naflau, une foinme de cent 
millc livjres, ijiais que c*eft lui dcpp%it, 
q\ji }a . lui ?ivoit' remife en depot lors de 
Tevafion du roi, de Paris, et qu'elle faifoit 
partie de la ditp fomme de neuf cens 
quatre vingt treize mille francs, ce qui eft 
conft^te par quittance. Enfin le dit fieur 
depofant dit qu^il a delTein de. retoumer en 
pen de jour en Hollande, ou font les ditcs 
pieces fur les qu'elles cette declaratiQQ eft 
nappuyee, et qu'il Jes prefenter?^ fi Ton le 
juge neceflaire. 

** Jure a la maifon de Mairie de JLondres 
le 27 Decembre J 792, devant moi, 
(Signe) 

Jame^ Sand5R30N^ Mftjor-^* 
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«* Paris, 31 Decembre lygtm 
** XTO^Ciy ihonfieur, le compte que je dois 
vous rendre au fujet de la lettrc que 
v6us m'avez ecrite. Vous verrez que j'y 
pafle de votis a la tierce perfonRC, parce- 
qlie ne fachant pas ou vous demeurez a 
Lbndres, j^avais charge un Frah^ais qui y 
eft, et qui m'a envoye fon adrefle, de vous 
faire cette reponfe de ma part, 

" Je craignais que cette lettre qui a ^tc 
mife le matin a la pofte ne fut interceptec. 
Mais on vient de m'indiquer quelqu'un qui 
part tout k Theure pour Calais, et qui vous 
la ferarenir plus furement. Ceci eft done 
tin duplicata : et je n'ai que le terns da 
: fiire copier la lettre telle qti'elle a ct^ 
Ecrite. 

^* Vous connoiftez, monfieur, Tattacho* 
ment plus fincere que jamais, avec lequel 
j'ai Thonneur d'etre votre tres hurntle et 

trts^ obeiffant fcryiteur, 

Males H£KB£5. 

"Le 



^30 A P P E N D I X,- No.iy. 

" Lc miniftre dc la juftice a re9U un 
paquet de M. Bertrand, pour etrc remis a 
Louis XVI., et contcaant des pieces pour 
fa juftification. Le miniftre, n'ayant point 
de communication avec le prifonnier, a 
envoye ce paquet a la convention nationale* 

** Le meme miniftre a refu depuis une 
lettre du meme M. Bertrand, adreflee k 
inoi : et il y avait fur Tadreflfe, Pieces pour 
la juftification de Louis XVL Ces mots ont 
iait penfer au miniftre qu'il etait auflt 
oblige derenvoyer ce paquet devantia con- 
vention nationale : c'eft ce que ce miniftre 
m*a dit quand j'ai ete le reclamer. 

** Jai vu que ces deux paquets avoient 
ete renvoyes, par la convention, a un co- 
mite. J'ai ete a ce comite, pour reclamer, 
au nom de celui dont je fuis le defenfeur, 
!e paquet qui eft pour lui, et en moa 
ftom, celui qui eft pour moi. J'ai vu que 
les paquets avaient etc ouverts : il y avait 
3es pieces imprimees : et dans un des pa- 
quets, qui n'eft pas Icmien, des pieces ma- 
ritftriteis qu'on ne m'a pas laifle lire, et 
qu^on m'a dit etre des a£leSt 

6 <«On 
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** On m*a remis fans diffieulte, Ics im- 

primcs que j'avois deja. Pour les manu-^ 

fcrits, on n'a pas voulu me Ics remettre, 

ans avoir un ordre de }a convenUon na*- 

tionale. 

" Quckju'un du comkc a etc a la con- 
vention, les pieces k la main, pour de- 
naander Tordre. II eft revenu, et m'a 
dit, que fur fa demande, on a pafle a 
I'ordre du jour, Mais il n*a point rap- 
port^ les pieces, ct m^a dit qull les avoit 
laHFees fur le bureau. II ne m'a pas paru 
qu'il ait fait conftater que ces.pi^es qui 
etaient dans le depot du comite en fuffent 
forties. J*ai demande a ces Meflieurs 
comment je pourrais me pourvoir*^ pouc 
avoir ces pieces : tout le monde s'eft regarde, . 
et perfonne ne m'a rien r^pondu. 

*'Voila ou nous en fommes. Jc n'at 
pas cru devoir infifter fur cet objet aupr^a 
de la convention, pendaitt qu'elleeft occupe* 
a deUb^rer fur le jugement de Louis." 
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Uo. VI. 

DenoHciation de prevarications cofhmifes Jans 
h prochje Louis XVLj adrefsie a la Con-' 
vention Nationdle^ far M. Bertr&nd dc 
Mokville, minifire d^etat de Franci. 

** Monfieur le Ptefidcnt, 

^ ^E denohcc a la convention nationale^ 
^ au pcuple Frail5ai8, ^ TEurope ef^tieFe^ 
dcs prevarications infignes qui vicnnent de 
fe cominettrfi dans le proces de Louis XV7*, 
et d6ni je vais admini^er lei preuves, afia 
^'il puifle 6tre fait juftice des coupablei. 

^^ Dans le courant du moisderniery j'cn«« 
Tojai au Garde du Sceau, des pieces 
utiles I. la defenfe de Louis XVL, avee re« 
^uifitidii formelle de les lui faire remetfre^ 
j'avois penfe que la vcye la plus fike pbur 
les faire paryenir a une deftination auffi 
facree, etoit de lea adreffer au miniftre de la 
juiiice J je lui ccrivis done la lettre fuivante : 

** *Le 
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*' * Le devoir le plus facre des miniftres 
de la juftice, Monfieur, etant de maintenir 
rex^cution de toutes les Ibix qui affurcnt 
aux accufes, les moyens de manifefter leur 
innocence, et Ic plus important de ces 
moyens ctant la communication des pieces 
ct memoires qui peuvent 8tre utiles a leur 
defenfe j c'eft a vous, monfieur, que j'a- 
dreffe ma requifition formelle de faire 
remettre a Louis XVL les pieces ci jointes ; 
il fuffit pour que j y fois, non feulement au- 
torife, mais oblige, qu'en qualite d'ancien 
miniftre du roi, je puiffe lui indiquer pour 
le terns de mon miniftere, les faits et les 
preuves qui aneantiflent les principaux 
chefs d'accufation diriges contre lui. Tel eft. 
mon titre, et tel eft Tobjet de ma demande : 
vous fentirez, monfieur, qu'il eft impoffible 
de la rejctter, fans fe declarer complice de 
Tattentat le plus execrable dont il y ait ja- 
mais eu d'exemple/ 

" Peu de jours apres, j'envoyai fous le 
couvert de ce m6me miniftre, un paquet 
adrefle k M. de Maleflxerbes, et cti- 
' VOL. III. F p cjucttc 
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quette pieces pour la jufitfication de Louis 
XVL ; j'ecrivis en meme tems a M. dc 
Maleflierbes, pour le pr^venir de ce$ deuic 
envois, et le prier de les faire retirer j j'ap- 
prends aujourd'hui qu'il a ete les reclamer 
lui meme, et que le minillre de la juflice lui 
a repondu * que n'ayant point de comi- 
munication' avec le prifonnier, il avoit en-^ 
voye le premier paquet qui lui ctoit adrefle 
a la convention nationale, et que le fecond 
paquet quoique adreiTe aM. de Malefberl[^es, 
etant etiquette, pieces pour la jufiification d^ 
Louis XVL^ ces mots lui avoient fait peafer 
qu'll ^toit oblige de fuivre pour ce fecpnd 
paquet, la m8me marcbe que pour le 
premier.' . 

** Je m'arrete d'abord a ces deux pre- 
miers faits, et j'obferve que la conduite du 
miniftre de la juftice dans le renvoi p^r lui 
fait a la convention nationale des pieces 
adreflees a Louis XVI. rapeU^ celk de« 
concierges et • Guichetiers des , prifons de 
rancien regime, et Texadiitude barbjire *vec 
laquelle ils renvoyoient au magiftrat cojni- 

mififtire 
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toiflfairc des prifons, toutes les pieces, ct 
memoires adrefl^s aux accufes ; mais alors 
on avoit aumoiris uninoyen affure <le les 
leur faire parvenir ; il fuflBfoit de les adret- 
fei: diredement, foit au magiftrat commif- 
faire des prifons, foit au chef de la juftiee> 
neaamoins raflemblee conftituante jufte- 
ment indigneede la lenteur de cette voye, 
et de rinhumanite de ces precautions, ea 
a formellement profcrit Tufagc par le nou- 
veau code criminel ; eile a decrete noa 
feiilement que les accufes recevroient libre- 
ment toutes les pieces, et memoires qui 
pourroient fervir a leur defenfe, mais en- 
core qu*il leur feroit delivre dans les 24 
heures de la demande faite par eux ou par 
leur dcfenfeur, copie de toutes les pieces a 
leur charge, ainfi que de la procedure; et 
lorfque pour etre plus affure de Texecution 
de cette loi, je m'adfeffe au miniftre fpe- . 
cialement charge de la maintenir, il ne 
balance pas a Tcnfreindre fous pretexte qu'il 
n'a point de communicaticMi avec Taccufe! 
mais toutes les Ipix qui le protegent, pour- 
roient done egalement etre violees par fes 
F F a juges 



y 
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juges eux m&mes, fi ce pretexte atroce 
ctoit admiflible, car il n'y a pas un d'eux 
qui ne puifle dire aufli : * qu*il n'a aucune 
communication avec Taccufe ! 

" Quant a la fouftra£tion du paquet 
adrefle a M. de Malefherbes, la conduite du 
miniftre de la juftice eft encore plus coup- 
able. Quoi, parcequc Tetiquette de ce pa- 
quet annonce qu'il contient des pieces pour 
. la juftification de Louis XVI. le miniftre 
de la juftice a pu croire qu'il etoit defon 
devoir de ne pas le renvoyer au defenfeur 
de Louis XVI. auquelil etoit adrefle! Quoi, 
c'eft fur cette etiquette, que j'avois regardee 
comme une fauvegarde inviolable, et comme 
le moyen de plus fur de faire parvenir ce 
paquet a fa deftination fans le moindre re- 
tard, que le miniftre de la juftice seft de- 
termine, non feulement a le fouftraire, 
mais a le faire renvoyer au mcme comite 
qdi adirige Tadte d'agcufation contre Louis 
XVL ! ah ! s'il pouvoit jamais exifter i;n 
departement d'aflaflinats judiciaires, qu'elle 
autre conduite pourroit done Stre plus digne 
du miniftre de ce departement, et que 

pourroit- 
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pourroit-il faire de plus fort que de privcr 
un accufe des pieces neceflaires a fa defenfe; 
et de les remettre entre les mains de fes ac- 
cufateurs? 

" Je foumets ces confiderations k la juftice 
de la convention nationale, et je reprends la 
fuite des faits : 

** ^ M. de Malefherbes s'eft tranfporte au 
comite pour y reclamer les paquets adrefles 
k Louis XVI. et a fes defenfeurs ; il a vu* 
qu*ils avoient et^ ouverts, qu'il y avoit des • 
pieces iinprimees, et dans un des paquets * 
des pieces manufcrites qu'on ne lui a pas 
laifle lire, ct qu'on lui a dit etre des adles ; ' 
on lui a remis les imprimes, mais ou n'a ; 
pas voulu lui remettre les manufcrits, fans 
avoir un ordre de la convention nationale. 
Un membre du comite a ete i la conven- ' 
tlon les pieces a la main pour demander ' 
Tordre ; il eft revenu et a dit a M. de Malef- 
herbes qu'on avoit pafle a Tordre du jour 
fur fa demande, mais il n'a point rapporte 
les pieces, il a dit les avoir laiflees fur le 
bureau, et il n'a pas paru a M. de Malef- 
herbes qu'il ait et^ coqftate par aucun adte, 
F F 3 que 
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que ces piecea qui etoient dans le dep&l du 
comite en etoient forties, il a demande 
comment il pourroit fe pourvoir pour avoir 
ces pieces ; tout le monde s'eft regarde, et 
perfonne ne lui a repondu.' 
..." On ne peut imputer qu'a un commis, oa 
h. un fecretaire ce refus incroyablc fait a M. 
de Malefherbes de lui laiffer feuleaient 
prendre, lecture des ades manufcrits con- 
tenus dans Tun de ces paquets; aucun- 
membre du comite n auroit voulu jCans 
doute fe rendre coupable d'une prevarica- 
tion, que le grefEer d'un t;ribunal quel- 
cpnque ne pourroit pas commettre fans en- 
coUriir la deftitution prononcee, par la k)L 
Je fuis egalement convaincu, que raflem- 
blee n'a pafle h, Tordre du jour fur la.de- 
mancje de^ ;M..^^ Malcflierbes, queparce*. 
qu'eUa ne r%pas bien entendue, ou qu'elle- 
ne lui a pas ete affcz clairement prefent^ee: il 
en eft rcfulte cependant que la caufe de Louis 
XVL a ete plaidee fans que fon defenfeur 
ait eu la moindre connoiflance de ces pieces; 
malheiireufement ce ne font pa$ les feules 

qui 
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qtii ayent ete fouftraites; et on s'eft afTur^ 
h cet egard tautes les facilites poffibles, en 
n'obfenrant dans Tenlevement des papiers 
du roi, aucune des formalites prefcrites par 
la loi, pour pouvoir en faire un ufage ju- 
ridique ; on les employe neanmoins a fa 
charge, comme fi toutes ces formalites euf- 
fent etc obfervees ; on fait plus, on imprime 
ct on repand avec profufion dans tout le 
royaume, une collection pretendue com- 
plette de toutes les pieces trouvees chez Ic 
roi, et on la comp'ofe uniquement de celle* 
qu'on a jugees fufceptibles de quelque in- 
terpretation»defavorable, et qu'on a encore 
crivenimees par les notes les plus perfides, 
Les auteuis de cette collection et de ces 
notes ne figureront pas fans doutt au* nom- 
bre des juges de Louis XVI. non plus que 
ceux qui aulieu de fe borner a difcuter la 
forme de proceder a fon jugement, ont deja 
ouyert et public par la voye de rimpreffion, 
leur opinion fur le fond du proces, car 
fuivant la loi generalement etablie, et cdn* 
(lament obfervee en matiere criminelle dans 
tons les pays civilifes, des juges qui ont 
F F 4 coodammc^ 
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condamme un accufe avant de rcntendre^ 
nc peuvent pas plus concourir a fon juge- 
mcnt que fes propres accufateurs. S'il etoit 
poflible que cette loi'fut violee dans le juge- 
mcnt du proces de Louis XVL la nation 
toute cntiere s'eleveroit hicnt6t contre fes 
infradteurs, et appelleroit fur leur tete la 
punxtion la plus eclatantc* 

" Pleip de confiance dans la juftice de la 
convention nationale, je demande que toutes 
Ics pieces adreflees au n[iiniftre de la juftice 
pour fervir a la juftification de Louis XVL 
foient remifes a fes defenfeurs, 

** Dans le nombre des autres pieces qui 
ont du fe trouver dans les papiers faifis au 
chateau des Thuilleries, et qui ont fans doute 
ete fouftraites, puifqu'on ne les a pas com- 
prifes dans les CQlle<3:ions imprimeesj j© 
citerai, ' ^ 

" x^ Une lettre ecrite au roi, a la fin du 
mois de Juillet dernier, par trois deputes du 
corps legiflatif, qui avoient a cette epoquo 
une influence tres preponderante dans Taf* 
femblee ; Tobjet de cette lettre etoit d'an-r 
nojiccr au roi, la cataftropbe qui s'eft con-» 
9 fpmmeQ 
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(bmmee le 10 Aout, et de lui propofer le 
rappel de Servan, Claviere, et RoUand au 
miniftere, cpmine le feul moyen de la pr^- 
venin Je n'ai pas lu cette lettre, parceque 
je ne voyois le roi qu'en public depuis ma 
retraite du minift^re, mais j'ai cte exa6ke-» 
mept inftruit de ce qu'elle contenoit, par des 
perfonaes qui ravoient lue; j'indiquerai 
ces perfouBes et les trois deputes qui oat 
figne cette lettre, auiBtot que le proces dc 
Louis XVI. commencera ^ 8*inftruire, \ 
charge et a decharge par la voyede Tinfor* 
mation, comme doit s'inftruire tout prcc^ 
irrimijiel pour pouvqir etre juge. Cette 
lettre prouvera 4u moins que ce n'eft pas \ 
Louis XVL qu'il faut reprocher les flots de 
fang qui ont coule dans la journee du lo^ 
Aofit, mais a la faftion qui vouloit le detr6^ 
ner et Tegorger pour faire rentrer Servaq^ 
Claviere et RoUand dans le miniftere, et 
doQt l^s fuqces n'ont pas encore aflfouvi la 
rage. , Thyeny, premier valet d^ chambrc 
du roi, fut charge de lui remettre cette let- 
tre } il a etc maflacre depuip, quoiqu'il nc 

fut 
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fut pas de fernce au chateau dans la joor-* 
nee du lo Aoui. 

"2^ Un plan fecr^t contenant 2i articles, 
krrlte k Mantoue par Terripereur Leopold^ 
^ la fin du mois de May 1791. L'objet dt 
ce plan, ctoit le rctabliflemelit de Tanciemie 
autorite du roi ; Tempereur devoit pour 
eel cflfet cntrcr en France avec toutes fes 
troupes au commencement du mois de 
Juillet fuivant, epoque k laquelle nos 
armies et nos ffOntieres n'etoient pas en 
etat de defenfe. Le roi feul pouvoit em- 
ptchct^ et empecha Texecution de ce plan; 
on ne lui d^^mandoit que fon confentement 
itcr^f et il n'eut befoin de confuker per- 
fonne pour lerefufer, parceque les facrificcs^ 
iuxqueb le bonheur du peuple le deter- 
minolt, etoient toujours fincercs. Les deux 
feuls miniftresqni atoient ete inftruits de ceS 
faits, et d'une infinite d'autres auffl impor- 
tants pour la juftification du roi, dont ils 
avoient obtenu et juftifie la confiance, 
(MM. de Montmorin et de Leffart,) ont ete 
maflacres, et malheureufement il eft bien 
diffi cile de n'attribuer qu'au hazard le choix 

des 
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4es vidimes immolees le 2 Septembre, et 
celui des pieces qui ont ete fbuHrakes des^ 
papicrs du roi, ou dont la puHication eft 
retardee ; quoiqu'il en foit, fi le pian 
fecret de Leopold ne fc trouve pas^ j'in- 
diquerai encore auffitot que rinformadon 
fcra commencce, trois temoins qui en ont 
eu -une parfaite connoHTance, et qiu par 
runiformite dcleur depofitionpourronten 
conftater .rexiftencc, et la te^eur aoffi 
compl^,tement que fi la piece elle-memc 
etoit produite. 

*^ 3^ Un memoire ccrit en enti-er de la 
main du roi, dans lequel il fe rend compte 
a.lui-meme de tout ce qull a. fait depuis 
qu'il eft monte fur le tron,c, de fesprojets, de' 
fes vues, et meme des fautes qu'il ^avoit a 
fe reprochen Ce memoire qu'on pent 
regarder comme le portrait fideie de Louis 
XVI. peint par lui meme et pour lui feul, 
feroit aujourd'hui la piece la plus interef- 
fant de fon proces ; on y reconnoit jufques 
dans les fautes qu'il fe reproche Tempreintc 
de toutes fes vertus, et de fon amour con- 
ftant pour le peuple Fran5ois ; Texiftencc 
4 -de 
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dc ce mcmoirc parmi les papiers faifis chez 
le roi, eft conftatee par une lettre qui vient 
d'etre adreffee par M. de Liaacourta M. de 
Malefherbes. 

*' Tels font, monficur, Ics faits fur let- 
quels j*ai cru devoir appellor Tanimadver- 
lion de la convention nationalc, et lattcntion 
de toute TEurope, en donnant a cette dcnon- 
ciation toute la pubKeke poffible ; j'en de^^ 
pole la minute chez de Lord Maire de Lon- 
dres, et je vous requicrs, moniieur, en 
votre qualite de prefident, d'en donner 
communication a ralTemblee, a defaut d&- 
quoi vous feriez bien notoirement refpon-r 
Ikble des fuites de fon ignorance fur les faits 
confignes dans cet ad:e. 

(Signe) De Bertrand^ 

»* Londres, Ic 8 jfanvier 1 79^." 
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Lettn du Rot Louis XVIIL H M.VAhhi 
Edgeworth^ confejfeur de Louis XVL 

'* Blahkenbourgy k 17 Septembre 1796. 

** t'ai appris, monfieur, avec une ex*- 
^ treme fatisfadtion que vou8 etes enfia 
cchappe a tous les dangers auxquels votre 
fublime devouement vous a expofe. Je 
remercie finccrement la Divine Providence 
d'avoir daigne conferver en vous un de fes 
plus fideles miniftres, et Tunique confident 
des deriiieres penfees d'un freredont jepleu- 
rerai fans cefle la perte, d'un roi dont tous 
les bons Franfais beniront a jamais le mc- 
moire, d'un martir dont vous avez le pre- 
mier proclame le triomphe, et dqnt j'efpere 
queTeglife confacrera un jour les vertus. Le 
miracle de votre confervation me fait efpe- 
rerqueDieu n'a pas encore abbandonne la 
France, il veut fans doute qu'un.temoin ir- 
reprochable attefte a tous les Fran9ais, Ta- 

mour 
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xnour dont leur roi fut fans ccffe anime pour 
'cux^ afin que connoiffant bien toute Tcten- 
due de leurperte, ils ne fe bornent pas i de 
fteriles regrets, mais qxiiU cherchent en f« 
jettant dans les bras d'un pere qui l^s leur 
tend, le feul adouciflement que leur jufte 
douleurpuifle recevoir. Je vous exhorte 
done, Monfieur, ou plut&t je vous de- 
mande avec inftauce, de recueillir et de pub^ 
lier tout ce que votre faint miniftere ne 
vous ordonne pas de taire, c'eft le plus beau 
monument que je puifle eriger au meilleur 
dee rois, et au plus cheri des freres. 

^ Je voudrois pouvoir, monfieur, vous 
donner des preuves efficaces de ma profonde 
eftime, mais je ne puis vous ofiriir que mon 
admiration et ma reconnoiffance, ce font les 
fentimens les plus dignes de vous. 

(Signed LOUIS.r 
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